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ABSTRACT

“Place” represents a prominent feature of pre-Islamic Arab poetry, and it
has presence in their poetic productions. Hardly would you find a poet of the pre-
Islamic era without standing on the ruins of his beloved, craving for the depastures
of her ruined homes, and criing for his beloved that has been consumed by time.
“Place” is no less important in Arabic poetry, whether within the contextual or
literal meaning. The pre-Islamic poets used it in a way that constitutes an element
of the Arabic poem and gives it emotional and psychological stamps that bring
back memories. This research, therefore, aims to study the significance of place in
pre-Islamic poetry, specifically in poetic appreciation, by linking place to the texts
of poetic appreciation that dealt with places in the pre-Islamic era. Some people
may think that “place” - in its general and specific sense - symbolizes mere
habitation or a geographical location, but it symbolizes deeper meanings and an
imaginative, psychological and emotional dimension, as it overflows upon a
person with the spirit of citizenship and being. It is one of the most important
aesthetic manifestations, and has a close connection to existence, being, and
human identity. Which requires us to pay attention to it. This study was of great
importance as it relied on the descriptive and analytical approach to address issues
of place, its description, and its significance in pre-Islamic Arabic poetry. The
main finding of the study is that there is an interactive relationship between the
“place” and its inhabitant, which makes the place clear in the formation of the text,
and this is what we find in pre-Islamic poetry. As we note, the geographical
spaciousness of the place does not necessarily mean its breadth in poetry or in the
psychology of the poet in particular.

Keywords: place, the classical poems, the poet’s awareness, the pre-Islamic era.
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