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In Malaysia, if someone eats in front of Muslims during Ramadan, it may become a sensitive issue of racism. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)

SAV… SAV… SAV… SAV… SAV…

This week, I will share another thought about Ramadan and the Islamic religion in Malaysia.
 
Are any of you eating in front of Muslims during this Ramadan? If so, why? If not, why should you be
concerned?
 
Previously, I wrote an article about race relations in Malaysia. I say that the current Malaysia can only
euphemistically describe itself as trying to tolerate or accommodate Malaysia’s diversity. We are not yet at
the stage of celebrating Malaysia’s diversity.
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IIUM does not sell lunch during Ramadan because it is simply not economical from a business perspective to open a stall to cater to the needs of a very small
number of non-Muslim groups. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)

The difference between the former and the latter is that in the former, no matter what you do or don't do, it will
be because of sensitive issues, worry about the feelings of another racial or religious group, worry that you
will be criticized, deliberate accommodation or tolerance, etc., while the latter , you don’t care about another
community group’s feelings because you know the other community understands you and doesn’t require
you to shy away from doing anything specifically to accommodate their feelings.
 
This brings us to the original question, will you eat or drink in front of Muslims during this Ramadan? This is
another personal experience I had at International Islamic University (IIUM) that I would like to share here.
 
At IIUM, there was no lunch for sale at all. Of course, this is very inconvenient for me. But would I complain
about that? not at all. It is not that IIUM does not consider the welfare of non-Muslims on campus, but try to
think about it, opening a stall to cater to the needs of a very small group of non-Muslims is simply not
economical from a business perspective.
 
Likewise, do I need to fast in public, or eat and drink in secret corners? The most common advice is that you
must eat somewhere private, otherwise it may become a sensitive issue for others, let alone in an Islamic
institution. But the reality is that I personally feel that IIUM has a more correct understanding of Islamic
teachings than other places in Malaysia.
 
I used to work in a work office (not my personal office) because there was a water dispenser in the office.
Since I was familiar with the secretaries of both units, I didn’t feel guilty when I ate or drank in front of them.
Likewise, they didn’t mind me eating or drinking in front of them.

 
The author pointed out that a true Muslim would feel guilty if you did not eat or drink because they were fasting. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)



But the story I want to share is that one day, when I was eating in the tea room as usual, the cleaner saw me
eating noodles. I suddenly felt a little embarrassed and guilty about the cleaner's presence. What was
surprising was how casual her response was. She didn't mind and told me "it's okay", "makan, makan" (eat),
"tak apa" (it's okay). From my personal observation, she sincerely doesn't mind at all, rather than politely
saying she doesn't mind. Likewise, with my students, they don't mind at all when I share with them that I'm
hungry, looking for food, or that I just finished eating, etc.

This article is not intended to encourage people to deliberately eat or drink in the presence of Muslims. What
I would like to share with you is my experience of Ramadan at IIUM, because I believe that IIUM is
authoritative enough to represent the practice of the Islamic religion.
 
We often see that in Malaysia, if someone eats in front of Muslims, it may become a sensitive issue of
racism. But at IIUM, this is commonplace. Ramadan is a holy month that tests Muslims and is a religious
obligation that Muslims have toward God.

This is by no means a secular obligation and does not prohibit non-
Muslims from eating or drinking in their presence just because they are
fasting. A true Muslim will never care, after all eating and drinking are the
basic needs of every human being, he or she is fasting because of Allah,
not because of you. 

Also, a true Muslim will feel guilty if you don't eat or drink because they
are fasting.

Although IIUM is an Islamic institution and may be labeled as extreme in the eyes of outsiders, IIUM is
more tolerant of diversity than other places in Malaysia. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)
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related articles
Ramadhan markets in the municipalities waste enough food to feed 40,000 people every day
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/436651)
[Liu Zhewei Column] Conflict over whether Muslims can go to other religious places
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/435411)

Like at the beginning of the article, I mentioned whether diversity is celebrated or tolerated in Malaysia. We can only truly celebrate
diversity when we don’t have to avoid doing something out of fear that it will become a sensitive issue. 

Likewise, other racial or religious groups do not get upset when someone else does something that goes
against their beliefs. There is no need for any community to hide or hide from the true facts, such as non-
Muslims not fasting, non-Muslims, especially Chinese, eating pork, etc. 

On the contrary, Malaysia is only practicing maximum tolerance at this stage, that is, we try to avoid Muslims
during Ramadan meals, and both parties also try to hide or not mention non-Muslims eating pork, or even
talk about anything about pigs or pork. . This is avoidance, or at best accommodation, definitely not
celebration.
 
In short, my personal experience of Ramadhan this year at IIUM, as you can see in my previous article. I
would like to say that although IIUM is an Islamic institution and may be labeled as extreme in the eyes of
outsiders, IIUM is more tolerant of diversity than other places in Malaysia.
 

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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Ramadan spice chicken rice costs RM15, government urged to pay attention to rising chicken prices
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/434835)
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