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IIUM adheres to the practice of Islamic teachings here to pursue and fulfill the true teachings of Islam. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)

Unknowingly, this is my 150th article. I have been writing this column for nearly three years, and I have not
missed a single one regardless of rain or shine.

I once thought about writing about my working environment - International Islamic University of Malaysia
(IIUM) in my 50th or 100th article. Whenever I want to start writing, I will be distracted by more popular topics
and miss them. Today, I would like to take this opportunity to talk about my university.
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Many people often ask me why I teach at IIUM. I half-jokingly say, because I love IIUM. Of course people
who know me well roll their eyes at me, new friends just smile. I don't think they'll believe my answer. I’m
going to tell you the truth today and I hope my friends will read this too.

The author pointed out that many people often ask him why he teaches at IIUM, and he half-jokingly says that it is because he loves IIUM. (File photo: The
Malaysian Insight)

Actually, it’s not that I want to choose IIUM, but the government’s scholarship program. I have to be affiliated
with a public university, such as UM, UKM, USM, etc., or a small college. (formerly Academy University).

I have applied to almost all public universities, except for the universities
in Sabah and Sarawak. The main reason is that transportation is not
convenient, and the universities in Kelantan and Terengganu are also far
away. To be honest, I have interviewed at several places and I have
confidence in myself. Even at one of the universities (I’m not going to
name names), two departments have met to recognize my candidacy.

Under normal circumstances, departments have their own say. After all, I
will serve directly in that department. I later learned from a department
chair who was about to retire (I told the truth because she was about to
retire) that my candidacy was not approved by the dean. To put it simply, I
am not a Malay and do not belong to the dean. Team leader.

To my surprise, IIUM accepted me instead. As you can imagine, how could they accept me as a non-Muslim?
Interestingly, during the interview process, there was little talk about my identity, and in fact they didn't even
care that I was a non-Muslim. I was accepted as long as my performance met their standards.
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They just asked me if I could adapt to being in an Islamic university where almost 100% of the people around
me would be Muslims. In addition, this university also has many people from West Asian countries, known as
"Pak Arab", who dress conservatively.

Will I be able to adapt? My immediate reaction was that I am from Maktab Rendah Sains MARA. When I was
in the fourth and fifth years of junior high school, I was already the only Chinese student, so the environment
at IIUM was not a problem at all for me. This is the only situation they are worried about. In fact, this is
actually an adaptation issue, not a religious issue.

After graduation, when I reported in on my first day, I was greeted by the acting dean of the department
because the dean was on vacation. He told me that this department would make me feel like home. Of
course, I nodded politely, but my heart went in with one ear and out with the other. I originally joined IIUM just
to apply for a scholarship. I served here for a few years after graduation and then left. I believe many readers
will have the same idea as me.

The author pointed out that when teaching at IIUM, he did not feel discriminated against at all, even though he was a non-Muslim and a minority among the
minorities. (File photo: The Malaysian Insight)

However, after joining IIUM, I changed my mind about the stereotype. There is no doubt that they are an
Islamic university and the syllabus is adapted to Islamic teachings. When it comes to Islamic teachings it is
stated that non-Muslims should not be discriminated against. While teaching at IIUM, I didn’t feel
discriminated against at all, even though I was a non-Muslim, a minority among the minorities. I will also have
the benefits of my Muslim colleagues.

Imagine that I have been teaching here for about two years, and when the department chair takes a leave of
absence, he asks me to fill in for a week. The hospital also appointed me to an administrative position. Just
imagine, if I were teaching in a so-called “secular” university, I might not have the opportunity.
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If we follow the teachings of Islam, we can understand that Islam is a beautiful religion with beautiful
teachings. Unfortunately, when a religion is distorted, no matter which religion it is, once it is hijacked and
used for personal gain, everything becomes different, making other people think that they are afraid to
approach this religion, or even regard it as bad.

Anyway, for those of you reading this article, your thoughts now are pretty much the same as mine just
before I joined IIUM. After a real personal experience, you will find that the Islamic teaching practices
adhered to here at IIUM, in order to pursue and fulfill the true Islamic teachings (personal opinions and
senses), make people feel comfortable. I just want to say, well done IIUM!
 

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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