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[Liu Zhewei Column] Is it necessary to provide
police escort services to politicians and VIPs?

Liu Zhewei
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The author believes that traffic jams should not be divided into "general public" and "heaven" levels. (File photo:
Malaysian Perspective)
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A few days ago, an escort service caused a fatality. According to The Star, the
escort service was for the "Tour of Langkawi Cycling Race". However, my
discussion today is whether politicians need transport escort services.

From my personal experience, | withessed two different incidents. First, a car
was stopped by a police motorcycle escort. The location of the police stop was
on a downhill slope, which was a highway, and the second car hit the back of
the first car. However, the police escort left the incident directly and continued
his duties. Of course, this was not a serious accident. The second incident,
similar circumstances, but involved a car being stopped and a motorcycle
hitting the stopped car. Again, this was not a serious accident. Remember, not
being a serious accident does not mean that there will only be property
damage every time. Yesterday's incident resulted in multiple deaths and
injuries.

So the question now is whether politicians need escort services. According to a
minister, escort services are only available to the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, Minister of Defence and Minister of Foreign
Affairs. | know that this involves important departments related to security. But
frankly, how many of the events they attend are urgent and need to arrive
immediately? If you are talking about ambulances, fire trucks or police cars, |
can understand. Every second counts. But is it really so terrible for politicians
to arrive at events a little late? Unless they can tell us that their time is more
valuable than ours, or that they are senior politicians and should be given
special privileges. Then | have nothing to say.

Besides, why do they need an escort service? Because of traffic congestion.
So, why is traffic congestion so severe? Is it the government's fault or the
people's fault? When politicians are in power, it is entirely their responsibility to
solve this problem. If the problem is truly unsolvable, then face the traffic
congestion problem together with the people. If you can't solve it, you shouldn't
have the privilege of not having to be stuck in traffic. Don't forget that this is
actually a problem that people have to face every day. Therefore, the problem
of traffic congestion should not be divided into "common people" and "heaven"
levels. In the face of democracy, everyone is equal. This is also what American
President Lincoln called "government of the people, by the people and for the
people." Simply put, in a democratic society, the people, the voters, are
basically the bosses, and even senior officials are our subordinates.
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The escort service has caused inconvenience to the public and people are powerless to do anything about it. (File
photo: Malaysian Insight)

My first recommendation is to no longer provide police escorts to any
politicians except for immediate emergencies related to safety or security. By
doing so, it will push the government to be more vigilant in addressing traffic
congestion.

The above suggestions are of course idealistic, and it would be best if they can
be implemented. If not, then my second suggestion is to allow senior
politicians to "buy" convenience. What | mean is that if politicians feel that their
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time is very valuable, then no problem, they can "buy" convenience. It's like if
we ordinary people want to use the convenience, we pay to use the highway.
Otherwise, we use the road with more traffic.

What | mean by buying convenience is that politicians who use escort services
can pay a sum of money into a fund which will be returned to other road users
to compensate for the inconvenience. Of course, one must ensure that the
money comes from the politician's personal funds and not from an agency or
department. Otherwise, it will be meaningless.

| can foresee people asking me back, what if all politicians are willing to pay?
What if the rich are willing to pay? For example, if you are stuck in a traffic jam
due to a politician's escort service, but you will be compensated RM5 for the
inconvenience, will you agree? If not, how about RM10 or RM100 for the delay
fee? Let me be honest and practical and say that as long as the money is in
place, | have no problem. This answer indirectly answers the second question
about the rich. Of course, whether it should be allocated only to specific people
or open to anyone is another question worth discussing. The key point is that
the action performed by A causes B to be inconvenienced, A is wrong, so there
is no reason for B to be inconvenienced. But what if B is willing to endure the
inconvenience? For example, ambulances, fire trucks or policemen, we have
no problem at all because our inconvenience can be exchanged for the life of
another person. If the convenience of politicians is based on your
inconvenience, if we follow the practice of capitalist economy, compensation
must be made until B is willing. Of course, the so-called B refers to the majority
of the public. Please don't directly deny this suggestion with word games.

in conclusion

The above discussion is only at the principle level. If the principled suggestions
are acceptable, then the mechanism can be further studied. If people think that
equality is more important than money or any form of compensation, then the
first suggestion can be considered to restrict most of the escort services of
politicians. If the first suggestion is too idealistic and does not provide
convenient space for politicians, then the second suggestion can be
considered. These suggestions are definitely better than the current ones,
because the current escort services do bring inconvenience to the people, and
we are powerless to do anything about it.



* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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