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A recent event held by the Terengganu State PAS Youth League showed photos of people dressed as warriors armed with swords, spears and shields and
participating in a parade along a road lined with PAS flags, causing uneasiness among netizens. (Picture taken from the Internet)

For those who have read my articles and watched my speeches, I have always called Nik Aziz one of the few
politicians I admire. And for people who know me well, I have a different view than the average Chinese. I
don’t think Law 355 will hurt the non-Muslim community because it has nothing to do with non-Muslims. I
have a different view than others on Islamic public policy, and I think there can be a certain degree of laxity.

This article remains neutral as always, just like last week I recommended you to read "Veil of ignorance" in
John Rawls's "A Theory of Justice". In any case, let me state first that I am of Chinese descent. and non-
Muslims, there may be personal bias in the remarks.
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It does not matter to me the spread and promotion of any ideology including socialism and communism, even
if these are taboo ideologies of right wing ideologies. However, in Malaysia, any material related to
communism is taboo. Even if a political science student like me wants to access any communist material,
even for research purposes, he needs to apply for and obtain permission from the department chair.

My view on ideology is similar to that of religion. As long as the respective devout people do not do bad
things, they should be allowed room for maneuver, and the people will decide for themselves which ideology
is suitable. For example, in the United States, a country that is very hard-line against communist ideology
allows the Communist Party to exist. Likewise, Satanism, a religion or belief that many people view as
demonic, is also allowed to be practiced. No matter what ideologies and beliefs these doctrines try to bring
about, the bottom line allowed by the state is that they cannot violate state laws, such as armed revolution to
achieve their goals, or even killing and other inappropriate behaviors. To do this, they must abide by the
constraints of the law, not the constraints of ideology and belief. As long as it does not violate the law, no one
can say for sure what is right and what is wrong.

Although communism is allowed in the United States, not many people
know about it, and I didn’t know it before. According to logic, the United
States and communism have nothing to do with each other, and they
should not exist. However, given the freedom but without support, it is still
difficult for communism to exist.

After the long philosophical overview above, I now want to talk about two
pictures that happened recently. The first one is a historical photo. Malays
are riding in rickshaws pulled by Chinese. It is depicted as wealthy Malays
and Chinese were also coolies back then. Another shows PAS marching
in green-themed medieval militant costumes.

Regarding the first photo, I personally cannot tolerate this. When we discuss this issue in a rational way,
personal interests aside, every action taken must bring improvement to the status quo. If an action worsens
the status quo, it is better to maintain the status quo. I tried to calm myself down and think about it from a
different perspective, whether it was a case of free expression or whether it had crossed a boundary. I
personally thought it was the latter. Of course, if it is for personal gain, this is definitely wrong. Even so, I
personally give some room to question that maybe his intention was to try to encourage Malays to work
harder. But I still believe there are other ways to encourage Malays to be diligent rather than stepping on
others to lift themselves up. This is why I cannot agree with Zakir, who promotes the Islamic religion by
belittling other religions. To me, it's okay to promote one's own ideology or religion, but it's absolutely not
okay to promote one's own ideology or religion by putting others down.

Looking at the Terengganu parade again, I believe most people agree that this is a political factor. Although I
also think so, here I want to objectively analyze the real purpose behind the march. Is this free space or over
the limit? I tried to find a complete video of the parade, but unfortunately I couldn't find it. So, let me just say
hypothetically, first of all, no kind of demonstration can involve violence. Second, such a march cannot
promote seditious propaganda. If the above two points are met, whether I like it or not, I think it can be given
free space. As for those who oppose, they should also remain neutral (must think about one day when they
are in opposition), because if those in power are given the opportunity to tell others what is right and wrong
based on their own subjective perspective, can these opposing voices be accepted?

I have been thinking, should I treat Islamic extremism the same way I treat Mahathir? No matter what
Mahathir said, no one paid attention, no media reported it, no one cared to respond. Sooner or later, Mahathir
will be diluted by time. If a person is to be forgotten, in many cases it is enough as long as he is not paid
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attention to. On the contrary, continuing to pay attention to him gives him a chance to revitalize. However, for
radical Islam, not responding to them is basically giving them more room to go further. This is like
appeasement in international relations, which also provides space for a world war to break out.

In summary, when looking at an event that you are not happy with, instead of judging the matter based on
personal prejudices and preferences, it is better to think about the principled debate behind the matter from a
macro perspective and neutrally put yourself in someone else’s shoes to distinguish right from wrong. ,
should and shouldn’t.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science at the International
Islamic University. Before that, he also taught in other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained a
bachelor's degree and a master's degree in political science from the National University of Malaysia, and a
doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol in the United Kingdom.
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KKB results hinge on voter turnout, Malay
sentiment...

A LOW voter turnout for the Kuala Kubu
Read more

Star Wars the sagaStar Wars the saga


THE MALAYSIAN INS
7 May 2024

Star Wars the saga continues 
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