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The author believes that it is time to re-examine the current anti-hopping laws. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)
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Don't say I am a hindsighter. I mentioned this a year ago in an article titled "The New Anti-Defection Law Is
Worse Than Before" (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/392258) . When two MPs from Bersatu
expressed their support for the Anwar government, I predicted this in a radio interview last Friday, and it has
come true.

Jeli MP (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/470868) Zaharie Gee has just announced his
support for Anwar's leadership, showing that the fourth MP from the Perikatan Nasional (PPBM) party has
publicly supported a unity government.
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The previous three were Gua Musang MP Aziz Abu Nain, Labuan MP Suhail Abdul Rahman and Kuala
Kangsar MP Iskandar Zulkanain.

Suhaili recently expressed his support for Prime Minister Anwar. (Photo: Screenshot from Facebook)

Although these MPs are not high-ranking leaders, they may not care even if they no longer contest under the
Bersatu banner in the next general election. Frankly speaking, even if they do not publicly support Anwar,
they may not have the opportunity to contest in the next general election, so their actions have not caused
them much loss.

My prediction is accurate, not because I can tell fortunes, but because
anyone with a neutral mind would expect this to happen. As I mentioned
in my previous article, my biggest concern is that under the new anti-
defection law, even if your legislators are in Cao Ying but their hearts are
in Han, you cannot control them.

Now, it is time to do two things. The first is to revise the constitution to
prevent such incidents from happening again. But do all MPs or political
parties have the same political will? I like to quote Syed Saddiq, no matter
what you do today, once you become the opposition in the future, you will
be hit back. In addition, I hope that Malaysian politics can learn from the
UK and move towards gentleman politics, doing the right thing instead of doing what is good for oneself.

On constitutional amendment, I suggest we go back to the old version of the anti-hopping law, which gives
more power to political parties rather than individuals. 
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My reasoning is that, to this day, more people vote for political parties than for individuals. This can be easily
proven by all academic studies, so it is reasonable to give power to political parties. If a member of
parliament is expelled because he is a victim of internal party contradictions, he should re-run to prove that
he himself really has the support of the voters, not his former party. If he loses, he must accept the fact that
morally speaking, the seat should really belong to the party and not the individual.

Regrettably, similar situations keep repeating themselves.

I think if Anwar is worried that opposition MPs will misuse the funds, he should list the conditions and make them public. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

The second thing to do is to speed up recall elections. Even without the above constitutional amendment,
through recall elections, if voters believe that these members of parliament have behaved inappropriately,
they can be recalled. From another perspective, this can serve as a safeguard to prevent members from
jumping ship.

Who is responsible?
Anwar also needs to take responsibility for the whole incident. When Pakatan Harapan was in the opposition,
they believed that the government should give equal allocation to MPs. Why is he now inconsistent with his
words and deeds? Using negotiations as a shield is not feasible. In fact, there is no need for negotiations,
just allocate funds.

If Anwar is worried that opposition MPs will abuse the funds, then he should list the conditions and make
them public. Let the voters decide whether these terms and conditions are reasonable to the opposition or
clearly unfair to them.

Since all these "ship-hopping" MPs are basically using constituency allocations as an excuse, if Anwar gives
equal constituency allocations to all MPs, these MPs will no longer have any excuse.
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Conclusion
Don’t get too excited, this is to be expected. I remember in an interview a few days before the amendment
was passed, a PH leader told me that due to time constraints, even if the law is not perfect, it must be passed
first and then amended, at least it is not doing nothing. From an ideal point of view, I cannot accept this
statement, but from a practical point of view, this is a reality we have to accept.

Now that such concerns and worries have arisen and the situation has worsened, it is time to re-examine the
current anti-hopping laws.
 

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his
bachelor's and master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and his
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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BlackRock not involved in MAHB privatisation,
says GIP...

GLOBAL Infrastructure Partners (GIP) has
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Azam ends defamation suit against
journalists...

MACC chief Azam Baki has withdrawn a
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TMI Status | I am OKU, I will be

I know that I am still a go
I still don't know how to d
Read more
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