








[Liu Zhewei Column] Two highlights of the six-
state election

Liu Zhewei
Last updated 10 months ago · Published on 3 Aug 2023 2:23PM · 0 comments

The six states of Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Kedah, Penang, Kelantan and Terengganu will hold elections on August
12. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

Putting aside the political rhetoric and predicting the six state elections from
the most straightforward perspective, it is foreseeable that Kelantan,
Terengganu and Kedah will continue to be governed by the Perikatan
Nasional, while Penang, Negeri Sembilan and Selangor will be jointly
governed by the Pakatan Harapan and the Barisan Nasional.

My focus is not on the results of state elections, but on the problems that may
arise from the election process, so I will explore state elections from two
aspects.
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1. Competition from the United Democratic Party (MUDA)

Many PH supporters and leaders are unhappy with the United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO) taking part in the election, saying that they are splitting
votes and causing trouble. I personally think that they will not win any seats,
and it is a good result if they can keep their deposit, after all, most of their
support comes from PH. At the same time, I agree that UMNO will "split" PH
votes.

However, how to define who split whose votes? If PH did not run in the
election, the votes would go to the United Malays National Organization
(UMO). On the contrary, it can be said that PH split their votes, and it is not
that UMO is unwilling to cooperate with PH. From a political perspective,
UMO's participation in the election is definitely disadvantageous to PH, but it
cannot use the name of winning to prevent others from running in the election.
This goes against the spirit of democracy.

In this state election, the United Malays National Party does not actually need
to win any seats. If they can make the Pakatan Harapan lose seats by splitting
the votes, they can force the Pakatan Harapan to negotiate with them in the
future. From another perspective, the United Malays National Party's
participation in the election still has another level of consideration. If a political
party does not run for election, what is the point? So it is actually hard to blame
the United Malays National Party for running for election.



From a political perspective, the United Malays National Organisation’s participation in the election will definitely be
disadvantageous to the PH. (File photo: Malaysian Perspective)

At the same time, the United People's Party also broke the precedent this time
by nominating more than half of the candidates as women. Although many
political parties ostensibly advocate women's rights and nominate at least 30
percent of female candidates, not many have actually done so, except for the
Democratic Action Party. The realistic consideration is the chance of winning.
Of course, female candidates do not directly mean that the chance of winning
is lowered, but in Malaysian politics, patriarchy is still very strong, and it is still
very subjective to think so. In addition, under the political party position
system, including the political norms of division leaders, it is not easy to
nominate candidates in a conventional way. And this convention often makes
the candidates all division leaders, that is, men. Therefore, to change this
phenomenon, two solutions can be adopted.

First, candidates are not determined solely by party age or party position, but
by ability. This solution requires a strong concentration of power at the central
level, and must ensure that if a branch revolt occurs, the central level must be
able to suppress it, or at least not be affected in the election. In simple terms,



this solution requires strong political will and a party support rate that far
exceeds the support rate of local individuals. The simplest example at present
is the Penang DAP.

Second, change the root cause directly, that is, let women become division
leaders. In this way, the party norms or conventions discussed above do not
need to be violated, nor do they need strong political will to intervene and
reform. However, as mentioned above, in Malaysia's male-dominated political
environment, this is not easy, but it is not impossible.

The author believes that whether the "Green Wave" is as strong as in the 15th general election or has weakened is
worthy of attention and discussion. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)

2. The Flow of Malay Votes

This is a topic worth discussing and a key point to observe in the state
election. Is the "Green Wave" as strong as in the 15th general election, or has
it weakened? At present, we cannot conclude that the "Green Wave" has
weakened, especially in Malay constituencies. On the contrary, Kedah Menteri
Besar Sanusi's previous remarks have consolidated his position in the eyes of
the Malays. Although in the eyes of the Chinese, his remarks are just
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nonsense, but when the Malays hear them, especially the disadvantaged
groups, they directly regard him as a hero. After all, there has been no PAS
leader like him before.

On the other hand, those who supported PH in the general election are now
asked to support PH and cooperate with UMNO. Like those Chinese voters
who voted in tears, they have limited choices. On the contrary, will UMNO
supporters choose 1 plus 1 equals 2 this time, or jump ship to PN? I have said
before that elections are often driven by emotions. No matter how rational
voters are, once emotions override rationality, they will vote based on emotions
rather than rationality, so the voting tendency can only be known on the day of
voting or the day before. Will the PN leaders try to win more support from
emotions, or will this group of people continue to support the Barisan
Nasional?

Conclusion: On the surface, the six-state elections may not spark much
excitement, but I believe everyone can find focus and observe this election
more deeply.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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Sungai Bakap to go to the polls July 6...

THE Sungai Bakap by-election in
Penang will be held on July 6, the
Read more

Cops to extend remand for Zayn's parents...

THE remand order will be extended for
the parents of Zayn Rayyan Abdul
Read more
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