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The author believes that UMNO really needs to rethink their direction after these by-elections if supporters withdraw their support for UMNO and there is a risk
of being ousted by PH in the future. (File photo: Malaysian Perspective)
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Similar to the previous by-elections or the first 6 state elections, the interesting part is not the final results
because those are fairly predictable. The interesting part for me will be the election process. For both by-
elections, all the election machinery will be centralized there and there will be no uneven distribution of
resources with the election machinery.

I would be interested to see to what extent BN will be able to gain the support of PH supporters in these by-
elections as in previous by-elections, PH candidates seemed to have failed to gain the support of the high
proportion of voters who voted for BN in the previous general election.
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Among previous by-elections, apart from the Bugaya state seat (because it is in Sabah), Padang Serai
parliamentary seat and Tioman state seat (because they have no 2022 general election results to compare),
the Perak state seat and Kemaman parliamentary seat were by-elections in which the BN contested for the
first time.

Previously, in the Kuala Terengganu parliamentary by-election, PAS received about 5,000 more votes than in
the 2022 general election, but if we add up the total votes of PH and BN in the 2022 general election, we can
find that PH candidates received about 12,000 fewer votes.

Similarly, in the Pulai parliamentary seat and Simpang Ampat state by-
election, although Pakatan Harapan successfully defended these two
seats, if we look at the vote count, PN managed to increase their vote
share in these two seats while the BN-PH collaboration failed to obtain
the total votes that these two political alliances garnered in the general
election.

There is a common saying that some supporters of BN, especially UMNO,
refuse to vote for PH candidates, which is not uncommon. Looking back
at the beginning of the UMNO-PAS cooperation, UMNO supporters were
more willing to vote for PAS candidates than the other way around. In the
current political situation, PH supporters are very likely to support BN candidates because they have no other
choice. This is a view I have held since the 2022 general election, and I still stand by it today. PH supporters
can only vote for BN candidates, whether happily and voluntarily or to borrow the political term "voting with
tears" from Hong Kong politics. Simply put, PH supporters, especially the Chinese community, have no other
choice. Of course, whether this is healthy or not, will be another point of discussion. However, for UMNO
supporters, if they do not want to vote for PH candidates, they can still vote for PN candidates.

So, these two by-elections will once again be a litmus test for BN-PH. For UMNO, the most critical issue is
not whether they can get the votes of PH, but whether they can keep the votes that were cast for them in the
last general election. Some UMNO leaders have blamed the BN-PH collaboration for their loss of voter
support, and now is the time to prove whether this premise is true. If it is true, this will be a crossroads for
UMNO to rethink its future. Not being able to convince their voters to vote for PH is not good for BN.

Let's be realistic, although we run a majority electoral system where political parties can rely on the influence
of other member parties in the coalition to get votes, this will not last long, or at least you have to be parasitic
on other parties. Just look at MUDA, they are easily threatened by PH. As a strong or once strong party,
UMNO has their insistence, and their political ideology is not completely consistent with PH. If there is a
conflict or disagreement, they can be driven out by PH at any time.

Umno really needs to rethink their direction after these by-elections if their supporters withdraw their support
to Umno (if that is proven true in these by-elections) and there is a risk of being ousted by Pakatan Harapan
in the future.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his
bachelor's and master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and his
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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Weak ringgit impacts Malaysia's
competitiveness ranking, says Tengku Zafrul...

MALAYSIA'S decline in the IMD's World
Read more
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BlackRock not involved in MAHB privatisation,
says GIP...

GLOBAL Infrastructure Partners (GIP) has
Read more
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