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Toleration and justice two important
ingredients for societal harmony
By Dr Mohamad Nasrin Nasir - January 20, 2023 @ 7:52pm

Tolerance of different religions require us to have correct knowledge of their beliefs
and practices and it requires us to be just in dealing with them. -NSTP/AIZUDDIN SAAD

THE issue of toleration has recently been discussed in an inter-religious
discourse. It is seen to be an important factor when dealing with inter
religion.

Rightfully so, for if without toleration there would be problematic relations
and misunderstandings within a multireligious society.

A neighbour who is of a different religion from us would practise certain
actions connected to that religion which might encroach upon our
personal space via soundwave or visual sights.

However, as we live in a multiracial society, we tolerate such actions.

MORE NEWS
Zero-tolerance for sexual harassment,
asserts Minister

Cleanliness, hygiene important for
eateries

Farizal is still important for JDT

Hague 'people's tribunal' urges justice
for journalists

news2ppl.com

The fast way to lose belly fat is
discovered
AD KNOW MORE

MOST POPULAR

LATEST MOST READ

I-Care

Tidak perlu laser jika mata anda mula
kabur!
AD KNOW MORE

16m Coffee, cake and cat cuddles at pet cafes

18m Hyatt poised for continued transformative
growth in 2023, and beyond

40m #FASHION: MLB Brand opens �st store at
IOI City Mall

47m SunCon on target to achieve RM2bil contract
replenishment in FY23, says HLIB Research

49m #CHILD: Understanding hernias in kids

49m Better QoQ, YoY earnings for auto sector
expected, says CGS-CIMB Research

50m #Showbiz: Siti chosen as guest artiste for
AR Rahman concert

n over widespread sale of 'Tiger Pod' in front of school NATION  'One-off withdrawals won't affect EPF funds' BU    Trending

https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTJkOGQzYjAtY2NkNS00YjYwLWJiY2UtNjNlM2QyMzRmNjMyLTFzajIwOjM0OTIzNzphbGwsaGtmLDluajo0MDg5MDU3MTo2OjU1NzkxMzQ6NjIwMTowOjA6Mi4wNjU4NjcyOm5zdGludGw6MToxOjc3MDU1Ojc3MDU1Ojo6MjoyMTAuNDguMjIyLjk6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChLSFRNTCwgbGlrZSBHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEwOS4wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2IEVkZy8xMDkuMC4xNTE4LjYxOjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNjc0NzAwOTk2ODc2OmZhbHNlOjA6MDpudWxsOm51bGw6bnVsbDowOjE&fpc=afccba50-fd75-4d03-b2e0-8c644595597a-10o78&i=1a4c888f-850c-4647-a41e-77849b59cbef&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nst.com.my%252Fopinion%252Fcolumnists%252F2023%252F01%252F872227%252Ftoleration-and-justice-two-important-ingredients-societal-harmony&u=%2F%2Fclck.mgid.com%2Fghits%2F15194566%2Fi%2F57335585%2F0%2Fsrc%2F3484078983%2Fpp%2F1%2F1%3Fh%3DjUjbHJ1ezgun1bAITwEK1Bm1DlaHsbf6kchg7mRMgcicQ8spUqLPIN4TVYiM99GMm7lp5ZGaPPp-HhQwiWhcGA**%26rid%3D2fa47ddb-9d23-11ed-8ac9-c84bd6826564%26tt%3DDirect%26att%3D3%26pubsrcid%3D3130_349237%26cpm%3D1%26ct%3D1%26st%3D480%26col_ci%3D1a4c888f-850c-4647-a41e-77849b59cbef
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/dr-mohamad-nasrin-nasir
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2022/08/820345/zero-tolerance-sexual-harassment-asserts-minister
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2022/08/822927/cleanliness-hygiene-important-eateries
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football/2022/08/827031/farizal-still-important-jdt
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/09/832787/hague-peoples-tribunal-urges-justice-journalists
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=MDc3YjhjMjItNzgxZS00YjhhLTg5YjMtYzA1NmNlN2I3Y2JiLTFzajRzOjM0OTIzNjphbGwsaGtmLDluajoyODY1MzEzMjozMjo0OTQ2MDI5OjY1MTk6MDowOjAuMDpuc3RpbnRsOjE6MTo2NDg0OTo2NDg0OTo6OjI6MjEwLjQ4LjIyMi45Ok1vemlsbGEvNS4wIChXaW5kb3dzIE5UIDEwLjA7IFdpbjY0OyB4NjQpIEFwcGxlV2ViS2l0LzUzNy4zNiAoS0hUTUwsIGxpa2UgR2Vja28pIENocm9tZS8xMDkuMC4wLjAgU2FmYXJpLzUzNy4zNiBFZGcvMTA5LjAuMTUxOC42MTo6MC4wOjE6MDo6MjoxOjA6MDo0Ojo6MTY3NDcwMTA1MzI4MTpmYWxzZTo3MTk3MTowOm51bGw6bnVsbDpudWxsOjA6MQ&fpc=afccba50-fd75-4d03-b2e0-8c644595597a-10o78&i=c5123193-963e-484f-8966-6c783ff28bb2&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nst.com.my%252Fopinion%252Fcolumnists%252F2023%252F01%252F872227%252Ftoleration-and-justice-two-important-ingredients-societal-harmony&u=https%3A%2F%2Fpaid.outbrain.com%2Fnetwork%2Fredir%3Fp%3DCi8uOgJrSxJHbi6csqrAOtS0K0sn23F7Xn71aiD6eJldJiAzyieMkN7erxPS2AjtrGk6W7gcymWYankqJIC3STFIRDC47TQ7ybAvhOXmRD_8t3L_5hCiWLyBpi9qMipBpYaED_dcG1m4M9djktYfcTEFqGfCYvjIbkNtz2cwnTrh2-9O4aAXXYycvCV4qo42fx4hNLqWJj6zMYjietKH1PETwa62XgxCYMv-C3f4OVFHKkLmfQxAmSbmU17BJL9ZguLPbnUGyP_KnftREujjwrPWXPFM57i_HUkXxqi3oDAQXuy-aa4w26p-bOEEUz-B8_mBwmKWWfIYdLCM-vcdjglA7QzvrMgvRx5S-eLdK8mTdnedKjOI9Y2LMShrqCm-xXU6dpXEdZfS5ocO1d6skC2H_WJ2vZlRqmzWiE6eZD2DdEUaZz_ydo8axHSV-3StjsmN2k7kBSsBzZNi5FmMdaR3wnvuulablyyafHDjfLrfY3joD2xz-9ty3Mt5xzXaqMuzfGM8300iCyVt0gvp46D30PpvwnqKzj-g1etnqykoQwqiXuOg2mUbRGeTOIWvvKd8iMARvt48ykT6mWv0VanhXjV55Bvuv1K5Rm4JpzB35HXl24kbQ5_eIHVWdmigIhJ-qlR9eR94q8AltCwfxbR2dXlU1duyC2y_BNo-5I4OowzT08IZqRIgwLvR1arEKyDS5jWH5CqYocUHM5cqrvtQ3ljGD5ZoXcr8XwikBnGJudRnwN2vydt9KWaSswuZEDyEVxqK-PC0XywzjFCCpt5EZeqN8yqdpQUFyV1G4Cb_xq_yxObtzGwpvD_ViEH1syRwpS3KjPpOFrIoGalwNt5Ftbgdo9gLoMq2K_J4u6QA1sf25NA0vq2AofKLxFv7Qa0N-uRrod6oFpFgrZ8iNBK-kB5wToalDZJgO7276KjqvInDYtjcoNahY2wwmtLy61V9M6R3Lsqqcg18Tdmxh7426eTxWBp2rUs5SetjqWJqyslHACpRps2u5u5rSnIesuEYa5ri2uiOSsqFvLoVQ60kfcLpZZv6aQf6z_GWuOIPS1tTAmgshgbw6AMnTd6vYKOnpybZ6KE-h-_QEWMF81dpmkZG5SxIxTfRBdLvsAUNnLSe3LoaoZK5PUlqUQtXVAfVi5soanWFK8oyByU05SlLAiUeJNp7f6w9by3faiMK298HQvJDkSR7n4AJwWh_EKjkAPJe5VgLIzSe1JnE8tEqatL9gi0XYqE3ft2twSDFhVNW6Nna5YWbuK7JvNnnvJRX6ZJSId1voXeQ37I5avHfvbAzgZMmo9johRXc8Ifyx7r16ZFtWQXWGpas8KPZgC6axA_Gud6gPbnGg9O6e8zXa7XWi-83D_ZZmF7fLXk1kqPXrZbPq7H_oYaAvZ-MvFN6CxK1DFOKrinJcG98vBO83b8KATtZgibwcA2e_khChgCXboAWtP8VyWZB-qUktrQRrCg0nsW266wfLvw36XI1eWIxxQ3IurA3Z7-8-7AFliYYHwMusj1KEmwk0jFyBOQcnK9j3DuclKlnLX5AnQA0IAT3YIjDakRjea3jJXdhZJnmRGck5tuCnjR3yIjyMV_UUecBiGAZzOthXuXxAw-VdyrOr2qNEER0CUdX_kg%26c%3D63a1be6f%26v%3D3%26col_ci%3Dc5123193-963e-484f-8966-6c783ff28bb2
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=OTRmNWM3MmQtYTVmMi00MjEwLTkzYTItOTEwMjI4ZjM0NjYzLTEwbzc4OjM0OTIzNjphbGwsaGtmLDluajo0MDg5MDU3MTo2OjU1NzkxMzQ6NjUxOTowOjA6Ni4zNDAwNzUxOTk5OTk5OTk6bnN0aW50bDoxOjE6NzcwNTU6NzcwNTU6OjoyOjIxMC40OC4yMjIuOTpNb3ppbGxhLzUuMCAoV2luZG93cyBOVCAxMC4wOyBXaW42NDsgeDY0KSBBcHBsZVdlYktpdC81MzcuMzYgKEtIVE1MLCBsaWtlIEdlY2tvKSBDaHJvbWUvMTA5LjAuMC4wIFNhZmFyaS81MzcuMzYgRWRnLzEwOS4wLjE1MTguNjE6OjAuMDoxOjA6OjY6MTowOjA6NDo6OjE2NzQ3MDEwNTM4NDU6ZmFsc2U6MDowOm51bGw6bnVsbDpudWxsOjA6MQ&fpc=afccba50-fd75-4d03-b2e0-8c644595597a-10o78&i=5b27a419-38e4-4b90-b8c2-332f3eec1bed&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nst.com.my%252Fopinion%252Fcolumnists%252F2023%252F01%252F872227%252Ftoleration-and-justice-two-important-ingredients-societal-harmony&u=%2F%2Fclck.mgid.com%2Fghits%2F15205700%2Fi%2F57335585%2F0%2Fsrc%2F3484078982%2Fpp%2F1%2F1%3Fh%3Dlb3hDkPBdW5wpeOH3qhFwFA0uN2gQ5RVgVmBBBklbwu40q-Dv07V3_H9pnVcilxujIx74nnl94B8WtPWd2aDLA**%26rid%3D51939e09-9d23-11ed-beba-00620b51d1f0%26tt%3DDirect%26att%3D3%26pubsrcid%3D3130_349236%26cpm%3D1%26ct%3D1%26st%3D480%26col_ci%3D5b27a419-38e4-4b90-b8c2-332f3eec1bed
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=YmNiMDY5OTEtNDdlYS00NWE4LWIwNzQtNDZkZjQ5MDUyYzg2LTEwb2NzOjM0OTIzNjphbGwsaGtmLDluajo0MDg5MDU3MTo2OjU1NzkxMzQ6NjUxOTowOjA6NS4zMTU1ODcyOm5zdGludGw6MToxOjc3MDU1Ojc3MDU1Ojo6MjoyMTAuNDguMjIyLjk6TW96aWxsYS81LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChLSFRNTCwgbGlrZSBHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEwOS4wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2IEVkZy8xMDkuMC4xNTE4LjYxOjowLjA6MTowOjo2OjE6MDowOjQ6OjoxNjc0NzAxMDU1NTM2OmZhbHNlOjA6MDpudWxsOm51bGw6bnVsbDowOjE&fpc=afccba50-fd75-4d03-b2e0-8c644595597a-10o78&i=98fa83a3-827c-41f9-8d29-3e806d8999f2&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nst.com.my%252Fopinion%252Fcolumnists%252F2023%252F01%252F872227%252Ftoleration-and-justice-two-important-ingredients-societal-harmony&u=%2F%2Fclck.mgid.com%2Fghits%2F15118054%2Fi%2F57335585%2F0%2Fsrc%2F3484078982%2Fpp%2F1%2F1%3Fh%3DwnrTkyTglpse4UJym2BGbACaTUhRJUjeeCjVNe0RIb41MzSYM80_rGuC1vSkoseV_rCaB8ggGOMnaXk2oAhYCw**%26rid%3D52961e42-9d23-11ed-8acc-c84bd6826564%26tt%3DDirect%26att%3D3%26pubsrcid%3D3130_349236%26cpm%3D1%26ct%3D1%26st%3D480%26col_ci%3D98fa83a3-827c-41f9-8d29-3e806d8999f2
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/873619/coffee-cake-and-cat-cuddles-pet-cafes
https://www.nst.com.my/property/2023/01/873616/hyatt-poised-continued-transformative-growth-2023-and-beyond
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair/2023/01/873614/fashion-mlb-brand-opens-fist-store-ioi-city-mall
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2023/01/873612/suncon-target-achieve-rm2bil-contract-replenishment-fy23-says-hlib-research
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal/2023/01/873610/child-understanding-hernias-kids
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2023/01/873608/better-qoq-yoy-earnings-auto-sector-expected-says-cgs-cimb-research
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2023/01/873605/showbiz-siti-chosen-guest-artiste-ar-rahman-concert
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/873323/health-ministry-expresses-concern-over-widespread-sale-tiger-pod-front
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/873138/one-withdrawals-wont-affect-epf-funds
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2023/01/873038/epfs-loss-after-four-withdrawals-rm145bil
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/873323/health-ministry-expresses-concern-over-widespread-sale-tiger-pod-front
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/873138/one-withdrawals-wont-affect-epf-funds
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2023/01/873038/epfs-loss-after-four-withdrawals-rm145bil
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.tiktok.com/@nstonline
https://www.tiktok.com/@nstonline


Toleration also implies compromise today is your celebration, tomorrow is
mine so the spirit of toleration implies compromise. Toleration also
means to tolerate not only the strength of someone but also their
weakness due to their lack of understanding.

There is also another concept which is more important than tolerance and
that is justice. In fact, justice should be the basis for all human actions.

Replay

Aristotle in his Nicomachean Ethics, a book written to his son
Nicomachea had said that justice is a result of action done by the virtuous
individual.

To Aristotle, as he explained to his son, virtues are an important aspect of
all human actions. In fact, Aristotle believed that all human actions have
virtue as its aim. Virtue is an act that is balanced between two opposite
extremes.

For example, courage is a virtue but it is between being a coward on one
extreme and too �amboyant in the other extreme. According to Aristotle
virtuous actions should be the aim of all human beings that is why he
starts with his son.

Nicomachean Ethics was written to educate his son in regard to virtue so
that his son would become a virtuous person.

In an inter-religious setting, we �nd that to be just is the best basis for
toleration to happen.

It is mentioned in many verses of the Quran, however, we shall limit
ourself to just two: "God does not love the unjust!" (60:8) ; "Do not let the
hatred that you have for a certain group lead you to be unjust with them!"
(5:8).

So, to know justice and to act in a just manner is a command in the Quran
for how could one not be unjust if one does not know what justice is in
the �rst place? To act in a just manner requires elaboration and of course
an education.

To be just in the dealing with different religions would require an
openness to learn and to listen, in other words to gain knowledge about
the other.

In a multireligious society as we have in Malaysia, learning about and
from the various different religions is the only way we can achieve
harmony and respect.

For the society is like a human body says the Prophet if one part of the
body is hurt then the other part would also feel the pain and suffer as a
result. How can you not feel hurt and empathise when someone in your
neigbourhood is suffering from illness or whatnot.
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The Covid-19 pandemic that had engulfed the world in 2020-2021 had
taught us just that it was impossible for us to ignore whatever that
happens in our world will in�uence our personal space.

The idea of peace includes people of different religions and cultures than
us for the holy Prophet was supported in Medina by not only Muslims but
non-Muslims whom he regarded as part of the ummah of Medina in the
constitution.

The whole idea that privileges one religion against the other is an idea not
based upon justice but based upon a bias understanding of justice.
Justice is good in all aspects and settings and within it are compromise
and tolerance to each other.

To be unjust which God regards as being a sin and against His commands
can be regarded as an imbalance, one gaining more than the other or in
other words discrimination between the two with one being privileged
against the other.

Tolerance of different religions require us to have correct knowledge of
their beliefs and practices and it requires us to be just in dealing with
them. To act in an unjust way and denying the correct knowledge of the
other from reaching the public will not lead to societal harmony.

Therefore, comparative religious discourse should be encouraged in a
multi religious society as Malaysia.

The writer is an associate professor at the International Institute of
Islamic Thought & Civilization, International Islamic University Malaysia
(IIUM)

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not
necessarily re�ect those of the New Straits Times
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