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Abstract

Background: The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a large number of critical care admissions. While

national reports have described the outcomes of patients with COVID-19, there is limited international

data of the pandemic impact on non-COVID-19 patients requiring intensive care treatment. Methods:

We conducted an international, retrospective cohort study using 2019 and 2020 data from 11 national

clinical quality registries covering 15 countries. Non-COVID-19 admissions in 2020 were compared

with all admissions in 2019, prepandemic. The primary outcome was intensive care unit (ICU)

mortality. Secondary outcomes included in-hospital mortality and standardised mortality ratio (SMR).

Analyses were stratified by the country income level(s) of each registry. Findings: Among 1 642 632

non-COVID-19 admissions, there was an increase in ICU mortality between 2019 (9.3%) and 2020

(10.4%), OR=1.15 (95% CI 1.14 to 1.17, p[removed]
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