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[Liu Zhewei Column] Give Syed Saddig some
space

Liu Zhewei
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In terms of political morality, both Pakatan Harapan and Syed Saddiq have their own arguments. (File photo: Malaysian
Insight)

Let me discuss this issue from two perspectives; does it affect the stability of
the government and did MUDA president Syed Saddiq make a mistake in
making this decision?

1. Whether it affects the stability of the government
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The simple answer is no. Malaysia has always been overly focused on the
term two-thirds majority. After all, from the early days to today, a simple
majority win is considered a win, while a two-thirds majority is considered a big
win. This was exacerbated after the 2008 general election, when the
opposition began to win in the developed west coast states, not just in the east
coast states. So, the term "two-thirds" is more commonly used to describe a
strong government.

But in reality, having a two-thirds majority has no direct correlation with the
stability of a government. You can't say a government is strong because it has
a two-thirds majority, and extremely weak because it is one seat short of two-
thirds. Similarly, the current federal government will not fall easily just because
it does not have a two-thirds majority now.

On the other hand, if the government is
indeed overthrown by the opposition, it will
be almost the same difficulty for the
opposition to overthrow the government
even with Syed Saddiq providing the
current coalition with a two-thirds majority.

In reality, there is no difference between a

two-thirds majority and a simple majority

when it comes to passing or repealing laws,

public policies, and almost everything else,

except amending the Constitution, where you need a two-thirds majority.

The next question is whether the government faces practical difficulties when it
wishes to make some amendments to the Constitution? | would say that it
depends on what the government wants to do. If the amendment the
government wishes to make is good in the eyes of the public, then the
opposition is forced and obliged to support it. Otherwise, they have to be
accountable to the public. A simple example is Undi18.
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If the government is indeed overthrown by the opposition, it will be almost as difficult for the opposition to overthrow the
government even with Syed Saddiq giving the current coalition a two-thirds majority. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

In the era of passing such constitutional amendments, Malaysian political
circles expected that young people would be more inclined to support PH than
BN or PAS. Despite disagreeing, BN and PAS cannot oppose such
amendments in principle. They can only look for technical loopholes, such as
forcing the government to implement automatic registration to become a voter.
Again, it is difficult for the government not to allow this.

In other words, if the current government wants to do something positive, like
separating the positions of Attorney General and Attorney General's
Chambers, the opposition is obliged to support it. Therefore, it will not be a big
hindrance to the government.

The biggest obstacle they will face is a constitutional amendment that favours
the government but disadvantages the opposition. A simple example is the
gerrymandering of constituencies to increase parliamentary seats in order to
favour Pakatan Harapan or Barisan Nasional. Of course, the opposition will not
support this. But if the government is willing to draw the constituencies fairly,
they will still have the support of Syed Saddiq to reach the two-thirds majority.



In the same situation, if Syed Saddiq refuses to support for the sake of
opposition, he will have to be held accountable by the public. So, in short,
there is no need to focus too much on the term two-thirds majority.

2. Was Syed Saddiq wrong to withdraw his support for the government?

Let's look at this from two perspectives: legal and political.

From a legal perspective, the answer is very simple. Yes, he has every right to
do so. There are no legal consequences for him.
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In the Johor state election and the six state elections that have already concluded, MUDA and PH contested in the
same seats, and it is obvious that PH's member parties received more votes than MUDA. (File photo: Malaysian
Perspective)

The part worth discussing is the political angle. The Pakatan Harapan leaders
are claiming that Syed Saddiq won the seat, but in fact, it was Pakatan
Harapan that gave up the seat, so morally, the Muar parliamentary seat does
not belong to him. On this point, | can agree with the Pakatan Harapan
leaders. Let's look at a few elections, such as the Johor state election and the
6 state elections that have ended before, where MUDA and Pakatan Harapan
contested on the same seat, and it is clear that the component parties of



Pakatan Harapan received more votes than MUDA. So, | can accept the claim
that the votes of MUDA in the 2022 general election actually came from
Pakatan Harapan supporters, and therefore Syed Saddiq's actions were
actually a betrayal of Pakatan Harapan.

Yet, at the same time, in the 2022 general election and even earlier in the 2018
general election, the PH supporters wanted PH to be in power and put those
corrupt leaders in jail, most notably former Prime Minister Najib and then
former Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid. Of course, they were not asking
the PH government to interfere in the judicial process, but like in Najib's case,
it was up to the courts to judge. Now it is the Attorney General's Chambers that
has suspended the charges against Ahmad Zahid, rather than the courts
terminating the trial, which is what the supporters wanted to see when they
voted for PH? Therefore, when Syed Saddiq does what he and PH promised in
the election, he is also right.

So, when it comes to political ethics, both Pakatan Harapan and Syed Saddiq
have their own arguments.

in conclusion

For me, | think we should give Syed Saddig some breathing space. If
Malaysian politics wants to be more mature and advocate for more diverse
opinions, then more space should be given to MPs. Otherwise, MPs will just
become puppets of political parties. Of course, there is a fine line between
being a puppet of a political party and abiding by party discipline. Perhaps we
can learn from the British Parliament and give MPs more space to express
their views on certain controversial issues. Malaysian politicians should learn
to tolerate different opinions.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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