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Abstract

Humanity has been granted a special favor by God, surpassing many of His
creations, through the unique gift of reason. This faculty serves as the center
of accountability, the domain of honor, and the arena where rewards and
punishments unfold. Needless to say, that fitrah (innate disposition) provides
the intellect the capacity to generally distinguish between right and wrong,
good, and evil. Nevertheless, does the intellect function autonomously, aided
by this inherent capability, when it comes to making ethical judgments
concerning the specific details and complexities of virtues and vices expressed
in the actions of individuals? Islamic scholars contend that reason is not fitting
to be the exclusive source of ethical judgment without guidance from
revelation. This study examines the perspectives of three Muslim scholars who
reject the notion of the reasons’ ability to independently legislate ethical
principles. They are Abad 'Uthman al-Jahiz (d. 255 AH), a philosopher and
theologian; Abta Ishaq al-Shatibi (d. 791 AH), a jurist and scholar of legal
theory; and Taha Abdurrahman, an ethical philosopher. Each of these scholars
presented arguments supporting their consensus on the necessity of human
reason being subordinate to the judgments of Sharia. The research findings
suggest that the limitations in the human intellect, characterized by its
relativity and volatility, contribute to the inadequacy of reason in making
ethical judgments. Additionally, the impact of emotions and desires on rational
judgments and decision-making, along with the unique nature of Islamic
ethics, further compounds this reality. Consequently, it becomes imperative to
connect ethics with divine revelation and guidance. This linkage enables
reason to surpass the constraints of its limited perspective, embracing the
boundless expanse of divine wisdom.

Keywords: Ethics, reason, revelation, al-Jahiz, al-Shatibi, Taha
Abdurrahman.
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