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Can Muslims enter other religious places of worship? Can Muslims learn about other religions? (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)

Can Muslims enter other religious places of worship? Can Muslims learn about other religions?

Similar questions have been popping up recently. I personally think that the state elections are imminent, and
the states to be elected include Kelantan, Terengganu and Kedah, which are dominated by the Islamic Party.
I am personally happy to see His Highness the Sultan of Selangor speaking out against the narrow teachings
of Islam.

To be honest, there is no standard answer to the first question. Even the four major Sunni legal schools,
Hanafi, Malik, Shafi'i and Hanbali, have their own interpretations. 
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The author points out that it is not easy to draw up a standard because you need to deal with a large group of supporters of Islam in a narrow sense. (File
photo: The Malaysian Insight)

However, in the real world, as Dr. Zulkifli Bakri mentioned, in a pluralistic society, many times Islam cannot be
defined so narrowly, and at the same time, guidelines to guide the Muslim community are necessary. I
personally agree with him. But crafting a standard is not easy because you need to contend with a large
group of supporters of Islam in the narrow sense.

Even so, no matter how Muslim scholars argue on the issue, the Sultan
still has the final say as the Sultan is the religious leader of individual
states, which is clearly stated in our constitution.

Therefore, how the Sultan views an issue has a great impact on it, such
as the earlier Bon Odori issue in Japan, halal laundry, and blessings for
other festivals, etc.

The interesting part I want to discuss is the second question, whether
Muslims can learn about other religions. Currently, the general answer is
no.

If this is indeed a firm answer, then wouldn't it be unfortunate that the International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM) has to close one of its departments? Because there is a department in the school that
studies comparative religion. I believe the same is true for several other universities.

Although Islamic University is an institution based on Islam, it has succeeded in making non-Muslims feel warm moments on campus. (File photo: The
Malaysian Insight)

It is ironic that those who restrict Muslims from learning other religions are followers and supporters of Zakir
Naik? If so, these people should consider leaving or distrusting Zakir because he often claims to be a student
of comparative religion. His background also makes sense, otherwise he wouldn't be able to keep making
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comparisons between Islam and non-Islam.

A few days ago, I just shared my personal experience on my personal Facebook. I encountered a heart-
warming moment while buying food for Ramadan at the Islamic University Bazaar. What I am trying to say is
that it is not the religion or the institution that causes people to approach or distance themselves from another
religion, but rather the believers themselves give non-believers a positive or negative view of that religion.

Although Islamic University is an institution based on Islam, it has succeeded in making non-Muslims feel
warm moments on campus.

Those who make irresponsible remarks outside, perhaps they should learn from Islamic universities to
tolerate other cultures and learn how to maintain the sanctity and good name of Islam, instead of saying and
doing some objectionable things that make non-Muslims have a negative opinion of Islam. Teach fear.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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