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[Liu Chewei’'s Column] Are you afraid of being bitten back when
PH strengthens Umno?

Liu Zhewei
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Incorporating Umno into the cabinet will provide more conveniences and indirectly strengthen Umno. (Picture taken from Facebook)

Should Umno be strengthened? Before answering this question, you may also want to answer the next
question. Are there any other options?

According to the current consensus of the coalition government, Umno and Pakatan Harapan will not run
against each other in the six state elections. In other words, if Umno cannot win the seats, it means that
Perikatan Nasional will win the seats. The choice PH supporters have to face is, do you like PN or Umno? If it
is Perikatan Nasional, then do not strengthen Umno to avoid being bitten back in the future. If you choose
Umno, you can't control what will happen in the future, you can only look at the present.
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In fact, bringing UMNO into the cabinet has gradually strengthened it. | believe that if PN is in power, it will
not be able to commit to UMNO and let UMNO take charge of departments that are easily accessible to
Malay voters in rural areas, such as the Ministry of Rural Development. This sector is the most accessible to
Aboriginal voters, and ministers can easily make decisions that benefit Aboriginal voters in exchange for
votes. This will undoubtedly strengthen Umno and make it possible for Umno to bite back Pakatan Harapan
in the future. But as a practical matter, even if PH knows this, it cannot say no because PH has no better
choice.

According to my personal observations and findings, looking at Umno from the national election, it is only a
matter of time before the Green Wave defeats Umno as long as the status quo is maintained. Incorporating
Umno into the cabinet will provide more conveniences and indirectly strengthen Umno. When Umno
becomes stronger, Umno may return to the Umno it was before, and even its former shortcomings and
negative image may be revived. But to be honest, Pakatan Harapan has no other choice in accepting Umno.
They can only focus on the immediate situation instead of making long-term plans.
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When Pakatan Harapan is strong enough to win Malay votes, maybe Pakatan Harapan will also be able to compete with Umno. (File photo: The Malaysian
Insight)
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In addition, from a more optimistic perspective, although Umno is always branded with a negative image, it is
actually not that terrible. We only need to treat Umno and Umno leaders differently. Is it the party that makes
the leader bad, or is it the party leader who makes Umno’s reputation bad? From an optimistic point of view,
choosing to cooperate with Umno now to win the election is what can be done now. Who knows if Umno will
become stronger in the future, the party leader may also change. Don’t forget, there are many Umno leaders
who have a positive image in the eyes of the public, such as former and current leaders such as Acting
President Mohd Hassan, Azalina and Khairy.

There are two distinctions between Malay votes, votes contested between Umno and Perikatan Nasional,
and Malay votes supporting Pakatan Harapan. When Pakatan Harapan is strong enough to win Malay votes,
then Pakatan Harapan may also be able to compete with Umno.

All'in all, given the current political situation, Pakatan Harapan has no choice and cannot make long-term
plans. Regarding the approaching Green Tide offensive, it is the right thing to work with Umno to stop it.
Looking at the political parties, Pakatan Harapan can only cooperate with Umno. Just like the chapter in "The
Romance of the Three Kingdoms", Zhou Yu and Zhuge Liang are both partners and competitors. In real
politics, sometimes you need to strengthen your competitors first, and then stumble against them if you have
the opportunity in the future. Remember, a small impatience will mess up a big plan.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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