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Inspired by the worldview of tawhid and Islamic
philosophy of the unity of knowledge as well as its
concepts of holistic education, the University aims at
becoming a leading international centre of excellence in
education, research and innovation which seeks to
restore the dynamic and progressive role of the ummah
in all branches of knowledge for the betterment of
human life and civilisation.

MISSION( "/ : To undertake the special and greatly needed task of

) = o reforming contemporary  Muslim  mentality and
integrating Islamic Revealed Knowledge and
Human Sciences in a positive manner

To produce better quality intellectuals, professionals and
MISSION| ¢ scholars of distinction by integrating quality of faith

L=l (iman), knowledge (‘ilm), and good character (akhlag) to
serve as agents of comprehensive and balanced
progress as well as sustainable development in
Malaysia and in the Muslim world

To promote the concept of Islamisation of human
knowledge in teaching, research and consultancy,
dissemination of knowledge and the development of
academic excellence in the University

To nurture the quality of holistic excellence imbued
with Islamic moral-spiritual values, in leaming,
teaching, research, consultancy, publication,
administration and student life

MISSION

To exemplify an international community of dedicated
intellectuals, scholars, professionals, officers and staff
motivated by the Islamic world-view and code of
ethics as an integral part of their work culture

To enhance intercultural understanding and foster
civilization dialogues in Malaysia as well as across
communities and nations

To develop an environment which instills commitment for
life-long learning and a deep sense of social
responsibility among staff and students
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PROF. DATO’ DR. KOUTOUBOU

MOUSTAPHA SANO

Secretary General of International Islamic Figh Academy, OIC,

Saudi Arabia (Ph.D, AIKOL 1996)

Dr. Maulana: His Excellency, could you recount
your journey from a postgraduate student of IlUM
to becoming the Deputy Rector of the university.

HE Prof. Sano: First, | would like to say, | celebrate
as an alumnus of IUM. | am proud to be part of
the 1IlUM alumni. Coming to Malaysia in 1993
was a major turning point in my academic and
professional career. It was a divine grace from
God that continuously impacts every aspect of
my career to this day. | joined IlUM as a young
lecturer in November of 1993. There were many
renowned professors teaching at the University
at the time, and | felt | needed to prove that my
appointment was based on merit. | pursued my
PhD at the Kulliyyah of Lawin 1994 and completed
itin 1096. | was asked by the department of Usul
Figh to help different departments, such as Usul
and Usulul Figh, Quran and Sunnah Studies and
the department of Usuluddin and comparative
studies under the Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge and Heritage, KIRKHS.

| supervised 45 PhD students pursuing different
areas of studies, and | am pleased to say
that some of them have gone on to become
professors themselves. Two years later, | was
promoted from lecturer to Assistant Professor.
In 1996, | met the requirements to become an
associate professor. Three years later, | achieved
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my life-long dream to become a full professor
at 35 years old. Some say | was actually the
youngest full professor at the university. | was
also appointed as the head of the International
Students Unit, the deputy dean for International
Students Affairs, the director for International
Relations and Promotions Office, and the first
director of International Institute of Muslim Unity.



| was the recipient of a Quality Service Award
from IIUM from 2000 to 2001, being the very
first recipient of this award, alhamdulillah. | have
learned a lot from this long journey, having
experienced being a member of the IIUM Senate
for ten years, as well as being a member of the
[IUM Majlis and of other organizations. Along the
way, | was able to produce several books that
were published in a number of Muslim countries.
Among them being the Encyclopaedia of the
Usul Figh history, as well as the Encyclopaedia of
Hajj and Umrah.

In 2004, | was appointed as the first Deputy
Rector for Internationalization and Innovation. |
would like to point out that | owe a great part of
my achievements to the different managements
of IIlUM that supported my participation in
national and international conferences. This has
increased my interaction with renowned scholars
from all over the world, allowing me to refine
my academic contributions. My appointments
from 1995 to 2009 had taught me a lot, both
academically and administratively.

The 5" of January, 2009, marked another
milestone in my professional career. | was
appointed by the Transitional Authority of
Conakry to head the Ministry of Religious Affairs. |
later became a cabinet minister for the Ministry of
International Trade and Corporation for five years.
Thereafter, a Minister of Diplomacy. | have also
become an advisor for the president for almost 5
years. After that, | became the Secretary General
of the International Islamic Figh Academy OIC,
in Jeddah, becoming the youngest staff for that
position.

Dr. Maulana: We recently heard about the
memorandum of understanding between the
International Islamic Figh Academic (IIFA) and
NUM, particularly with the Kulliyyah of Islamic
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences.
What are the benefits that IIFA can bring to [IlUM
and the Muslim Ummah?

HE Prof. Sano: IIFA, the International Islamic for
Academics, was founded by the 57 members
of OIC. As we all know, the OIC was established
particularly to deal with the Ummah’s political
issues. However, as the time progressed, we
saw the need for a body that can look into the
intellectual issues of the Ummah such as the
issues of halal and haram, fatwa and thought,
including any arising issues in Shariah, such as
economics, medicine, and vaccines. So, this body
was established to clarify any new contemporary
issues and is a platform for scholars to discuss
the issues of the Ummah on an annual basis.
Thus, IIFA is an academic institution, a platform
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to gather scholars who come from different
countries and universities. Now, the IIFA
appointed me as Secretary General. To move the
organisation forward, at least during my tenure,
I plan to structure the relationship between
the scholars in all institutions and the IIFA. This
collaboration may include scholars from diverse
backgrounds such as economics, engineering,
as well as experts in areas such as medicine and
physics. | believe that the MOU wiill facilitate the
link between the IIFA task force and the scholars
at IlUM through activities such as the gathering
of scholars in conferences hosted by the IIFA. So
given the [IlUM's track record and the fact that it
has produced talented scholars and intellectuals,
this collaboration will definitely benefit both
institutions and the ummah at large.

Dr Maulana: How can one apply to become a
member of IIFA? Does he need to go through you
as the Secretary General of IIFA?

HE Prof Sano: No, an individual cannot be
the member of IIFA. The person must be a
representative of that country with a solid
qualification. A special committee selects
representatives for a country and verify their
credentials and authority.

Dr. Maulana: Being in the OIC yourself and
addressing issues on Figh and the challenges
of the Ummah, what advice can you give to
Muslims in countries who do not have their
representatives in the OIC, such as the Muslim
minority in Myanmar and the Philippines? Who
can they refer to for Figh issues? What role can
you play in their situation?

HE Prof. Sano: My proposal to the University
is to provide scholarships for students from
these countries. We have to adopt a long-term
approach, which is by educating the community.
Educational qualification not only helps them
gain respect from their community, but their
knowledge and skill allow them to participate in
building their nation. Thus, this will prevent them
from being marginalized. So, education is key to
these issues and success. | can help allocate the
fund to IUM, and lIIlUM can help sponsor more
international students.

Dr. Maulana: We are going to celebrate our 40th
Anniversary of IIUM. In your view, what are the
[lUM's achievements that you have seen so far?
And what is your suggestion for IUM to achieve
its maximum potential?

HE Prof. Sano: One obvious success is the
presence of a large number of [IUM students,
including international students, especially during
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the tenure of Prof. AbdulHamid AbuSulayman.
Allahyarham had managed to increase the
number of international students and established
various Kulliyyah. Many of them have become
successfulin their respective countries. Anumber
of the alumni are now, for example, ministers and
successful businessmen. | believe that the main
factor of the success of our graduates is their
adherence to Islamic values and their strong faith.
Furthermore, IIUM provides a unique and high-
quality education. Students have the option to
pursue double degrees with a unique system of
education. This is not practiced in many Muslim
countries. IIUM must be credited for its ability to
maintain the quality of its education and da'wah
activities. | believe that our students will be very
useful for the Ummah if we mould them as good
professionals and train them as experts in various
fields of knowledge. They will be an asset for the
Ummah and humanity as a whole.

Dr. Maulana: [IUM has certainly produced many
local and international academicians over the
years. Do you see any difference in the scholars
during your time and now?

HE Prof. Sano. From my observation, there
seems to be a smaller number of renowned
academicians and international students. The
reputation of the universities depends a lot on the
quality of academicians. | think we must maintain
30% of international academic staff and students.
The more international students we have, the
more international recognition we will receive.

This is why, | think we need to open more seats
for international students. When we sponsor
international students’ education, we actually
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help to raise the educational status of the Ummah
and affect global change. If the Malaysian
government, for example, provides scholarships
for international students, | believe this will be
valued and remembered, as well as repaid in a
multitude of ways.

Dr. Maulana: what advice can you give to the
younger generation?

HE Prof. Sano: First, we must understand that
we are living in a challenging age with a lack of
Islamic values. In facing this reality, we have to
apply wisdom or hikmah, not confrontation and
violence. That is the tradition and heritage left
by our Prophet. We need to have unshakeable
conviction to our faith, to the truth of our religion,
our values and Islamic identity.

Dr. Maulana: What is your message to lIlUM
alumni around the world?

HE Prof. Sano: Don't forget IlUM, especially the
values, the ethos of IlUM, the vision and mission of
[IUM that has been inculcated in you. Remember
the lessons you acquired at IlUM. Remember
that UM does not teach extremism, and IlUM is
looking forward to your achievement and your
story of success and finally, remember Allah
for His blessings and kindness. Also, remember
your friends for being with you, this country,
Malaysia as your host. Remember your teachers
for sacrificing their time to guide you and your
parents who always make du'a for you.

Dr. Maulana: Thank you, your Excellency, for
sharing your wisdom and we wish you the best
in your work.
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DR. OMAR SULEIMAN
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT
YAQEEN INSTITUTE USA

HABIB ALI ZAENAL
ABIDIN BIN ABU BAKAR
AL HAMID

DR. ZAKIR AHMED
FOUNDER & PRESIDENT
OF RAWDAH INSTITUTE

DR. MIZANUR
RAHMAN AZHARI
RENOWNED ISLAMIC

DAOOD AHMED BUTT
DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY
OUTREACH & EDUCATION

(KIRKHS - 2022) FOUNDER & CHAIRMAN | IMAM, ISLAMIC SCHOLAR / ACTIVIST ISLAMIC COMMUNITY
YAYASAN AR-RI'AYAH, CULTURAL CENTRE, NEW (KIRKHS - 2015, 2022) CENTRE OF MILTON,
KUALA LUMPUR CANADA
(KIRKHS - 2006) (KIRKHS - 2022) (ISTAC - 2014)

ASSOC. PROF. DR. ASSOC. PROF. DR. TS. MUHAMAD SYAARI
MOHD ASRI ZAINUL MOHD NOR BIN MAMAT BIN AB. RAHMAN
ABIDIN RENOWNED ISLAMIC PREACHER PRINCIPAL TRAINER,

USTAZAH ISFADIAH
BT. MOHD. DASUKI
RENOWNED ISLAMIC

USTAZAH FATIMAH
SYARHA BINTI MOHD
NOORDIN

RENOWNED ISLAMIC I LECTURER, ACADEMY OF TADABBUR CENTRE PREACHER / RENOWNED ISLAMIC
PREACHER [ CONTEMPORARY ISLAMIC (KIRKHS - 2008) CONSULTANT / BOOK PREACHER [ BOOK
MUFTI OF PERLIS STUDIES AUTHOR AUTHOI

(KIRKHS - 2004) (KIRKHS - 1996) (KIRKHS - 1995) (KIRKHS - 2007, 2011)

ASSOC. PROF. DR. NIK
SALIDA SUHAILA BINTI
NIK SALEH
RENOWNED ISLAMIC PREACHER
| COMMISSIONER, SUHAKAM [
SENIOR LECTURER, USIM
(aIkoL - 2000, 2001)

DR. H. MUSTHAFA
UMAR
RENOWNED ISLAMIC
PREACHER [ BOOK
AUTHOR
(KIRKHS - 2000)

USTAZ MUHADIR BIN
HAJI JOLL
RENOWNED ISLAMIC
PREACHER [ BOOK
AUTHOR
(KIRKHS - 2000, 2004)

IIUM ALUMNI IUM ALUMNI
POLITICIANS ENTREPRENEURS
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SYED SADDIQ DATUK MOHAMAD HAJAH IDA RISWANA NUR AFFINA YANTI FAZRENA AZLEEN MUHAMAD FAROUK
BIN SYED ABDUL BIN ALAMIN BINTI IDRIS BINTI JAMALLUDIN BINTI ABDUL AZIZ HASSANAIN HASHIM
RAHMAN DEPUTY MINISTER OF DIRECTOR, ANDALUSIA @ FYNN JAMAL FOUNDER / FOUNDER /
PRESIDENT, MALAYSIAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TRAVEL & TOURS SDN BHD ST G )] ENTREPRENEUR ENTREPRENEUR
UNITED DEMOCRATIC MALAYSIA (AIKOL - 1992, 1994) el TUDUNGPEOPLE AL-IKHLAS GADGET MALL
ALLIANCE (MUDA) PARTY (AIKOL-1996) (RERE=E00E) (KAED - 2012) (A1GM)
(AIKOL- 2016) (KOE - 2015)

H. HUSNI MERZA PRITAM SINGH MOHAMAD ARIF BIN DR. AREEJ BINTI ARIF IMTIAZ KHAN MUHAMMAD NAEEM
DEPUTY MAYOR LEADER OF THE MOHD YUSUF TORLA FOUNDER, COCOA FIJI, BIN ZAIDI
CITY OF SIAK, RIAU OPPOSITION OF FOUNDER / DIRECTOR, CREATIVE DIRECTOR AT REPUBLIC OF FIJI FOUNDER | ENTREPRENEUR
PROVINCE SINGAPORE PHYSIOGO SDN BHD TELEKUNG TEA (KENMS - 1995) WOWKAWKAW EMPIRE
(KENMS- 2002) (KIRKHS - 2006) (KAHS - 2016) (AIKOL - 2007) (KENMS - 2016)
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DR. HAFAS FURQANI
HENMS, 2017

DATUK ASSOC, PROF. DR. SHAMRAHAYU AB AZIZ AHMAD FANHRUL ANUAR BIN ISMAIL
AINDL, F007 HENIANS, 2003

FORHE REEOMIMENT A% THE

DEAN

FACULTY OF ISLAMIC ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
AR-RANIRY STATE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY
BANDA ACEH

FOR HER APPOINTMENT AS THE
MEMBER OF THE JUDICIAL
APPOINTMENTS COMMISSION

FORHIS AFFOINTMERT AS THE
PRESIDENT

MALAYEIAN SOCIETY FOR
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
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YBHO. DATUK IKHBAL HANAM BIN MUKRAS
FAKHE, 1006

H.E. AMBASSADOR MOHAMAD NASRI
BIN ABDUL RAHMAN
HAKHS, 1996

DR. ABBAS PANAKKAL
AKHS, 2016

UM HIS AFEDINTMERT A 1HE

MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY BOARD
RELIGIOUS LIFE AND BELIEF CENTRE
UNIVERSITY SURREY

UNITED KINGDOM

N IS AFECANTENT A T4

BECRETARY

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA
(EFFECTIVE ¥ SEFTEMRER 2022}

PO IS APPOINTRIDRT A5 THE
AMBASSADOR-DESIBNATE
OF MALAYSIA TO JORDAN
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PROF. VINA ADRIANY Y¥Bhg. Date’ Sollehuddin Alyubi bin Zakaria

HER EXCELLENCY TUBA NUR SONMEZ

nmdl:‘;i'm HACHELOR OF HUIMAN SCIENCES, 2006 HIRKHS, 1956
ADWISOR T PRESIDENT ERDOGAN
FEIR HER AFEOINTMENT A5 THE PRESIDENT OF LM ALLMNI TURKIYE
DIRECTOR FORHIS APFOINTIENT AS THE
SOUTHEAST ASIAN MINISTERS SENIOR DE
OF EDUCATION ORGANIZATION FORHERAPPOINTMERT AS THE SECRETARY

GENERAL,
REGIONAL CENTRE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO KUWAIT PRIME MINISTER'S DEFARTMENT
CARE EDUCATION AND PARENTING
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We welcome our alumni to promote their
business in our alumni Reach Magazine.
Advertising in this magazine is a great way
to let IIUM alumni and friends know about
your product, service, event or organisation.

For your information, all payments made
will be channeled to the Alumni Scholarship ‘
and Financial Assistance (ALSAFA) Fund. LEADING
Listed below are our ad rates. "“WAY -

“Islamisation Liberates
The Ummah from the Shackles of
Colonialism and Imperialism”

Category
(Ad Size)

Page (Full) 5,000.00
Page (Half) 3,000.00

(it

g Maler

The Alumni Relations Division welcomes
contributions in the form of articles, feature
stories and alumni news. Photos must be in
high resolution and submitted as ‘jpeg’ file.
The ARD has the right to edit submissions
for the purpose of clarity and length.

Send your interesting story, thought and
views to alumni@iium.edu.my
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To update your profile and for more information about alumni activities, please log on to

www.alumni.iium.edu.my
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