THE IMPACT OF THE ROHINGYA REFUGEES ON BANGLADESH 
Md. Zahidul Islam
Assistant Professor, Ahmad Ibrahi Kulliyyah of Laws, 

International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). 

Email: zahidul@iium.edu.my 

Abstract 
The Rohingya are an ethnic Muslim minority group who are denied basic human rights and citizenship by the Myanmar government. Since the 1970s, the Rohingya have been forced to flee across the border to Bangladesh in significant numbers from northern Rakhine State due to religious, cultural and political persecution. Bangladesh has faced an ongoing refugee crisis ever since. The aim of this paper is to identify the crisis for the Rohingya refugees presence on the local community of Bangladesh. It will be a qualitative research.  The paper concludes that the adverse implications of the crisis are greater than the positive impacts, resulting in local instability and conflicts. The pressure is on the Bangladeshi Government to formulate strategies in partnership with the international community to force the Myanmar Government to begin repatriation and guarantee that the human rights and safety of the Rohingya will be respected. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
The Rohingya are a Muslim ethnic minority group who have lived for centuries in predominantly Buddhist Myanmar - formerly known as Burma. Despite living in Myanmar for many generations, the Rohingya are not recognized as an official ethnic group and have been denied citizenship since 1982, making them the world’s largest stateless population. Bangladesh has started experiencing the problems of the issues of Refugees since 1978; almost 200,000 refugees came into Bangladesh and took shelter. These refugees fled from Myanmar and known as “Rohingya”. Again in 1991-92 approximately 250,000 refugees fled from Myanmar‟s western Rakhine state and this ethnic, linguistic and religious minority of the Myanmar community started living in the south east district of Cox‟s Bazaar. That was just the beginning of the journey of the refugees and it is still proceeding unabated. But this Rohingya issue has now assumed an alarming proportion in Bangladesh which being a densely populated state faces various social and economic difficulties while giving them the needed refuge. In fact, legally Bangladesh is not bound to be the final sanctuary for the refugees from Myanmar or from any other state. As with many other countries in Asia, Bangladesh is not a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention or its 1967 Protocol. Neither is it a party to the 1954 and 1961 Statelessness Conventions.

Even though Bangladesh is not a member of the 1951 Refugee Convention, yet Bangladesh has quite often widely opened its arms to welcome theses refugees only on humanitarian ground, and no more no less. But the reality of the scenario is that Bangladesh still has not the luxury to afford these refugees the political neither the economic comfort of accommodation as a political asylum. In the absence of any strict domestic law, to save its image in the international arena, Bangladesh is struggling very hard indeed to overcome this refugee issue.
 The vision of this write-up is to highlight the problems of Rohingya refugees and also to recommend the framing of a strict domestic law to specifically handle this situation.

1.1 Definition of Refugee 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Office of the (UNHCR), was established on Dec. 14, 1950 by the General Assembly which is also known as The UN Refugee Agency. Since its establishment till now the UNHCR is one of the specialized organs of the United Nations which deals with the refugee issues. It seeks permanent solutions to the refugee problems, offers international protection to refugees, coordinates the activities of voluntary agencies, and assists the most needy refugee groups, particularly, in their voluntary repatriation, local integration or resettlement to a third country. The UNHCR is a voluntary organization of the United Nations that works all over the world.

In July 1951, a diplomatic conference in Geneva adopted the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees which was later amended by the 1967 Protocol. The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees is the key legal document in defining who are termed as the refugees, their rights and legal obligations of states.5 Initially, the 1951 Convention was more or less limited to protecting European refugees in the aftermath of World War II, but the 1967 Protocol expanded its scope as the problem of population displacement spread around the world.6 The 1967 Protocol removed the geographical and temporal restrictions from the convention.

The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol has become the preliminary instruments in the development of international refugee law. At present, there are 148 countries that subscribe to one or both of these instruments, expressing a worldwide consensus on the definition of the terms refugee and the fundamental rights to be granted to the refugees.8 According to the 1951 Refugee Convention, a refugee is defined as a person who:

Owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country or to return there because there is a fear of persecution...

The reasons of persecution must be one of the five grounds listed in article 1 A(2) of the Refugee Convention, namely: race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion. Persecution based on any other ground will not be considered as this is the limitation of the definition. Lately, it has been observed that other numerous reasons cause or, to be exact, force the person to flee due to the existence of critical situational circumstances, such as, civil war, natural disaster, unmitigibable poverty, mass unemployment and multifarious other causes which need additional inclusion under the definition of a refugee.10 According to the definition, certain person will not get the status of refugees if he/she- a) has a record to commit a crime against humanity or any other crime defined under international instruments; b) has committed a non-political crime; c) or has connectivity or allegation to commit any other crime which is contradictory with the provision of the United Nations.

A refugee has to prove four elements of situational circumstances according to the definition of Article 1A(2) of the 1951 Refugee Convention, i.e., i) “well founded fear of persecution”, ii) “flee across the border of one's country”, iii) “discriminations based on race, sex, and religion” and iv) “unwilling to return to one's country unless safety is guaranteed”. Firstly, the term well founded fear of persecution usually indicates a state of mind which means there must be a reason of fear to be persecuted and of course with the reality of its existence. This implies that it is not only the fear of the person seeking the status of a refugee but this fear must be supported by an objective situation. Secondly, the refugees flee from their own nationality or from the place they are residing to seek refuge in another country, i.e., one must cross the border of the state from which he/she fled. Thirdly, the refugees are forced to flee because they are being unfairly discriminated on the basis of his/her race, sex, religion or membership in a social or political group. And finally, the refugees are not willing to return until and unless they get an assurance of the ending of that unrest situation which makes them bound to flee from their own place until it is satisfied by the UNHCR that there exists a reasonableness in the situation which makes it possible for theses refugees to go back to their own state.

II. REFUGES IMPACT ON BANGLADESH

2.1 Social Impact of Rohingya Refugees

Overcrowding from the recent population boom at Bangladesh's Rohingya refugee camps has placed a strain on its infrastructure. The refugees lack access to services, education, food, clean water, and proper sanitation; they are also vulnerable to natural disasters and infectious disease transmission. Several NGO workers have noted that the Rohingyas have little awareness of family planning, and the population of Rohingya is likely to increase in the camps. In the near future, it will put additional pressure on food, jobs, health, and other basic needs. Moreover, it is a matter of great concern that childbirths are not registered in the Rohingya camps. They
are living there for now, but no one knows how long they will have to stay there without any
citizenship. Social impact encompasses health issues, law and order situations, and considers how the local population perceives Rohingya refugees. Bangladesh was already facing challenges from previous refugee influx when additional pressure was exerted on social and
economic structure after August 2017. Unexpected refugee presence can be a threat to inter
communal harmony and create challenges for vital social values, such as culture, religion, and language structure, of local people (OCHA 2018). The total area of Ukhiya and Teknaf,
where most of the camps are situated in Bangladesh, is 651 sq. kilometres and has about half
a million inhabitants.
 In addition to the local population, an estimated one million Rohingya
refugees are now living in those two areas. The birth rate among Rohingya refugees is higher than among Bangladeshi people. Humanitarian aid observers predict that Rohingya women in the camps will give birth to an estimated 48,000 babies in 2018, which will create further pressure on local population.

Recent studies have demonstrated that, while the focus of aid relief is on Rohingya refugees, there is dissatisfaction among poor local Bangladeshis who are also affected by this crisis but are receiving little assistance from aid agencies. This social effect is causing a breakdown in the relationships and in the level of animosity directed at the refugees. In addition, Rohingya influx has been generating a number of other social difficulties, such as their involvement in arms and drug trafficking, human trafficking, criminal activities, and prostitution in Cox’s Bazar region.
 It has been alleged that Rohingya women are involved in drug trafficking and prostitution as an easy means of earning money, and these illegal activities are having adverse effect on Bangladesh. 

Furthermore, both local people and Rohingyas are also in competition for employment opportunity, education, welfare, and health facilities, which can be reason for conflict to arise between two groups. The Inter-Agency Working Group on Reproductive Health in Crises (IAWG) has requested that the international community guarantee sexual and reproductive health (SRH) for Rohingya women and girls. Without immediate initiatives for improved maternal health care and control of sexually transmitted disease (STD), mortality of mothers and new-borns will increase. Due to the rape and violence, many Rohingya women were forced to endure in Myanmar before they fled to Bangladesh, significant numbers have been infected with disease and are suffering malnutrition. Therefore, the spread of STDs among Rohingya in the camps and local people also is likely to present challenges for health professionals and lead to worsening of circumstances for all.
Another social problem that affects the life of local people is the socio-cultural aspect. For example, some Rohingya women want to marry local Bangladeshi men, but the government has prohibited marriage between Bangladeshi and Rohingya refugees. Thus, intermarriage and integration between the two groups is being prevented under law, and there are instances where police are engaged in apprehending individuals who have married secretly and hoped to avoid detection. These heavy-handed attempts by the government to contain the situation in the refugee camps may result in further animosity, mistrust, and discrimination towards the Rohingya. Consequently, the law and order situation and environment in Cox’s Bazar has deteriorated noticeably, which is a view that is shared by district administration officials and law enforcement agencies.

2.2 Gender-based Violence among the Rohingya

There is a tendency in local Bangladesh communities to regard the Rohingya as being uneducated, rough, potentially criminal, and prone to aggression. Gender violence is an example of how this aggression may be seen to be reflected and reinforced by the stereotypes and inequalities within Rohingya society. Gender-based violence as ‘violence targeted to a person because of their gender that affects them because of their special roles or responsibilities in society’.
 Young Rohingya women often face sexual harassment and even violence from their own community members within the refugee camps. Moreover, early and forced marriage is a concerning issue for girls among Rohingya refugees. Refugee camp women and children often face the risk of sexual abuse while using toilets and collecting water, which may be far away from the safety of their shelter. The authors also describe how Rohingya men’s experiences of conflict, oppression, and frustration may be expressed through domestic violence against their wives or other family members. Rohingya men are often prevented from seeking gainful employment due to restrictions on their movement away from the camps, together with limited opportunities for unskilled work.
 By necessity, Rohingya women may become the income earners in the family, which can result in dysfunctional relationships and disharmony in families where there are fixed gender stereotype expectations.
 Apart from domestic violence that the women face, there are also risks of harassment and exploitation where they work due to their low socio-economic status.

2.3 Political Impact of Rohingya Refugees

Since the early beginnings of the Rohingya crisis, Bangladesh has been a somewhat unwilling partner in accepting refugees at their border and allowing refugee camps to be set up. Urged by international pressure and the promises of support in the form of humanitarian aid, the government has shown remarkable sympathy and tolerance for refugees. There have been numerous diplomatic attempts to resolve the crisis on its border, but little progress has been made. On the contrary, the crisis has worsened in past year, since August 2017, leaving many commentators to conclude that there is no resolution in sight. Bangladesh is unable to establish the international diplomatic assistance, which is required to end the crisis.
 However, Bangladesh and Myanmar have signed a bilateral agreement on 23 November 2017 to repatriate the refugees, and Bangladesh wants to complete the repatriation within two years. This plan seems unlikely to succeed, since the security for Rohingya in Myanmar has not improved, there has been no talk of allowing citizenship and human rights for them, and voluntary repatriation is unlikely to be a course that many refugees would choose given the risks they would be returning to.

Generally, there is public support for the government’s decision to allow asylum for Rohingya refugees and this decision may have an impact on next national election in early 2019 depending on how the refugee crisis evolves. Local legislature and politicians often use Rohingya refugees to further their own political interests, which can be a significant concern for Bangladesh. The refugee crisis has caused Bangladesh to lose the political and economic support of two of its closest allies, India and China, because both have sided with Myanmar and have enormous economic and strategic interest there. As a result, a new diplomatic alignment is taking place in this region that can have negative impact on Bangladesh.

2.4. Economic Impact of Rohingya Refugees

Bangladesh is facing unemployment problem, especially in Teknaf and Cox's Bazaar. The number of day labors is increasing due to Rohingya influx, and they agree to do work with lower wage. As a result, the native people are losing their job. The sustainability of economic markets is accomplished through continual balancing of supply and demand - between worker and accessibility of work. Rohingya crisis could interrupt the consistency in society and more challenges might ascend when vast numbers of unemployed refugees pursue livelihood opportunity. It is quite understandable that the refugees will go outside the refugee camp seeking employment and come into confrontations with local community, creating instability in society. Most refugee camps are in remote areas where majority of inhabitants are poor and depend on daily wages earned through unskilled labour.
 However, the authors found that Rohingya refugees are now competing for the available jobs and will undercut local workers.
 For daily work, local Bangladeshi labour demands 500 takas ($6), while Rohingya labourers are available at 300 takas, resulting in the employer engaging the cheaper Rohingya labourer. This is causing a grave deterioration of livelihood opportunity for the already poor local community who subsist day to day on their meager earnings.  Bangladesh is a small country that has a delicate economy with limited resources, overpopulation and limited agricultural land.
 Consequently, Bangladesh’s economic development can be seriously hindered by huge Rohingya influx combined with it’s over population and high birth rate. The overall cost to the government for refugee settlement areas, is a burden for national economy. Cox’s Bazar is one of the key tourist destination points in Bangladesh, but the huge refugee influx has had an adverse impact on tourism income. Due to the ongoing situation of unrest, the number of tourist travelling to the region has decreased. Tour operators claim that they will lose more than half million tourists in this season. The cross-border trade with Myanmar and fishing in the Naf River have also deteriorated due to the restrictions by the government which has had a disproportionate economic impact on Bangladesh.

2.5. Security Impacts of Rohingya Refugees

The forced migration of the Rohingya people is not only a humanitarian crisis but also a threat to regional peace and security, as Myanmar is geographically connected to other countries in the South Asian and Southeast Asian region. The Rohingya refugee crisis is no longer a simple humanitarian issue but now poses a potential threat to internal security and stability of Bangladesh and may represent a wider threat to transnational security in the Southeast Asian region.
 The ARSA militant group has already shown its ability to recruit Rohingya jihad soldiers from refugee camps for cross-border fighting and smuggling of small arms and drugs, which jeopardise law and order and threaten security claims that the radical Islamist group al-Qaeda recently made an online appeal asking Bangladeshi Muslims to support Rohingya by conducting extremist activities against Myanmar.
 A number of radical groups, including Rohingya Solidarity Organisation (RSO), Arakan Islamic Front, and Rohingya Patriotic Front that are active in border areas between Bangladesh and Myanmar, include Rohingya in their activities.
 There are claims Harkat-ul-Jihad-i-Islami (HuJI) and Jamat-i-Islam has been active in funding Rohingya refugees to undertake illegal activities, within Bangladesh and along the border. As much of the threat to security posed by the Rohingya and extremist groups is covert and unlikely to be readily detected, it seems that there is likely to be a great deal more activity taking place than is known about, which suggests that the security dilemma has yet to be fully realised or measured.

2.6 Environmental Impacts of Rohingya Refugees

Among the most significant problems associated with refugee-affected areas are deforestation, soil erosion, and depletion and pollution of water resources. Bangladesh is already facing the challenges of environmental degradation due to refugee influx for decades, but the recent refugee influx has been far more influential. Some of the key environmental impacts arising from the Rohingya presence are in relation to natural disasters lack of supply of drinking water and proper waste management. Additional refugee influx to existing local population generates excessive demand for natural resources with long-term challenges for a sustainable environment. According to Bangladesh forestry department, the Rohingya presence has caused the stripping away of 4,000 acres of forest areas.
 Tekanf Wildlife Sanctuary (TWS) is a reserve forest area of 28,688 acres of land, which is at risk due to overexploitation of forest resources by local population and Rohingya refugee. The effect of deforestation has a serious impact on the livelihoods of local population because they are deprived of natural resources and adequate, water supply.
 The refugee crisis has become a matter of genuine apprehension for Bangladesh due to the rising pressures on the environment which is hampering the conservation and protection of the limited bio-diversity in natural areas. The removal of natural forest cover by the overburden of human population in those refugee camp areas sets in motion a cascade of environmental effects that will result in complete degradation of the whole eco-system needed to support life.
 Consequently, the aid group Doctors Without Borders has reported that “in Hakimpara refugee camp, a quarter of shallow tube wells have dried up” because deforestation has resulted in rainfall runoff to the sea rather than recharging the underground aquafers. In addition, the WHO warns that inappropriate construction of latrines near to tube wells have polluted the ground water and threatened the health of people with diseases, such as dysentery and cholera. Thus, it can be seen that the refugee crisis is seriously affecting the environment in Bangladesh, which already faces many other challenges.

2.7 Health Impact of Rohingya Refugees 
More than 50,000 Rohingya refugee women were pregnant, however, a significant portion of pregnant women did not have access to quality antenatal care. Mental health problems like post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and suicidal thoughts were also commonly prevailing in the Rohingya community. As the crisis has unfolded in Bangladesh, international healthcare organisations have expressed increasing concern about health conditions and transmittable diseases in refugee camps, which may become widespread among refugees and local population due to lack of access to medical care and adequate hygiene.
 The Rohingya refugees who are suffering from diseases are not registered and may be carrying several communicable diseases, such as hepatitis B, tuberculosis, HIV, skin diseases, and malaria. Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies, is concerned that the infectious diseases could devastate the health support in refugee camps, as well as the possibility of being spread among local people due to the movement of Rohingyas from one place to another place for work.

A number of authors and organisations have commented on health dilemma of environmental degradation in camp areas and unhygienic conditions, which pose considerable risk of affecting the local community.
 They are particularly concerned about the primitive toilet facilities that create contaminated water and environs, as dysentery and other gastro-intestinal diseases are a significant cause of illness and death, especially in children. Reproductive issues in refugee camps, especially lack of awareness regarding family planning, which increase birth and infant mortality rate, early marriage and other health challenges, and the problem of sexual transmitted diseases.
 Furthermore, the seriousness of drug addiction and related diseases, such as HIV and hepatitis, that have rapidly increased due to Rohingya involvement in drug smuggling.

2.8 Drug and Arms Trafficking

Bangladesh Government estimates that more than 500,000 undocumented Rohingyas are distributed through Cox’s Bazar and Chittagong district. Many are facing extreme poverty and may become involved in criminal activities just to survive. Bangladesh law enforcement agency sources are aware of the illegal activities of Rohingyas, some of whom are involved in the trafficking of ‘Yabba’, which is a highly addictive mix of methamphetamine and caffeine mostly produced in Myanmar, medicines, and wine smuggling in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar.
 The geographical proximity of the Golden Triangle, the opium producing area where Thailand, Laos and Myanmar boundaries join, and the even more important opium producing area of the Golden Crescent, covering the Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan border area, make Bangladesh’s location perfect for heroin smuggling and international trade in illicit drugs. Thus, these Rohingya are generating an internal security threat for Bangladesh through their connections with arms smuggling, trafficking in drugs, and other criminal activities.
 Bangladesh military security forces and police are very alert to these crimes and frequently conduct operations to detect and arrest criminals; however, the task is daunting and is hampered by lack of border control and widespread corruption.

III. CONCLUSION
There is a consensus in the assessments by government authorities, humanitarian aid agencies, health professionals, environmental authorities, and law enforcement agencies that the presence of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh is leading to numerous impacts there that are having serious, long-term negative effects on society, the nation and region. Rohingya crisis is a wicked problem and a complex challenge for Bangladesh. The concluding argument in the case of the Rohingya is that the unequal access to resources and opportunities is the main cause of conflict between local people and refugees. However, it is clear that the effects of the crisis in Bangladesh are more complex and widespread, reaching far beyond the local communities where refugee camps exist, to the national, regional, and even international levels. Therefore, an immediate strategy and comprehensive solution should be sought to deal with Rohingya crisis and to protect the local population and Bangladesh from threat.
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