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CHAPTER THREE

ARAB HADHRAMIS IN MALAYSIA:
THEIR ORIGINS AND ASSINITATION IN MALAY 5OCIETY

Abdul Rahman lang Abduliah

Introduciion

The term “assimilation” 15 loosely used in this chapter w describe the
process of the integration or indigenisation of the Hadhramis o
Malay society i Malavsia from the tdme of their advent into the region
up to the present dav! In this context. I may argue that this process of
assimilation has a historical. social and poliacal significance due to the
fact that 1t gave the Hadhrami rmgrants special respect inthe indigenous
society, where thev dominated the political discourse and held a variery
of key posts ranging from chiefs of villages to paramount rulers at the
apex of the Malay political structure (kerajaan).? The chapter exam-
mes first the significance of their ideclogy of descenn, and, second, the
process of their adaptation and assinulation in the Malay environment.
Spectal attenuon will also be paid to their role n Malayv society with a
particular emphasis on those who trace their origins to al-Flusavn ibn
‘Al 1tbn Abt Talib and are given the tie of saywd (pl. sada’.

Ongins of the Hadhramis in Malavsia

The vast majority of the Arab Hadhramis in Malavsia migrated from
Hadhramaut in southern Yemen. and the rest came [rom other pares
of the Arab world.? Thev are ethnically classified into two major

Omar Farouk Bajunid, “The Arab Nenwork in Southeast Asia: The Case of Pen-
ang”. Paper presented at the 6th Internauonal Svmposium on Populauon Movement
in the Modern World: Population Movement Bevond the Middle East. Diaspora and
Network”™. 23-25 January 2005, Osaka. Japan: “The Arabs i Southeast Asiaz A Pre-
liminary Overview™ . Hlinnhima Journal of Diternational Studies, vol. 2. 19496, 2138,

* For Turther detals, see Othman, “Hadhramis in the Politics”, 82-94.
* Huub de Jonge. “Dutch Colonial Policy Peraining to Hadhrami Imnmigranes™. in
Freitag and Clarence-Smith jeds. . Hadhrami “Traders. Seholar and Statesmen, 96.





