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[Liu Zhewei Column] Establishing an

Independent committee to decide sensitive
Issues

Liu Zhewei
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Another reform that this government or any future government should adopt is to set up more independent and neutral
committees to make decisions. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

Do you have other plans for August 127 If so, I'm sorry, you may have to
choose between voting in the state election and your original plan. Of course,
this is not the main topic of today's discussion, but | just can't help but make a

sarcastic remark. In my previous article, | advocated that the election date
should be fixed.
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Back to the topic | want to discuss today, which is that in recent months,
several ministers have been emphasizing that the 3R (royalty, race and
religion) issues should not be played during the election. On weekdays, the
government also tries to downplay sensitive issues and avoid offensive
remarks, but what is sensitive or offensive speech?

Is Penang part of Kedah? Defend the rights of Malays? Are Chinese
discriminated against in Malaysia? You are Malay, he is Chinese, she is
Indian? Primary schools of different streams are the rights of all races.

Which of the above examples is inappropriate and which is appropriate? Who
decides and who defines it? In the Barisan Nasional era, the definition of
sensitive issues was always decided by the ruling government and those in
power. Usually, any speech that was unfavorable to the government was
offensive.

For us Chinese, perhaps some issues related to defending the Islamic religion
and the rights of the Malays, such as prohibiting alcohol and gambling, are
considered extreme.

In the same situation, in the eyes of the Malays, defending the existence of
various streams of education and Chinese education and maintaining Chinese
education may be offensive. Is defending the demands of the Chinese and
reviving the rights of the Indians considered offensive and is it considered by
some people to be an offense to their rights?

In view of this, | proposed a long time ago to set up a lobbying committee to
identify what is excessive and what speech is excessive and beyond the line.
The members of this committee must not be subject to political influence and
political relations, and this committee can decide everything.

Since this government is built on multiracialism and pluralism, if | advocate for
an Islamic state or a Malay-majority state, my comments may be considered
offensive. Similarly, if PAS leads the federal government, | may also be
considered offensive if | defend freedoms that are not in line with Islamic law.

In short, many definitions are often based on the inclinations of a government
and are subject to very subjective boundaries. And many times, such
boundaries restrict the speech of the opposition party (regardless of who the



opposition party is). Therefore, it can be more fair and neutral to define it by a
neutral party. Of course, the premise is that this committee must be convincing
and fair, otherwise, it will become another government agency like other units.

In conclusion, this is another reform that this government or any future
government should adopt, to set up more independent and neutral committees
so that when decisions are made, they can be neutral and even fair to all
parties, including the government and the opposition.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor at the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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