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Due to the deterioration of the relationship between Mahathir and PKR Chairman Anwar, he is now unable to cooperate with Anwar. (File photo: The Malaysian
Insight)

If we look at the general public, including the Malay community, we will not be surprised by the meeting
between Mahathir and Hadi Awang. In fact, their meeting will not have much impact on politics.

I've said it before, politicians love to bluff, and the "enemy of my enemy is my friend" tactic has always
worked. Now Mahathir just needs to find a new political partner, and PAS is definitely his choice. Let's forget
the past and how they used to criticize each other. In the political power game, anything is possible.
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I personally am not surprised that Mahathir made this move, and I believe anyone who studies Mahathir’s
politics will say the same. The reason is simple. Looking back at Mahathir's political history, he often
cooperated with his previous political enemies, and what these people have in common is that his partners
are also in a weak position. For example, when he was expelled from Umno, he chose to cooperate with
PKR and its partner parties, or PAS.

Judging by the political situation, Mahathir has to consider whether to cooperate with a right-wing party (PAS)
or a moderate party (PKR and its allies).

Let us not forget that although Umno was strong before the 2018 general
election, if it wanted to cooperate with PAS at that time to promote right-
wing ideology, it might not be effective. As for PKR and its allies, based on
racial proportions, prime ministerial candidates, Publicity and everything is
ready for cooperation.

As the relationship between Mahathir and PKR Chairman Anwar has
deteriorated, he can no longer cooperate with Anwar. Umno led by Zahid
Zahid supports the Anwar government. There is no reason to abandon
Anwar and defect to Mahathir at this stage. Di, so the only party he can
cooperate with is the PN.

The author believes that the meeting between Mahathir and Hadi Awang is not surprising. In fact, their meeting will not have much impact on politics. (File
photo: The Malaysian Insight)

If we look carefully, this meeting between Mahathir and Hadi Awang or PAS has nothing to do with Bersatu.
Agree or not, his anger towards Bersatu remains since he left the party. The purpose of this meeting is just
for a very ordinary purpose. The two parties said they were discussing the Malay agenda, so whether
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Bersatu appears, they can still directly sign the "Malay Declaration" agreement. With or without the
participation of Bersatu, Bersatu It is also possible to proceed along the same route.

The question is, since Mahathir already has nothing, why did PAS still sign a manifesto with Mahathir? In my
opinion, there are two angles to analyze it. First of all, looking back at the history of the Islamic Party, it
basically pursues the idea that the more the better for those who come. Anyone who wants to cooperate with
them is welcome. Even if this cooperation requires giving up some electoral seats, they are willing to do so.
This is PAS politics.

Second, although Mahathir cannot easily win the seat, he is still a topical figure anyway. He can certainly
attract media and public attention. In other words, there is no downside to PAS in partnering with Mahathir,
the only biggest downside will be seat negotiations. However, this technical issue has definitely not been
discussed in detail, and it will not become the focus of current cooperation.

All in all, I'm not surprised by this at all. Whether the declaration between Mahathir and Hadi will spark a
heated discussion in Malaysian politics is yet to be seen.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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