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[Liu Zhewei Column] Lost support is gone
forever, PH should learn from it

Liu Zhewei
Last updated 9 months ago - Published on 31 Aug 2023 2:28PM - 0 comments

THE MALAYSIAN INSIGHT
Seth Akmal

If the Chinese voters also abandon PH, PH may face the same dilemma as MCA and MIC in the past, and the loss will
outweigh the gain. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)
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Recently, various events have shown that many of our country's policies seem
to be leaning towards being more conservative and moving towards the right,
such as the cancellation of the "Malaysian and Indonesian TikTok Internet
Celebrity Songs Concert" held at the Millennium Hall in Kepala Batas, Penang,
PAS Chairman Hadi Awang's support for the implementation of Hadith in
religious schools, and Prime Minister Anwar's poor attitude towards an Indian
female student who raised the issue of abolishing the quota system during the
"Meeting with Anwar" talks.

Although | have talked about this topic many times, | would like to continue the
discussion this time.

In politics, facts are often secondary, while feelings and opinions are primary.

Although these feelings and opinions may not be correct, they will affect the
key points of voting tendencies.

MCA and MIC have been trying for 15 years but still cannot win back the support of the Chinese and Indian
communities. (File photo: Malaysian Perspective)



For example, back in 2008, when the DAP took over Penang, they proposed a
no-plastic-bag campaign and then charged 20 cents for each plastic bag.
Penangites responded enthusiastically and there were not many complaints.
The reason is simple. It is not because of the good or bad policy itself, but
because of the trust in the state government. Penangites believe that the state
government's approach is correct. From another perspective, if the BN
government implemented this policy, it would definitely attract abuse and
accusations.

Let me give you another example. How is
the DAP different from the MCA today in
terms of role and position? Is the DAP in a
much better position than the MCA? Of
course, we must compare the DAP today
with the MCA in the past. We must
compare apples to apples, oranges to
oranges. Obviously, the difference between
the two parties is objective, or do you think
that the difference is between them? For
me, it is a matter of opinion. It is undeniable
that the Chinese community currently believes that the DAP is performing
better than the MCA.

MCA and MIC have tried hard for 15 years but still cannot win back the support
of the Chinese and Indian communities.

What | want to say is that we should not expect the Chinese community to take
their support for granted and not change their minds. To be realistic, | often say
that although | am dissatisfied with the PH, the Chinese community has no
other choice but to support the PH. | like to quote an adjective in Hong Kong,
that is, Chinese voters "vote with tears". Once they also abandon the PH, the
PH may suffer the same dilemma that the MCA and the MIC faced in the past.
By then, the PH will lose more than it gains.

Next, let’s talk about supporting the implementation of Hadith in religious
schools. We look at it from two perspectives. The first is the non-political
perspective, and the second is the political influence perspective.
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Previously, PAS wanted to implement the 355 Islamic Criminal Code,
especially PAS’s revision of the penalties to increase them to 30 years’
imprisonment, a fine of RM100,000, and 100 lashes. | did not object because it
would not affect non-Muslims, so we do not need to object, unless they are
Muslims.
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The situation here is the same. The implementation of the Sunnah is limited to
Muslim students. Although | do not agree with it, | have no reason to oppose it.
This is because | believe that non-Muslims have no moral say in this matter.

However, politically, this will give non-Muslims a bad impression. Recently,
these incidents have coincided with each other, which inevitably makes people
think that the government is leaning in a more conservative direction. As
mentioned above, whether the government is truly conservative or
unintentional, it has left a negative impression on non-Muslims.



The damage has been done and there is no way to solve the problem now.
Whether the government implements the plan or makes a U-turn, it will anger
everyone involved, so the fault lies with the government’s poor disaster public
relations capabilities.

Conclusion

For the PH leaders, they should remember one thing, although you can take
the support of the Chinese for granted to a certain extent, you can force them
to "vote with tears", but once the incident reaches the breaking point, they will
vote against it, just like what happened to MCA and Gerakan, don't expect to
have a chance to win back the lost support in the future, or return to the peak
of the past.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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