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Abstract

Eco-urbanism, derived from a term that denotes a rising movement or the ideation of ecological urbanism, is a new
approach to cities. Mostafavi and Doherty (2016), of the Harvard School of Design, treat eco-urbanism as a critical theory
and design praxis that can propel the twenty-first century onwards based on the premise that "... an ecological approach is
urgently needed both as a remedial device for the contemporary city and an organizing principle for new cities.” In her
‘Ecological Urbanism: The Nature of the City’, Hagan (2014) highlighted a similar role, defined by a convergence of ‘culture’
and 'nature’, to reconstitute a new urbanism, particularly the need to depart from the technological focus of the 1990s and
the present day. In a movement towards redefining urban design and architectural praxis in a diachronic partnership with the
natural world, the role of cultural inflections, sociocultural ethos and bioclimatic mimicry is crucial. In an era of climate
change, urbanisation and ecology must be melded with culture in order to reinstate the role of ecology and site-specific
design within the city. Hagan (2014) reiterates that the ecological narrative and its ‘embryonic modes of practice’ must be
fused with ‘the narratives of urbanism and its older, deeply embedded modes of practice’. This combined ethos of the
melding of art and science has implications for cities and will impact their metabolic as well as social and formal dimensions,
and Hagan explores the extent to which environmental engineering and natural systems design can and should become
drivers for the remaking of cities in the twenty-first century. © The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive
license to Springer Nature Singapore Pte Ltd. 2023.
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