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Kedah Chief Minister Mohamad Sanusi was previously in the spotlight because he was in charge of eight affairs
committees. (File photo: Malaysian Perspective)
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some political figures, although I do not like some politicians. I must write
about them in an impartial manner.

Frankly speaking, I have no good feelings towards Kedah Chief Minister
Sanusi Abdul Rahman, but I have to speak up for them regarding the three
issues plaguing PAS recently.

Sanusi is in charge of 8 affairs committees

First, let's talk about the 8 committees he is in charge of. In fact, the number is
not important, but have you realized that whether it is a government
department or a state executive councillor, the number often changes (the
state constitution stipulates the number of executive councillors). Since there is
a limit on the number of state executive councillors, the state minister or chief
minister will appoint the maximum number. At the same time, the power can
also be different in the same position. For example, when Lim Guan Eng was
the Minister of Finance, his authority was less than that of the previous
Finance Minister. Why?

In fact, the names of departments and
executive councillors can be the same, but
the actual power belongs to the department
or agency. The reason why Lim Guan Eng
is regarded as a bookkeeper is that
Mahathir created a new Ministry of
Economic Affairs when he was prime
minister, and many agencies and
government-linked companies were
transferred to the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, which explains why Lim Guan Eng
has less actual authority.
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administrative planning are all big frameworks. In short, it is not difficult to
reduce 8 to 2 or 3.

However, as a politician, especially one in a high position, it is his fault if he
does not do a good job in public relations. For example, Maszlee Malik worked
hard for education when he was in office, but because of the black shoes
issue, he was criticized. Whether it was because of the media or because he
was wrongly focused, the only thing to blame is his poor public relations.

Sanusi "rolled up a piece of white paper and tapped the woman's head" 

In my opinion, it was just a father joking with a young girl, there is no need to
exaggerate. Even if his political opponents criticize him for doing this in his
official capacity as a state minister, there is no need to exaggerate the matter
or dwell on it.



g g , p p
country.

Sometimes politicians behave inappropriately, but there are also many times
when politicians become targets of public criticism for minor issues. Instead of
focusing on these, it is better to focus on public policy.

Different National Day themes and logos for PAS-led states

I personally disagree (different National Day logo), but I support PAS in doing
so. I disagree because I feel politics is politics, and we should not divide
regions and politicize National Day celebrations. Terengganu Menteri Besar
Ahmad Sansuri was the first to decide to follow the central National Day
theme, which is commendable, but I believe he will be criticized by the party
for this. Fortunately, other states finally decided to follow suit.

A few days ago, a reporter asked, will different themes divide Malaysia?
Honestly, our country will not be seriously divided because of one theme, but it
will definitely cause slight damage to harmony and unity. Why should we do
such a thing? I hope that on non-political matters, such as the celebration of
National Day, we can put aside political differences and live in harmony.

Terengganu Menteri Besar Ahmad Shamsuri deserves praise for being the first to follow the central government's
National Day theme. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

I remember one time, the BN government invited the Leader of the Opposition
(the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament at that time was Lim Kit Siang) to
join the Prime Minister and Cabinet members in the countdown to National
Day. This was indeed commendable.

Even though I disagree with the idea of   different National Day logos, why do I
support PAS? The reason is simple, because that is what Pakatan Harapan did
when it was in opposition. I personally have a very wide range of acceptance
and I can accept various arguments, provided they are consistent. If Pakatan
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Harapan could accept different themes for National Day celebrations for the
states and the central government last year, why did the chain of arguments
turn upside down when they became the central government?

in conclusion

Politics is politics, but when it comes to national interests, do not play politics
for personal gain. Please do not use religion, the royal family, and patriotism as
a shield to pursue personal political interests.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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