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Exploring The Influence of Dominant Masculinity on Women Political Leadership In 

Political Parties 

Rabiah Aminudin 

 Department of Political Science 

AHAS KIRKHS 

International Islamic University Malaysia 

 

Abstract 

The study investigates the continuous domination of masculine traits in political institutions, specifically 

political parties in Malaysia, to understand how masculinity is constructed and perpetuated within political 

parties. This study undertook a content analysis of political parties’ constitutions and interviewed thirty 

politicians representing different demographic groups such as political parties, gender, and age. The study 

expects that dominant masculinity in political parties influences the low rate of female political leadership 

through 1) the formal political structure that divides men and women through the creation of women’s 

wings and 2) the informal rules that hinder women from being politically active at higher levels, such as 

the patronage system. This study indicates that female political leadership could be improved by reforming 

political parties’ cultures and structures to be more friendly and inclusive towards women. 
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