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Abstract

ATS dependence in Malaysia is growing tremendously across multiracial Malaysian groups,
increasing concerns among public health experts and the community. This study highlighted the
chronicity of ATS dependence and factors associated with ATS use. Interviewer-administered
questionnaires were administered using ASSIST 3.0. A total of N = 327 multiracial people who use
ATS were enrolled in this study. The study findings show that 190/327 (58.1%) respondents were ATS
dependent. Malays reported the highest number of ATS-dependent (55.8%), followed by Bajau (21.6%)
and Kadazan-Dusun (16.8%) ethnic. Across all races, three factors were significantly associated with
the ATS dependence: respondents who had a lifetime history of needle sharing aOR = 0.023 (95% CI:
0.003, 0.183) and a lifetime history of heroin use aOR = 0.192 (95% CI: 0.093, 0.396) were at a reduced
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odd of ATS dependent. Meanwhile, being married reduced the likelihood of becoming dependent on
ATS with aOR = 0.378 (95% CI: 0.206, 0.693) compared to being single or divorced. This study revealed
that the use of ATS among multiracial Malaysians is alarmingly high, including those in detention
centers. Comprehensive harm reduction strategies are urgently needed to prevent the spreading of
infectious diseases and other negative health consequences associated with ATS use. © 2023 Taylor &
Francis Group, LLC.
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Unique identifiers assigned by the Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) to ensure accurate

identification and tracking of chemicals across scientific literature.
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Funding details

Details about financial support for research, including funding sources and grant numbers as

provided in academic publications.

Funding sponsor Funding number Acronym
UMCAS
Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia LRGS/1/2019/UKM/02/2/2 MOHE

See opportunities by MOHE A

Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia MOHE
See opportunities by MOHE A

Funding text

This research was funded by the Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia Long-term Research
Grant Scheme (LRGS/1/2019/UKM/02/2/2). The authors thank The Ministry of Higher Education
(MoHE) Malaysia, University Malaya, University Malaya Centre for Addictions Science (UMCAS),
and Malaysia National Anti-Drug Agency for the permission and continuous support to conduct
this study.

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/85150776538?origin=resultslist 3/5


https://www.fundinginstitutional.com/funders/501100003093
https://www.fundinginstitutional.com/funders/501100003093

3/31/26, 3:45 PM Scopus - Document Details

Corresponding authors

Corresponding R. Mamat
author
Affiliation Department of Clinical Pharmacy and Pharmacy Practices, Faculty of

Pharmacy, University Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, 50603, Malaysia

Email address ruzmayuddin@moh.gov.my

© Copyright 2024 Elsevier B.V., All rights reserved.

Abstract

Author keywords

Indexed keywords

Device trade names

Chemicals and CAS Registry Numbers
Funding details

Corresponding authors

About Scopus

What is Scopus
Content coverage
Scopus blog
Scopus API

Privacy matters
Language

HAZEmZx=T~T 5
BEBEIRFIRA
BRZERPIURA

MpocMOTp BEPCUMN HA PYCCKOM Si3blKe

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/85150776538?origin=resultslist 4/5


https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://dev.elsevier.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030

3/31/26, 3:45 PM Scopus - Document Details

Customer Service

Help
Tutorials

Contact us

ELSEVIER

Terms and conditions 7 Privacy policy 2 Cookies settings

All content on this site: Copyright (©) 2026 Elsevier B.V. 7, its licensors, and
contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining,
Al training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the relevant

licensing terms apply.

& RELX™

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/85150776538?origin=resultslist 5/5


https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/elsevier-website-terms-and-conditions?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
http://www.relx.com/
https://www.scopus.com/standard/contactUs.uri?pageOrigin=footer
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14799/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/

