








[Liu Zhewei Column] Anwar’s government should
return to its original intention
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The author hopes that the unity government led by Anwar can return to its original intention and do things that were
considered inappropriate or incorrect as an opposition party in the past. (File photo; Malaysian Perspective)
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The government led by PKR, whether it was when Mahathir was prime
minister or when Anwar was prime minister, should have been a proactive
reform government, or at least very different from the previous government.

Under Mahathir, there were indeed many reforms and bold decisions made
during the PH era. But as usual, in a diverse society like Malaysia, even public
policies that are not related to identity can easily become racial and religious
issues. Many people admit that they are too excited about reforms that are too
radical for people to digest. For example, the International Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the abolition of consumption tax,
the little Napoleon in the civil service system, etc. These changes may be
positive and in line with the goals of the PH struggle. However, when it comes
to politics, it is easy to be manipulated by opponents.

This is why I can understand why the Anwar government is so cautious in its
every move, being very careful not to cause controversy. At the same time, this
also means that it is difficult for us to see more reforms.

Of course, one of the excuses that the PH leaders or even their supporters use
to console themselves is that if they are given more time, they will be better
than BN and PN.

One of the reasons I chose this topic is
because a few days ago, a friend asked me
if Rafizi had changed. I nodded repeatedly
because I agreed with him that many of the
actions and initiatives of the government
today are, in principle, a repeat of the
actions of the previous government.

You may remember how fiercely the
opposition opposed the previous
government when it asked people not to
eat chicken when the price of chicken was rising. They criticised Barisan
Nasional, which was also criticised as a "price-raising" government. Today,
Rafizi can ask people to change their lifestyle and not eat out but cook at
home.

BOOK NOW



In the past, PH shouted in opposition in the parliament, they demanded fair
constituency allocation. But today, they refused to allocate constituencies for
opposition MPs. I cannot accept the opposition MPs' demands that allocation
must be negotiated. In the name of fairness, constituency allocation should be
distributed fairly without using power to suppress the powerless. This is why
many of Syed Saddiq's recent remarks coincide with mine. One of the most
notable examples is, if you return to the opposition in the future and are treated
the same, what will you say?

Likewise, Zahid’s DNAA (free but not acquitted) policy has sparked strong
reactions not only from politicians and the masses, but also from civil society
that once supported them, such as the Bar Council and Bersih.

The author believes that judging from the issues of the light-fast post = iron, Puspakom, and air ticket prices, Loke
Siew Fook has made efforts to solve the problems within his ability. (File photo: Malaysian Perspective)

What I suggest here is to go back to the original intention, what you preached
before, now that you have the power, do it now. I know, this may not be easy,
but first, try to do what you can; second, never repeat what you criticized your
opponent before.



I mean things within my power, let me give you an example. Although I
appreciate Anthony Loke, I still won't give him full marks because he still hasn't
done enough to address systemic issues, including developing a
comprehensive transportation plan. Traffic congestion is still a problem, public
transportation is still inconvenient, etc. People may say that he needs to be
given more time, or that he has managed to solve it now. But I haven't seen
any systemic reforms yet, maybe when we can feel the results, we can raise
his score.

Although I didn’t give him full marks, I also gave him high marks because I saw
his efforts to solve problems within his ability. For example, the delays in the
LRT and railways, the broken lighting facilities in the tunnels of these stations,
the computerized vehicle inspections monopolized by Puspakom, expensive
air tickets during the festive season, etc. Some may be minor issues, but don’t
forget that it is these insignificant little issues that inconvenience people’s daily
lives. Not many ministers are willing to spend their time to do work that is not
known to others. Even, some decisions may be retaliated, such as ending the
Puspakom monopoly. There is no doubt that although he will make
stakeholders hate him, he still did it, and this is what I call "doing what you
can".

Secondly, what I mean by not repeating criticism of opponents is the example I
gave above. If you were the opposition before, you would think it is wrong to
tell people not to eat chicken because the price of chicken has risen. Similarly,
you should not tell people to change their lifestyle because the government
cannot change the burden of life. So, I can understand MCA's feelings.
Whatever the Democratic Action Party criticized MCA decades ago, the Action
Party is repeating it now.

in conclusion

It is always easier to be in opposition than in government. Many world leaders,
such as former Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi, Taiwan President Tsai Ing-
wen, French President Emmanuel Macron, and Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, had high approval ratings when they were in opposition, but
their ratings dropped once they came to power.
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My expectation for the current government is simple. I hope they can return to
their original intentions. If they were the opposition party in the past and
thought something was inappropriate or incorrect, now that they are in
government, they should learn from past mistakes and not repeat them.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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Umno Youth has grown lethargic, unattractive,
says former party exco...

A LEADERSHIP vacuum in Umno Youth
Read more



The Malaysian Insight (https://ww…
20 Jun 2024


(https

Speaker has received notice on six rogue
Bersatu MPs...

PARTI Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
Read more
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