






[Liu Zhewei’s Column] If politicians want to commit political
suicide, let them go!
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The author believes that if the current government has not made mistakes, then accept it. As responsible opposition members, they should also accept reality
in their actions.

I must explain in advance that today’s topic is inherently biased. I will discuss this topic from two
perspectives. The first is my personal feelings about prejudice, and the second is to put myself in the shoes
of others, that is, discuss it from a neutral perspective.
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To be honest, I don’t like the way politics is played now, where national elections are triggered at every turn
just to bring down the government. First of all, I am not completely opposed to this kind of politics, as
happened before in Hong Kong, when 5 legislators resigned, triggering by-elections in all 5 constituencies. In
short, under the Hong Kong electoral system at the time, these five Legislative Council members were
enough for all Hong Kong voters to vote, and the results were "used" as a referendum against the
government.

However, with the current government, I don't think there is any problem. Of course, whether the government
is good or bad is purely subjective. Just because I don't think there's anything wrong with this government
right now doesn't mean that other people think the same way I do. With justice in mind, we must be fair and
objective, and learn from the gentlemanly demeanor of the British government. If the current government
doesn't make mistakes, then accept it. As responsible opposition members, they should also accept reality in
their actions. Only when the government is obviously doing bad things can the opposition be successful.

In short, my personal views and feelings are that I really hate this approach of overthrowing the government
and have personal bias.

However, to be fair, we should try to see the situation from the other person's perspective and try to discuss
the issue in a neutral way. You can say that what the opposition is planning is unreasonable and
ungentlemanly, but to some extent some people think it is legal and consistent with democracy. As stated
above, while I am happy with how this administration has performed so far, others have the right to think this
administration sucks, just like President Trump. No matter how much you hate him, he is legal under election
rules. elected.

The author believes that politicians who run as independent candidates rarely win elections. Leaving the original party emblem also means that the voters who
previously supported them also leave. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)
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Although, I don't like the idea of   holding a by-election, I will not stop them from exercising their democratic
rights and they are free to resign and run again. We'll see if these guys can retake their current seats. Frankly
speaking, I have reservations. Don’t forget, those mentioned in the rumors, that PN wants to lure BN MPs to
join, and those who campaign under the BN banner, many of the votes come from BN rather than the
candidates themselves. In other words, for MCA and MIC MPs to re-run after resigning, within the framework
of cooperation between Barisan Nasional and Pakatan Harapan, I am certain that they will not be able to win
back their seats.

The ones worth watching are those Umno seats. With the strength of the green wave, coupled with personal
factors such as Hishammuddin, it is not impossible for him to retain his Sembron seat. The only question now
is, how many current Umno MPs with his personal clout can be swayed by PN? This is one of the reasons
why politicians who run as independent candidates rarely win elections in the peninsula. Leaving your party
emblem in principle also means that you will also make voters who previously supported your party no longer
support it, unless your influence is large enough to make your supporters loyal to you.

Don't forget, once you do this, if you win, rejoice. If you lose, you will not be able to reach the shore at both
ends. You cannot go back to Umno. Even if you later join the National League, you will only be a nobody.
Don’t forget, in Umno politics, to be a candidate in an election means you have to be a significant figure, and
most of them are in the ascendant stage. His position in Umno, at least as a district leader in Umno, when
you are reduced to being a nobody in Perikatan Nasional, it is basically political suicide.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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