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Abstract
The term ‘son of God’ has been a source of confusion and controversy in the history of Christian-Muslim encounter.
Christian tradition regards the gospel according to John as the account which most clearly portrays the deity of Christ and
points to his being the ‘son of God’ as proof of his divinity and equality with God. This chapter presents a Muslim scholar’s
challenge to this understanding. After examining the term in the Hebrew scriptures, he argues that the term ‘son of God’ in
John’s gospel refers to an anointed king (messiah) who, as heir of the Davidic kingdom, has authority to act as God’s
surrogate on the earth. The equality of the son does not refer to a divine nature but his being God’s unique agent
possessing full authority from God. It is not a claim to be on par with God or an incarnation of God. A Christian scholar’s
response, after explaining the broad scope of usage of ‘God’ and ‘son of God’ in the Jewish scriptures, agrees with the
exegetical emphasis on divinity as referring to Jesus’ unique authority as the Christ. Yet there are other nuances of meaning,
such as his revelatory relationship to God. He then traces developments from John’s usage to those in later Christian
theology. Questions over the inner nature of God in Christian Trinitarian theology and Muslim kalam debates are a related,
but different topic, yet one in which there is much common ground. The final section offers implications for Muslim-Christian
dialogue that accord with Cornille’s five preconditions. © The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive
license to Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd. 2023, corrected publication 2024.

Author Keywords
Christian;  Christology;  Incarnation;  Jesus Christ;  Jewish;  Messiah;  Muslim;  Son of God;  Theology

References
Accad, M.
(2019) Sacred misinterpretation: Reaching across the Christian-Muslim divide, 
Eerdmans

Avcı, B.
Comparative theology and scriptural reasoning: A Muslim’s approach to
interreligious learning
(2018) Religions, 9 (10), p. 297. 

Barrett, C.K.
(1978) The Gospel according to St. John, 
(2nd ed.). Westminster Press

Bateman, H.W.I.
Two first-century messianic uses of the OT: Heb 1:5-13 and 4QFlor 1.1-19
(1995) Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, 38 (1), pp. 11-27. 

Bauckham, R.
The sonship of the historical Jesus in Christology
(1978) Scottish Journal of Theology, 31 (3), pp. 245-260. 

Bauckham, R.
The divinity of Jesus Christ in the epistle to the Hebrews
(2009) The epistle to the Hebrews and Christian theology, pp. 15-36. 
R. Bauckham (Ed.), Eerdmans

10/23/24, 10:13 AM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1851274252&eid=2-s2.0-85206157168&sort=&clickedL… 1/5



Beasley-Murray, G.R.
(1999) John, 36. 
2nd ed., Thomas Nelson Inc

Boyarin, D.
(2012) The Jewish gospels: The story of the Jewish Christ, 
The New Press

Brodie, T.
(1811) The gospel according to John: A literary and theological commentary, 
Oxford University Press

Brown, C.
Trinity and incarnation
(1991) Ex Auditu, 7, pp. 83-100. 

Brown, R.
The “son of God”: Understanding the messianic titles of Jesus
(2000) International Journal of Frontier Missions, 17 (1), pp. 41-52. 

Brown, R.E.
(1966) The gospel according to John I-XII, 
Doubleday

Bruce, F.F.
(1954) The spreading flame: The rise and progress of Christianity from its first beginnings
to the conversion of the English, 
Eerdmans

Buttrick, G.A.
(1952) The interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 4: Psalms, proverbs, 4. 
1st ed., Abingdon-Cokesbury Press

Cardoza, R.
New paths in Muslim-Christian dialog: Understanding Islam from the light of earliest
Jewish Christianity
(2013) The Muslim World, 103 (4), pp. 448-463. 

Carson, D.A.
(1991) The gospel according to John, 
Eerdmans

Clooney, F.X.
(2010) Comparative theology: Deep learning across religious borders, 
(1st ed.). Wiley-Blackwell

Collins, A.Y., Collins, J.J.
(2008) King and Messiah as son of God: Divine, human, and angelic messianic figures in
biblical and related literature, 
(1st ed., First Printing). Eerdmans

Cornille, C.
(2008) The im-possibility of interreligious dialogue, 
Herder & Herder

Cornille, C.
Conditions for inter-religious dialogue
(2013) The Wiley-Blackwell companion to inter-religious dialogue, pp. 20-34. 
C. Cornille (Ed.), 1st ed., Wiley-Blackwell

Cumming, J.
Toward respectful witness

10/23/24, 10:13 AM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1851274252&eid=2-s2.0-85206157168&sort=&clickedL… 2/5



(2011) Fromseedtofruit:Global trends, fruitful practices, and emerging issues among
Muslims, pp. 311-323. 
J. D. Woodberry (Ed.), 2nd edition, William Carey Library

Cumming, J.L.
(2001) Did Jesus die on the cross, 

Cumming, J.L.
(2020) God, word and spirit: The doctrine of the Trinity in the Qur’an and Islamic
interpretation, 
[Ph.D.]. Yale University

Dodd, C.H.
(1963) Interpretation of the fourth gospel, 
Cambridge University Press

Dunn, J.D.G.
(1996) Christology in the making: A New Testament inquiry into the origins of the doctrine
of the incarnation, 
(2nd ed.). Eerdmans

Faruqi, I.R.A.
(1967) Christian ethics: A historical and systematic analysis of its dominant ideas, 
McGill University Press

Feinberg, J.
Emet/Emunah
(2020) KTOT: Key terms of the Old Testament, 
SIL

Feinberg, J.
(2022) Personal communication, 
March 1

Fitzmyer, J.A.
(2007) The one who is to come, 
Eerdmans

Galadari, A.
(2016) Qur’anic hermeneutics, 
Bloomsbury

Goldenberg, R.
(2007) The Origins of Judaism: From Canaan to the rise of Islam, 
(Illustrated edition). Cambridge University Press

Haenchen, E.
(1984) John 1: A commentary on the gospel of John chapters 1-6, 
Fortress Press

Harlan, M.
(2013) A model for theologizing in Arab Muslim contexts, 
WCIU Press

Harris, R.L., Archer, G.L., Waltke, B.K.
(2003) Theological wordbook of the Old Testament, 
(New ed.). Moody Publishers

Heiser, D.M.S.
(2015) The unseen realm: Recovering the supernatural worldview of the Bible, 
Lexham Press

10/23/24, 10:13 AM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1851274252&eid=2-s2.0-85206157168&sort=&clickedL… 3/5



Jenkins, J.P.
(2011) Jesus wars: How four patriarchs, three queens, and two emperors decided what
Christians would believe for the next 1,500 years, 
(Reprint ed.). HarperOne

(2005) Journal of Scriptural Reasoning Forum, 

(2005) Journal of Scriptural Reasoning Forum, 

Kaster, S.T.
(2001) The Nature of the Qur’an in early Islamic theology, 
The Taboric light

Keener, C.S.
(2003) The gospel of John: A commentary, 1. 
Hendrickson Publishers

Köstenberger, A.J.
(2004) John, 
Baker Academic

Kraus, C.N.
(1990) Jesus Christ our lord: Christology from a disciple’s perspective, 
(Revised). Herald Press

McGrath, J.F.
(2010) The only true God: Early Christian monotheism in its Jewish context, 
(1st ed.). University of Illinois Press

Michaels, J.R.
(2010) The gospel of John, 
Eerdmans

Mowinckel, S.
(1954) Hethatcometh:TheMessiahconceptintheOldTestamentandlaterJudaism, 
G. W. Anderson, Trans.). Abingdon

Parsons, M.
(2013) Unveiling God: Contextualizing Christology for Islamic culture, 
William Carey Library

Peppard, M.
Son of God in gentile contexts (that is, almost everywhere)
(2019) Son of God: Divine sonship in Jewish and Christian antiquity, pp. 135-157. 
G. V. Allen, K. Akagi, P. Sloan, & M. Nevader (Eds.), 1st ed., Eisenbrauns

Reynolds, G.S.
(2010) The Qur’an and its biblical subtext, 
(1st ed.). Routledge

Saeed, A.
The charge of distortion of Jewish and Christian scriptures
(2002) The Muslim World, 92 (3-4), pp. 419-436. 

Segal, E.
(2008) Introducing Judaism (1st ed.), 
Routledge

Stanton, G.N.
(1989) The gospels and Jesus, 
Oxford University Press

10/23/24, 10:13 AM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1851274252&eid=2-s2.0-85206157168&sort=&clickedL… 4/5



Trepp, L.
(1967) Judaism: Development and life, 
Dickenson Publishing Co

Tuckett, C.
(2001) Christology and the New Testament: Jesus and his earliest followers, 
(1st ed.). Westminster John Knox Press

Witherington, B., III
(1995) John’s wisdom: A commentary on the fourth gospel, 
(1st ed.). Westminster John Knox Press

Wright, N.T.
Jesus and the identity of God
(1998) Ex Auditu, 14, pp. 42-56. 

Wright, N.T.
(2015) The challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering who Jesus was and is, 
(Unabridged ed.). IVP Books

Wright, N.T.
Son of God and Christian origins
(2019) Son of God: Divine sonship in Jewish and Christian antiquity, pp. 118-134. 
G. V. Allen, K. Akagi, P. Sloan, & M. Nevader (Eds.), 1st ed., Eisenbrauns

Correspondence Address
Harlan M.; Dallas International UniversityUnited States; email: Mark_Harlan@diu.edu

Publisher: Springer Nature

ISBN: 9789819938629; 9789819938612
Language of Original Document: English
Abbreviated Source Title: Interfaith Engagement Beyond the Divide: Approaches, Experiences, and Practices
2-s2.0-85206157168
Document Type: Book Chapter
Publication Stage: Final
Source: Scopus

Copyright © 2024 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered
trademark of Elsevier B.V.

10/23/24, 10:13 AM Scopus - Print Document

https://www.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=OFD_1851274252&eid=2-s2.0-85206157168&sort=&clickedL… 5/5


