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The author believes that will the case of former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin affect Bersatu and Perikatan Nasional? This depends on two types of people,
the first is party members and the second is supporters. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)
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Will the case of former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin affect Bersatu and Perikatan Nasional? This is a
question that domestic and foreign media and people will ask, and my answer depends on two types of
people, the first is party members, and the second is supporters.

The support of party members is important because supporting an accused leader can convince him that he
is being politically persecuted. Is this really a political persecution? To be honest, neither you nor I know.
From what I have seen, many times it is the opposition parties that are prosecuted. Secondly, neutral
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institutions such as the Anti-Corruption Commission, the police force, the courts and the Election
Commission have yet to gain the trust of the people. I have said before that this government must strive to
restore the credibility of these institutions, and I will not repeat it.

As long as the entire party supports Muhyiddin, he has one less thing to worry about. In fact, is it possible
that any leader who is accused will not be supported by party members and grassroots? This can happen,
but is rare. Unless they decide that they want to distance the party from the leader, or plot to bring down the
leader, this is undoubtedly the best time.

For Muhyiddin and Bersatu, they must believe that Muhyiddin is being persecuted politically, so party
members will think that he is innocent.

As for the second type of people who are most critical, we are talking
about supporters. Pakatan Harapan and Barisan Nasional supporters
aside, almost none of them will vote for him regardless of whether he is
guilty or not. So, what we are talking about here are supporters of Bersatu
and PN.

I often say that politics does not need the truth, but the opinions of the
grassroots and supporters. If they believe Muhyiddin is innocent, they will
fully support him. If they think he is guilty, they will no longer support him.

In other words, the first thing Muhyiddin should do is to convince party
members that he is innocent, that is, to establish political marketing so that party members will support him
unconditionally. Don’t forget, we are talking about Bersatu now, and Muhyiddin is the pillar of the party. Once
he is defeated, it means that the entire party will also collapse.

As for the PN, at least there is support from the Islamic Party. The difference between Bersatu and Umno is
that Bersatu claims to be clean, while Umno is accused of corruption. If they compare PPBM to Umno and
say that a Malay-dominated political party is equally corrupt, then PPBM will really be in the same
predicament as Umno and it will be really difficult to find a gap to fill it. Sometimes it really means death - no
matter what, the outcome is the same.

In short, I have no opinion on whether Muhyiddin will be convicted or released. What I am more interested in
is whether his case will affect the elections in the next six states, which is worth looking forward to.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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