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The ‘Islamization of Knowledge’ movement has given rise to serious debate among
scholars about the nature of knowledge and education. This debate is clouded by several
misunderstandings. The present work aims to clarify these misunderstandings by exploring
the meaning, scope and methodology of Islamization of Knowledge. It deals with the term,
concept, perception, principles and work plan of the movement.

The book traces its historical background in which the concept and the movement were
initially developed and clarifies some aspects of it. This allows readers to better understand
the philosophical foundation of the Islamization of Knowledge movement. It introduces the
important institutions and pioneers who had identified the necessity of the movement and
also contributed towards its conceptualization. It helps readers: in identifying and
articulating the central theme and facilitates them to better analyze, evaluate and
comprehend the full range of ‘Islamization of Knowledge’. It also explains the need for the
Islamization of religious sciences.

This book demonstrates that the movement is intellectually sound and practically relevant
to all human beings—Muslims and non-Muslims. It explains that Islamization is not
confined to any particular group of Muslim scholars, rather, it is in the agenda of all the
different schools of thought present in the Muslim world. This is a necessary prerequisite for
developing a comprehensive and well-balanced paradigm for the development of the human
civilization which can be seen as an alternative to the present dominant Western paradigm
of development.

Muhammad Mumtaz Ali was born in Hyderabad, India in 1955 and graduated in 1974 from
Osmania University, Hyderabad. He received a Master’s degree in Political Science from
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India and later obtained his M.Phil and Ph.D in Islamic
Studies from the same university while completing an empirical investigation of his research
in England during 1982-83. Currently, he is an Associate Professor at the Department of
Usuluddin and Comparative Religion, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and
Human Sciences, and Chairman of the Seminar Committee at the department. He has
presented several research papers in national and international conferences, and published in
several journals in the area of Islamic thought. He has also authored several books including
Islam and the Western Philosophy of Knowledge; Conceptual and Methodological Issues in
Islamic Research: A Few Milestones; The Clash of Civilizations or Civilizational Peaceful
Co-Existence: An Analysis of the Views of Huntington and Khurshid Ahmad; Critical
Thinking: An Islamic Perspective; The Philosophy of Science: Western and Islamic
Perspective on Certain Aspects; The Failure of Modernity and the Development of
Contemporary Islamic Revivalist Discourse: Towards an Alternative Civilizational
Development.
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