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MCA today is similar to Gerakan in 2018, with few options available to them. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)
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Internet.

I am not at all surprised by MCA's recent statement that it does not rule out
becoming an independent party. Whether it is domestic or international,
whether you like it or not, sometimes you need to make harsh statements,
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even if you don't mean to or you know that they are too idealistic to be
achieved, but they still have to be said.

Putting aside MCA’s remarks, let’s talk about the future and direction of this
political party.

In fact, MCA today is similar to Gerakan in 2018, and there are not many
options available to them. First, join PN. Obviously, MCA will not be able to
contribute much value to PN because PN has Gerakan. In addition, Bersatu
has also actively promoted the development of its affiliates to meet the
electoral needs of non-Malays. Therefore, I think this path is not feasible for
them.

Since the DAP has huge support from the Chinese community, there is no reason for the DAP to accept another
Chinese political party to join. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

The second option is to join Pakatan Harapan. Similar to the Gerakan, since
the DAP has huge support from the Chinese community, there is no reason for
the DAP to accept another Chinese party to join.



Third, staying in the BN means maintaining
the status quo. As I have written before, I
believe that for a coalition to survive in
Malaysia, it must be diverse. Whether
diversity is real or fake, it must be
composed of at least Malays and non-
Malays.

This is one of the reasons why PN needs
Gerakan, at least to borrow their name,
even if their contribution to the entire
coalition is not significant.

Likewise, if UMNO still wants BN in it, then UMNO also needs MCA, unless
UMNO wants to split and survive as a party rather than a coalition party. This
option basically returns MCA to the traditional BN, which means that MCA will
be seen as a junior partner within BN. That said, as long as UMNO can lead
the government, MCA can also have a share of the pie.

This was very evident from 2008 to 2018. No matter how badly MCA
performed, MCA was still part of the federal and state governments. The
benefits they received from UMNO would far outweigh the seats they won in
the election. Therefore, as long as BN and UMNO were still there, MCA would
still be alive.

There is no doubt that the third option above will make MCA a small party
again, which is indeed a realistic problem. Unless MCA is willing to choose the
fourth option, that is, to break away from the Barisan Nasional and become an
independent party. Either the winner is the king or the loser is the enemy. As I
said in the case of the Gerakan long ago, this is not impossible.

The MCA did not last long as an independent political party. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

MCA may not have a market now, but that doesn't mean a market can't be
created. Let me give you a very simple example that I like to use. In the late
1990s, there was no political market for multi-ethnic parties at all. No multi-
ethnic party could survive without being a single-race party. Just like DAP,
Gerakan, PPBM, etc. Although they claimed to be multi-ethnic parties, they
turned out to be more like single-race-based parties.
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Yet, PKR and Anwar insisted on presenting themselves as a multiracial party.
They did not win a landslide victory in the 1999 general election. Worst of all,
they barely managed to retain a single seat in Parliament in 2004, and that
was through Wan Azizah herself, and in Permatang Pauh. After struggling for a
few years, they at least saw some light at the end of the tunnel in 2008. And in
2018, they succeeded in winning federal power.

I often use a proverb to describe this situation. The previous generation plants
trees, and the next generation enjoys the shade. The question is, does MCA
have predecessors willing to plant that tree? Most of the predecessors who
planted that tree did not have the opportunity to be the one enjoying the shade.
If there were, I dare say that MCA will sooner or later regain the support of the
Chinese community. But when that time will be, no one, including me, knows.

Gerakan also tried this path after it broke away from Barisan Nasional and
became an independent organization. During this period, it did not get too
close to anyone. But unfortunately, Gerakan did not last long as an
independent party. Similar but different, Amanah also tried to create a political
market for liberal Islam. In the same situation, after a short period of time, they
gave up and returned to the religious competition with PAS to see who was
more conservative.
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Conclusion
I really don’t have any good suggestions for revitalizing MCA in a short period
of time. They can choose to linger and continue to hang on, or if they want to
take radical action, they can just leave UMNO, BN and the government and
start their own business. If successful, MCA can certainly regain their dignified
support. But the risk is that the opposite means self-destruction.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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BlackRock not involved in MAHB privatisation,
says GIP...

GLOBAL Infrastructure Partners (GIP) has
reiterated that BlackRock Inc is not
Read more
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Azam ends defamation suit against
journalists...

MACC chief Azam Baki has withdrawn a
defamation suit against journalist
Read more
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