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Curb food production cost
August 17, 2022 @ 12:03am

The government should continue helping the agriculture sector with short-term
measures. - FILE PIC

LETTERS: The surge in prices of commodities and intermediate products,
especially those linked to agriculture, has resulted in a higher producer
price index (PPI).

PPI measures the average changes in prices received by domestic
producers for their output.

As of early June, Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM) reported that the PPI and
consumer price index (CPI) had increased by 11.2 and 3.6 per cent
respectively.

This shows that producers are absorbing the higher cost of production,
which has dampened their cash �ow.

MORE NEWS

Eventually, producers will transfer rising costs to consumers by increasing
the prices of goods and services.

This is inevitable if the government has not taken steps to mitigate the
increasing cost of production, i.e. controlling the supply side of in�ation.

PPI is a strong indicator for the CPI, especially when in�ation is due to
supply-push rather than demand-pull in�ation.

Rising food costs take a bite out of
Thanksgiving dinner

Expand childcare subsidies to re�ect
rising costs, says group

BDB to venture into food production,
power and telecommunications
sectors

More competition for healthcare
institutions will drive down prices

MOST POPULAR

LATEST MOST READ

GET THE LATEST TOP NEWS DAILY
Sign up to receive NST daily newsletters!

Your name

E-mail Address

SIGN UP NOW

ACROSS NEW STRAITS TIMES

WHAT TO READ NEXT

2m #JOM! GO: Petaling Street's Lorong
Panggung blossoms into a spring garden

6m #JOM! GO: Reaching a new high at
Singapore's Mt Faber

15m #Showbiz: Maksim to hold KL concert on
Valentine's Day

21m Bung and most Umno assemblymen to skip
special sitting

35m Eight injured in nine-vehicle pile-up

53m Historic UK rocket mission has lift-off

59m Harry and Meghan's California town ordered
evacuated over mudslide fears

POLITICS 22 minutes ago

Bung and most Umno assemblymen to
skip special sitting

POLITICS 9 hours ago

[Updated] Anwar gives Hajiji his
blessing as Chief Minister

FOOTBALL 11 hours ago

Dominic's goal was valid, says Polking

NATION 12 hours ago

Woman who drives A-Class Mercedes
caught for avoiding paying toll charges
45 times

POLITICS Jan 9, 2023 @ 7:03am

New Sabah cabinet may be sworn in
today [NSTTV]

NATION Jan 9, 2023 @ 9:00pm

Retailer under probe for charging
transport fees for eggs 

NATION 12 hours ago

Trending

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/868683/malaysian-couple-who-claimed-have-stranded-australia-chose-fly-back-jan-5
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2023/01/868480/new-sabah-cabinet-may-be-sworn-today-nsttv
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.tiktok.com/@nstonline
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/11/851926/rising-food-costs-take-bite-out-thanksgiving-dinner
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/07/812936/expand-childcare-subsidies-reflect-rising-costs-says-group
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2022/09/833432/bdb-venture-food-production-power-and-telecommunications-sectors
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2022/11/853149/more-competition-healthcare-institutions-will-drive-down-prices
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom/2023/01/868817/jom-go-petaling-streets-lorong-panggung-blossoms-spring-garden
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom/2023/01/868814/jom-go-reaching-new-high-singapores-mt-faber
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2023/01/868811/showbiz-maksim-hold-kl-concert-valentines-day
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2023/01/868809/bung-and-most-umno-assemblymen-skip-special-sitting
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/868807/eight-injured-nine-vehicle-pile
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2023/01/868804/historic-uk-rocket-mission-has-lift
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2023/01/868801/harry-and-meghans-california-town-ordered-evacuated-over-mudslide-fears
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2023/01/868809/bung-and-most-umno-assemblymen-skip-special-sitting
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2023/01/868783/updated-anwar-gives-hajiji-his-blessing-chief-minister
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football/2023/01/868754/dominics-goal-was-valid-says-polking
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/868750/woman-who-drives-class-mercedes-caught-avoiding-paying-toll-charges-45
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2023/01/868480/new-sabah-cabinet-may-be-sworn-today-nsttv
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/868745/retailer-under-probe-charging-transport-fees-eggs%C2%A0?utm_source=nst&utm_medium=recsys
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2023/01/868750/woman-who-drives-class-mercedes-caught-avoiding-paying-toll-charges-45?utm_source=nst&utm_medium=recsys


1/10/23, 9:17 AM Curb food production cost

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2022/08/822923/curb-food-production-cost 2/4

BNM reported that the main contributors to higher PPI were the mining
sector at 20.6 per cent, followed by agriculture, forestry and �shing at
11.6 per cent.

The ballooning cost of processing crude and intermediate materials,
supplies and components had contributed to higher prices of food
products by approximately 5.2 per cent.

In spite of short-term measures to prevent in�ation from accelerating, the
solution lies in medium-term and long-term policies.

Nevertheless, short-term policies on the supply side are essential to
reduce the cost of production. Here, subsidies should be directed towards
curbing the rising cost of production and administering forward-shifting
behaviour of businesses.

A few immediate measures can be rolled out. First, Malaysia depends on
imported seeds, which makes agriculture vulnerable to changes in the
prices.

Hence, subsidies to import seeds of food crops, such as vegetables and
other agricultural products, should be given to alleviate rising cost in
agriculture, forestry and �sheries.

Second, shortage of animal feed caused by economic sanctions on
Russia for the Ukraine con�ict and climate change has pushed prices up.

Therefore, subsidising animal feed is necessary because it constitutes 70
per cent of poultry's production cost. Stopping it reduces the supply of
poultry, which raises the prices.

Subsidies for small and medium enterprises can increase the supply of
meat products and output of animal produce, strengthening SMEs and
weaken the in�uence of cartels in the supply chain.

Finally, worker shortages and higher labour cost in agriculture also
contribute to in�ation. Subsidies to hire locals on minimum wage
alleviates higher production cost.

The subsidy is to compensate local producers who have to bear higher
cost due to the increase in wages. This can also boost the supply of
labour in the market and overcome labour shortages in agriculture.

Furthermore, subsidising the employment of locals motivates households
to enter the workforce instead of relying on government handouts.

Extensive cash handouts not only result in a complacent workforce but
also limit availability of funds for development and welfare measures.

Subsidies are a short-term measure to put off the immediate effects of
in�ation on people.

Finally, the transformation of agriculture is long-overdue after decades of
neglect. The transformation should include greater use of biotechnology
and modern technology, as well as research to reduce costs and increase
productivity.

Besides, the emergence of the new economy increases the
interdependency of all economic sectors.

Consequently, it is crucial to have a holistic view to integrate agriculture,
manufacturing and the services sector to stimulate economic growth and
meet the goals of a sustainable economy and long-term prosperity for
Malaysia.
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