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If the police force is trusted by the public, there will be less filming of police enforcement, and vice versa. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)

If it weren't for the video leak, you wouldn't know that "empty needles" could also occur with vaccination.
Without video as evidence, would you know when incidents of abuse of power and misconduct occurred? In
the past, there were pictures and truths, but now there are videos and truths.

Let's be realistic, if we don't have evidence to back it up, it's very difficult for the authorities to take action to
investigate. To be honest, there is often a reluctance to investigate. In most cases, those in power base their
remedies on investigations and actions after the video has been distributed.
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I'm not encouraging people to spread the wrong behavior of the police force, but we must be clear about the
difference between possessing video as evidence and maliciously spreading video.
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Many countries have implemented body cameras for police forces, but Malaysia has not. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)

In this article, | will not discuss from a legal perspective whether it is legal for the public to video police law
enforcement. At the moment, this is a controversial topic, and the legal debate on both sides will be endless.
Unlike some U.S. states, there are clear legal provisions on the legality of such acts, while Malaysian law is
quiet in this regard, which is why the two sides have been arguing these days. I'm interested in whether the
public should be allowed to film police enforcement?

| am at the moment of confusion about Home Minister Han
Chazainuddin's invocation of the Communications and Multimedia
Ordinance (MCMC) and other decrees to support his argument that the
public is not allowed to video police enforcement. As | mentioned in
previous articles, the Constitution and the law are tools for defending
democracy, not the other way around.

Similarly, in this case, when the law is invoked, it is to achieve some of the

goals for which the law was originally intended at that time, rather than to

use legal tools to achieve non-original goals. Even if laws are sometimes

drafted in an open manner, giving authorities broader powers, they should

use their powers carefully without distorting the law. That's one of the reasons why | hate the
Communications and Multimedia Act so much.

The Act itself is an evil law because it is too broadly defined. Simply put, in today's world, everything is about
communication, such as the Internet and social tools, and so on. If the authorities insist on interpreting it this
way, it is easy to fall into the category of "dishonest use". That is why this law and the sedition decree are
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often used because the definitions of both are too broad for the authorities to use.

Let's get back to the focus of today's discussion, why can't police enforcement be videotaped? Many times,
video can be used as evidence, if there is no video, once the matter is presented in court, how to testify? This
is why many countries have implemented body cameras for police forces, and on the other hand, to provide
greater transparency and accountability. Unfortunately, Malaysia has not yet implemented it.

Therefore, | am here to ask the simple question of how to take evidence of clashes between police forces
and the public, including those arrested, family members and friends, and even passers-by. If the authorities
are concerned about interference with duty, which is an excuse often used around the world, how to define
what constitutes interference with police investigations, and by whom? | personally feel that the best thing to
do is to let the court decide.
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If the police believe that the behavior is indeed interfering with or unde ng investigation, it i 0 the judiciary to decide whether to actually intervene

rather than directly block the videotaping. (File photo: Perspective Malaysia)
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Farmers question govt’ s claim of 3- Pakatan, BN must join forces or lose
day approval for foreign labour Selangor, say pundits
VEGETABLE farmers are perplexed by the PAKATAN Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional
government’s assurance that approval for foreign (BN) need to forge an electoral pact and come to
hires can be processed as quickly as three days. an understanding on seat allocations for the
Federation of Vegetable Farmers Associations Selangor state elections if they want to keep the...

president...
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