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Less than nothing done to
improve road safety

THE progressive increase in the number of fatalities on the
roads and highways since the enactment of the Road Transport
Act on September 19, 2018 suggests that the law has failed to
sen'e its intended purpose, which is to ensure road safety. In
the first six months of this year, Bangladesh Police data re-
ported at least 2.589 deaths and 2,308 injuries in 2,880 road
crashes across the country. The Bangladesh Road Transport Au-
thority, meanwhile, reported that a total of 20.411 people were
killed in thousands of road accidents in 2018-=2022. In reality,
the number of casualties, according to passengers’ rights advo-
cates and researchers, is much higher. In June 2021 the road
transport authority reported that there were about 10.13 lakh
unlicensed drivers behind the wheels, and around the same
time, the number of unfit vehicles was about 5.08 lakh. The
number of unlicensed bikers also saw an increase. To prevent
accidents from the operation of multispead vehicles on high-
ways, a ban on three-wheelers is in place, but they regularly ply
the highways. The public perception that the law was enacted
in 2018 to stifle the road safety movement rather than with the
goal of bringing some order to the roads rings true given that
the road safety situation has been steadily and radically on the
downtrend,

In the public transport sector, infrastructural development,
such as the construction of fourlane highways or flvovers,
will not automatically ensure road safety. In the most recent
tragic accident in Jhalakathi in July, the driver on board did
not have a licence to drive a heavy vehicle, In the road crash
in Madaripur in March, the transport company did not have a
route permit. Clearly, the failure to enforce road transport law
is responsible. Experts, therefore, urged the government to
consider safe traffic management on the recently constructed
infrastructure. Immeadiately after the enactment of the law.,
in the face of opposition from the transport companies, the
government announced a high-ranking committes to amend
the law and delayed the enforcement of the law until Movermn-
ber 2015. i took another four years to finalise the rule for the
full implementation of the [aw. In addition to the road transport
law. there are directives from the Prime Minister's Office and
the High Court. In 2018, the prime minister gave directives to
ensure drivers’ rest every five hours and alternative drivers for
long-distance transports, but none were implemented, In real
ity, gross violations of the law and a lack of implementation of
directives remain the nomm.

It i time that the government acknowledged its failure in
streamlining the sector. stopped making false promises, and
ensured road safety for the public. The government must act.
considering its constitutional obligation to protect the lives of
its citizens. Abandoning the reported bias towards the transport
owners and workers associations, it must act with the interest
of public safety at heart.

Inordinate delay in probe into
casino scams unacceptable

LITTLE progress into the investigations of major money laun-
dering cases flled against casino kingpins and an Inordinate
delay in the trials of the other cases involving the casino
kingpins raise concemns. Since September 2019, law enforcers
have raided at least 50 clubs alleged to be involved In casino
business and arrested at least 275 people for their alleged
involvement in casino business, corruption and money laun-
dering. But most of the cases, which mostly accuse people
who are in positions of different associate wings of the rul-

ing party. have remained pending inordinately. while most of
the accused have been released on bail and have returned

to politics. Such a situation, as jurists and anti-corruption
activists zay, guestions the government’s sincerity and come-
mitment to zero tolerance for money laundering. corruption
and gambling. The Anti-Corruption Commission, the Criminal
Investigation Department, the Rapid Action Battalion and the
Detective Branch were tasked with investigating 57 cases filed
over casing scams on charges of money laundering, amassing
illegal wealth, and possessing drugs and illegal arms and the
investigators submitted charge sheets in 52 of the cases. Trials
in only three cases have, as the public prosecutor at Dhaka
Metropolitan Court said, ended 5o far,

What iz surprising is that investigations into money launder-
ing cases against some influential leaders of the Juba League,
the youth wing of the ruling Awami League. have remained
stuck. Investigations into the cases against former Juba
League leaders, Ismail Hossain Chowdhury Samrat and Khaled
Mahmud Bhuiyan, for example, have not seen any prograss.
Both of them, along with some other accused, have securad
bail and are reported to be active in politics, Jurists say that
these leaders might now influence the investigations and the
trialz. Already. it has been reported that many witnesses in a
number of under-trial cases do not appear before the court to
tastify. It is highly likely that the witnesses are under pressure
from the accused. The faillure on part of the investigating agen-
cies not only ridicules the anti-corruption efforts of the govern-
ment but also undermines the process of rule of law. What is
also problematic about the situation is, as jurists say, when
people, even students, are behind bars for months and years
for exercising their freedom of speech, a right enshrined in the
constitution, prime accused in serious cases such as money
laundering and amassing illegal wealth are released on bail as
investigating agencies delay in investigations and submitting
charge sheets. Moreover, the way these accused have been
welcomed back into politics also shows the political bankrupt-
cy of the ruling party.

The agencies tasked with investigating the cases must,
therefore, complete the investigations early and submit the
charge sheets. The authorities must also look imto whether the
accused are exerting any influence on the investigation pro-
cesses and on the witnesses, Above all, the government must
deliver on its commitment to zero tolerance against money
laundering and corruption.
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Our ministers” adulation of
foreign leaders

by Md Mahmudul Hasan

IMCE 2000 I have lived in four

foredgn countriss: the UK, Ger-

many, Malaysia and the USA. 1
have also travelled to other couniries
for prassnting my research at variouws
academic conferencas. [ lived in the
LIk for naearly seven years and have
heen living in Malaysia since Juns
2010, During my time in thase coun-
tries, many of Bangladesh's ministers
vigited them. | have hardly sesn their
visits reported in any of the national
media outlets of these conmtriss. Vis-
its by our political elites o most other
countries perhaps receive a similar
leval of [injattention.

The contrast involving visits of
foreign leaders to Bangladesh [even if
for an hour or twe) is stark, Even if a
junmior mindster from powerful coun-
tries comsas to Bangladsesh, the state
reception as well as the media frenzy
they racaive is astonishingly intensa.

Dioas it mean that we as a nation
are more hospitable and welcoming
than others? The answer is parhaps
vas. But is it the only reason why
we are at a feverish paca to walcome
foreign leaders or cover thedr visits
in the media? Sadly, our hyvsterical
racaption of foreign leaders doss not
necessarily point to our excessive
Lowe for them but may sinaply indi-
cate a manifestation of our self-doubid
and cur sense of inadeguacy.

I know that discussing these lssues
is complaex, and these are unlikely
to be topics of choice of our politi-
cal elites. Our idolisation af foreign
leaders and the relative inattention
with which our ministers are (ypi
cally grested in forsizn lands have
been bothering me for nany yvears.

[ had kapt them locked deep inside
m# fior a long tims, but this aszay is
an expression of my pent-up anguish
and frustration.

While many of us keep tryving in
our small way to safeguard and pro-
mote the honowr and prestige of our
country, [ have noticed with hormor
that our ministers drag all of us into
the pit of iznominy and lack of salf-
confidence and self-respact.

I know talking aboul thase issies
may not take ns anywhers, but my
muind 15 torn by resantment for the
tendency of our ralers to fawn on
leadars of other connirias. Perhaps,
they act slavishly towards lsadars
of powerful nations mainly out of
desperation o gain legitimacy and an
inflated image in ths eyes of peopls.

But the quastions are; Why do
those in power in Bangladesh need
recognition rom farelgn leaders —
gither in the form of visits or gestures
like photo opportunities? Isn't it the
piople of Bangladesh fromm swhom our
rulers should seek legitimacy and rec-
ognition? My blunt answer to thesa
queastions is that, when raling elites
are disconnected from the people ar
ara not democratically slactad, thay
look for other sources of approval at
OUF aXpPEnss,

This has ather implications,

Since our leaders are not in naad

of our appreciation or even our votes
to remain in power, they seek accept-
ability from external stakeholdars. For
the samea reason, thay look aftar the
interest of their foreign bensafactors
and treat the citizens like colondal
subjects only o impoeverish them.
They treat our country like their pri-
vate property from which they derive
dividends and amass fortunes only
1o siphon tham ofl to foreign desting
tions.

Foraign dependency of our rulsrs
harms us all and sundry, irmespactive
of our political hus and affiliation. Tt
robs us of our dignity amd cortnpro-
mises our identity as citizens of the
wrarld.

As a Bangladeshi, I feal ashamed
to have ssan how a photo opportu-
nity of ane of our palitical leaders
with the presidsnt of anothar country
has been fetishized into a political
propaganda. [t has bean appropri-
Ated to tell s that swe have reachad
nsw heights of achisvement in global
politice, The public display of such
makeshiff honour is nothing but a
botched atterapt to decedve us, This
is naot tha right way for our leaders
to gain importance and influence in
the domestic or nternational arena.
Once there is social justice, democ-
racy and rile of law in our country,
we will be prosperous and will not
nead to beg recognition from foredgn
PoWaTrS,

Let ms be more direct and unre-
sarved in my remarks.

Which other countries in the
wirld will regard a photo opportunity
of thadir leaders with the U5 president
as a mark of distinction? Did the 175
prasident consider it a privilege that
ha share a photo with our prims
muinister?

What is more warrving is that,
congidering the madia covarage of the
photo opportanity in gquestion, such
publicity stunt seems to have proven
affective in fooling a section of the
population. If people really believe
that our prime minister's photo op-
portunity with a certain foreign lead-
ar hasz lant cur couniry mors waight
among the nations in the world,
thers iz a genuine canss for CONCcern.
It wiill shans a very low lavel of their
maturity and a very high dsgres of
thair gullibility, none of which angurs
wall for our conntry. Unfortunately,
gneh natvely and ignorance of the
peopls are used by political lsaders fo
deceive and exploit them.

Soon after the phola-flazh axcita
tion, France's president visited our
country, Again, that was also de-
pictad as an increass in our Coum-
s influance en the global stage.

I am not an expart in intamational
relations. Mor do I know the grann-
lar details of diplomatic exchanges
betwesn Bangladesh and Prance. But
I can’t comprehend how the French

president’s business trip to Dhaka to
sell products of his country can be a
victory for us, The truth of the matter
is that. France's presidant would have
gone to any place on sarth — with
the exception of a grave — if he had
Enowen that he would be able to sell
10 Airbs aircrafts at sach a highly
exorbitant and profitable price,

France's presidant was smart in
the sanse that, in a short trip of a few
hiours, he struck an extremesly lucra-
tive business deal for his country.
Mow compan: that with innumaerable
foraizn trips that our ministers have
been making over the vears. Have
they bean able to bring any compara-
ble benafits to our country through all
those trips that cost our country huzs
sums of money?

Chur muinisters are smart al decair
ing 1z, But thay are slavish to, and
cutsmartad and outmanoeuvred by,
foraign leadsrs. If they respactad na
as citizens and helped protect our
rights, both they and we would have
a dignified existence in this world.
LUintil they realise this irath, we may
keep suffering inside our country and
losing cur prestige and resources to
foraign povwers.
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Exploring the impact of Al on our lives

by Roksana Wazed
ETIFICIAL  imtellipenca  has
emarssd as a  transformative

e, reshaping wvariouns facets
af our daly existenca. [ts influence is
parvasive, spanning industries such as
healthears, education, entertainment,
and transportation.

Al has made remarkable contrbua
tions to the fiseld of healthcare, fun-
damentally altering its landscape.
Al-driven diagnostic tools possess the
ability to swiftly and accurataly ana-
Lyae vast volumes of medical data. This
capacity has led to early disease detec-
tion, snabling timely intarvention and
the development of personalisad treat-
ment plamns. As a result, lives are saved,
and healthcare svstems are relieved
of the financial strain associated with
late-staze interventions

I the realm of education, Al is revo-
lutionising the leaming exparence.
Intellizent futoring svstems, fusllad
by Al adapt to the undgue needs and
learning styles of individual studenis.
This adaptability ensures that edica-
tion i5 more accessible and effective
than ewver before. Furthermors, Al-pow-
ared content recommendations catar o
indiviclual preferemcas, enriching the
overall leaming joumey and fostering a
lifelong pursnit of knowladgs

Al's impact extends beyomnd health-
care amd education; it has permeated
the workplace as well. Al-powered
antamanon streamlines operations by
handling mepstitive tasks efficiantly
and accurately, Additionally, Al aids in
enhancing decision-making procassas
across diverse industdes. While this
sunge in efficiency and productivity is
commendabls, it has raisad concerns
aboul the potential displacement of
human workers and the necessity for
raskilling and upskilling tha workforcs,

Al's  influence reaches mto the
realims of entertainment and transpor-

tation. Al-drven mecommendation al
gorithmes curate sur content consump-
tion, snsunng that we engage with
content tailored to our individual tastes
and  preferences.  Furihermeors,  the
promise of antonomeas vehiclas hiolds
the potential to make transportation
zafer and more efficient, ultimately re-
ducig aceidents and traffic congestion
on our roads

Despite the manifold advantages
that Al affars, ils parvasive preasance
has prompted significant sthical con-
sidarations. Thess concems encompass
privacy issues, biases in Al alporithims,
and the potential for job displace-
ment, Striking a harmmondous balanca
betwean technological progress and
ethical responsibility remains a oriti-
cal challenge that must be addressed
to ansura a future where Al penuinaly
anhancas the human experience

Cme of the foremeost ethical con-

—IT Chaonicies;

siderations in the age of Al is the ero
siomn of privacy, Al systems collect and
analyse vast amounts of parsonal data,
raising gquestions about the safegard-
ing of imdivicdinals® sensitive informa-
tion. Whather it involves tracking on-
line behaviour for targeted advertising
or using facial recognition technology
for public surveillance, there 15 a grosw-
ing need to astablish robust regulations
to protect personal privacy.

Another ethical concoern reénalves
arcumdl hias in Al alzonthms, Al sys-
tems learn from historical data, and if
this data contains biases, Al can per-
petiate and exacerbate those biasas
Thisz has far-reaching implications
in areas such as hiring. lending and
criiminal justice, where Al-drven deci-
sions can unintentonally discriminate
against certain groups. Addrassing hias
in Al algorithms is impsrative to en-
sire falrness and eqguality,

The widespread adoption of Al has
the potantial to disnipt the job markat.
While Al autcmates many tasks, con-
cems axist regarding the displacsment
of human workers across industries,
including manufacturing and custom
er service. However, 1t iz assantial to
recognise that Al can also create new
joh oppartunities in falds related to Al
development, mainfenance and over
sight. Preparing the workfores for this
shift theough education and trainimg 1=
masartial,

Az Al continues to advanca, the
ethical challenges it presents require
carafiul consideration and regulation.
Striking a balanes batwsen technologl
cal prograss and sthical responsibility
i3 paramount. Collaboration between
povarnmments, businesses and fech
leaders is sssemtial to astablish suide-
lines, stamdards and frameworks that
ensure Al ssrves the best interests of
humanity while upholding individial
rights and sociatal valuas

The impact of Al on our lives is
prafound and undeniable. From rve
luticnizing healthcars and education
to enhancing workplace efficiency and
tranaforming entertainment and trans-
portation, Al offers a myriad of ben-
efits. Howewver, the sthical concerns
it raizes, including privacy issues, al-
gorithmic hias and job displacemeant,
demand ocur attention. In navigating
the Al revelution, it is incumbent
wpon us to remain vigilant in protect-
ing individual rghts and promating
fairnsss, Cmly through mesponsible
developmeant, ethical deployvment and
thoughtful regulation can we ansurs
that Al genuinsly enhances the hu-
man expenience and contributas to a
fubare whers the advantages of Al are
harneassed for the bettermeant of seciaty
as 3 whols.
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