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Abstract

Unbearable scenes of cruelty and human suffering challenge the tendency of a section of academics to overlook the reality
of everyday life and to remain detached from the wider world that they are supposed to serve intellectually. The recent
episode of prolonged genocidal killings of Palestinians by Israeli forces has brought this question again to the fore. Given
the ongoing human tragedy in Gaza, in this essay | seek to advance the ethos of writerly commitment to promoting equity
and justice, drawing especially on the works of Edward Said and Ngugi wa Thiong’o. © 2023 International Islamic University
Malaysia. All rights reserved.

Author Keywords
Academic isolationism; direct and indirect victims of oppression; Edward Said; genocide and mass murder; Ngugi wa
Thiong’'o; the Palestine question

References

+« Auden, WH.
(2013) Norton Anthology of English Literature, pp. 2819-2836.
Stephen Greenblatt (Ed). New York: WW Norton and Company

+« Midnight News,
19 Dec 2023

« Butalia, Urvashi
(1998) The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India,
New Delhi: Penguin Books

« Corley, Liam
Achilles among the maidens
(2012) War, Literature & The Arts, 24 (1), pp. 216-224.

« Evans, Frank G., Butler, Linda J.
Violence in our schools: Conflict resolution and peer mediation as a preventive
remedy
(1996) Dispute Resolution Magazine, 3 (1), pp. 8-10.

« Gritten, David
Israel Gaza: ‘Where is mum? Where is grandma? Where did they go?
(2023) The BBC,
13 Dec

+« Hasan, Md. Mahmudul
Gaza-Israel war: A Sign of Hypocrisy
(2023) New Age, p. 8.
19 October

+« Hasan, Md Mahmudul
African and Islamic: Doris Lessing’s Notion of Writerly Commitment in “The Small
Personal Voice”
(2023) Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction, pp. 1-12.



+« Hennessy, Michael
‘Believe It or Not, | Have Got Better’: Auden after 1940
(2000) Contemporary Literature, 41 (3), pp. 564-586.

« Hurst, Daniel
Australia and other western governments ‘paralysed’ in response to Gaza conflict,
says UN expert
The Guardian,
14 November 2023

« Lessing, Doris
(1994) A Small Personal Voice: Essays, Reviews, Interviews,
edited by Paul Schlueter. London: Flamingo

« Moore, Donald J.
Heschel on Israel
(2007) Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, 26 (1), pp. 112-129.

« Nijim, Mohammed
(2020) Genocide in Gaza: Physical destruction and beyond,
(master’s thesis). University of Manitoba

+ (1993) Norton Anthology of English Literature, 2.
6th ed. M H Abrams (Ed). New York: WW Norton and Company

« Said, Edward W.
(1996) Representations of the Intellectual: The 1993 Reith Lectures,
New York: Vintage

« Talbot, lan
The 1947 partition of India
(2008) The Historiography of Genocide, pp. 420-437.
London: Palgrave Macmillan UK

« (2008) 269,000 People Died in Bangladesh War, Says New Study,
20 June

« Thiong’o, Nglgri
(1986) Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in African Literature,
wa London: James Currey

+ Zreik, Raef, Dakwar, Azar
What'’s in the Apartheid Analogy? Palestine/lsrael Refracted
(2020) Theory & Event, 23 (3), pp. 664-705.

Correspondence Address
Hasan Md.M.; The Department of English Language and Literature, Malaysia; email: mmhasan@iium.edu.my

Publisher: International Islamic University Malaysia

ISSN: 19853106

Language of Original Document: English
Abbreviated Source Title: Asiat.
2-s2.0-85181869994

Document Type: Article

Publication Stage: Final

Source: Scopus

Copyright © 2024 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered
trademark of Elsevier B.V. RELX Group™



