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ABSTRACT

Linguistic differentiation is of the most important exegetical approaches that commentators
relied on in the early generation. Exegetes based many interpretations on this approach. Thus,
this approach had great presence in the interpretations of the companions, their follower, and
those after them. This article aims to elucidate this approach as it still remains obscure among
researchers. Its obscurity has led some to claim that relying on linguistic differences in
interpretation is foreign to the reliable methods of interpretation, and that it does not have a clear
process. Therefore, this study was dedicated to illustrating the methods of detecting linguistic
differences while considering what was reported from the commentators of the early period. The
methodology adopted in this study is the inductive analytical approach. It focuses solely on the
differences mentioned in the tafsir of Surah Yasin. This study includes useful criteria for
linguistic differentiation from the work of Abi Hilal Al-"Askari, as found in his insightful book
al-Furtq al-Lughawiyyah. The study also concluded with methods for the discovery of linguistic
differences while emphasizing that tafsir through these linguistic nuances is an early method
employed by the Companions, their Followers, and those who followed them. The research
reviewed all the differences reported from the tafsirs of these three generations within the scope
of Siirah Yasin. It also addressed one difference that the early commentators did not touch upon,
indicating that this area remains open for exploration. The total number of linguistic differences
reported regarding the interpretation of Siirah Yasin was six differences, each with its significant
linguistic implications considered by commentators and rhetoricians.

Keywords: Linguistic Differentiation - Discovery Method - Quranic Terminology - Tafsir
Traditions - Surah Yasin
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