






[Liu Zhewei Column] How to ensure that the
government drafts new laws to curb 3R from
being abused?

Liu Zhewei
Last updated 10 months ago · Published on 20 Jul 2023 1:55PM · 0 comments

The author suggested the establishment of a statutory committee to be appointed by the head of state, and the
committee members are directly responsible to the head of state and parliament. This committee has the final say on
any issues related to religion, race and the royal family. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)

Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Azalina revealed that the
government and relevant parties are drafting new laws to curb the hype of 3R
(religion, race and royal family) issues so that those who exaggerate the "3R"
issues can be dealt with through civil penalties. The recent case of Kedah
Chief Minister Sanusi allegedly insulting the royal family is the best example of
how individuals should not insult the royal family irresponsibly.
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From a legal perspective, the case is very simple and clearly shows that
whether you or I, or even others can see that his remarks have offended the
royal family, so not many people dare to stand up and speak for him. Even
when the leaders of the Selangor National Alliance and the Islamic Party
issued a statement of no forgiveness in the Selangor Palace, no leader dared
to speak.

Just imagine, a "big shot" like him (not referring to his size of course), but what
he did to Selangor Menteri Besar Amirudin. As a state minister and PAS
election director, he is definitely a big shot in the party, but not many PAS
leaders speak out in support of him.

Putting aside the royal family, let's focus on race and religion. When
formulating relevant laws, how should we define what are the sensitive words
of race and religion? What can be mentioned and what cannot be said? Where
is the bottom line? Who will decide the boundaries of these sensitive topics? In
fact, the formulation of new laws is similar to the Sedition Act. The latter gives
the power agency the final right to define, and the interests are mostly inclined
to the government.

Even if the government as a political entity intends not to intervene in such
cases and let law enforcement agencies, such as the Royal Police Force,
decide, although the police force should be neutral, how many people will
believe that the police force is politically neutral? I am not saying that the
police force is not neutral, but the police must establish confidence in its
neutrality in the hearts of the people. Just like the courts, justice must not only
be served, but also let the people see that justice is served. Therefore, the
neutrality of government agencies must not only be achieved, but also let the
public trust these institutions, and then they will believe in their neutrality.

On the surface, I agree with the enactment of laws, but when it comes to
implementation, there may be reservations. I suggest setting up a statutory
committee, appointed by the head of state, and the committee members are
directly responsible to the head of state and Parliament. This committee has
the final say on any issues related to religion, race and the royal family. And
the members of this committee must not have any political connections, so that
they will not be interfered with and influenced by political leaders.
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Only in this way can fairness and justice be achieved. Otherwise, all royal,
racial and religious boundaries and definitions are in the hands of the
government, and when making statements, one still needs to obey the
government, which will not only cause political unfairness, but also restrict
freedom of speech.

In fact, if we want social harmony and openly discuss the 3R issues, the more
effective approach depends on people's sense of responsibility. A rational and
honest person knows where the bottom line is, and so do politicians. When
conscience cannot control them, they use the law to punish them, but the
prerequisite is that these laws are not abused, but are fair and just, and do not
favor the interests of the government.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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Sungai Bakap to go to the polls July 6...

THE Sungai Bakap by-election in
Penang will be held on July 6, the
Read more
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Cops to extend remand for Zayn's parents...

THE remand order will be extended for
the parents of Zayn Rayyan Abdul
Read more
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