
IOUCRIS, 26-27 August, 2022

1

Publishing in High-Impact Journals

Rafikul Islam

Department of Business Administration

Kulliyyah of Economics and Management Sciences

International Islamic University Malaysia

Jalan Gombak, 53100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Email: rislam@iium.edu.my



22

Outline of presentation

 Introduction

 Format of an article

 Finding a suitable journal

 Submission outcomes

 Web of Science, Scopus-listed journals



3

Introduction



Importance of Publications

 Price of an article: $1,000? $50,000? 
$100,000? ….

 My own experience of appointment; 
contract renewal; promotion; 

 Your wonderful work will not be known to 
the rest of the world unless you get it 
published
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5Communicate your message through publication



Type of manuscripts

 Conference Paper

 Research Note/Short communication

 Concept paper

 Research Paper

◼ Quantitative/Qualitative or mixed

 Review paper

 Case study
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Format of an Article 

1) Title
2) Abstract (plus Keywords)
3) Introduction

◼ Statement of the problem
◼ Research objectives and Research Questions
◼ Justification for the study
◼ Significance of the study

4) Literature Review
5) Methodology
6) Data Analysis

◼ Results

7) Discussion
8)Managerial Implications 
9) Conclusion (Limitations and Future Works)
10)Acknowledgement
11) References
12) Appendices
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Four questions in manuscript preparation
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What is the  problem? INTRODUCTION

What has been done         LITERATURE REVIEW

Research Gap

What did you do? METHODS

What did you find? RESULTS

What does that mean? DISCUSSION
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Title

 The title must be short, clear, focused and 
accurate. 
◼ Title plays a vital role in citations

◼ Electronic searches are based on title and key words

◼ Length: usually around 7 – 15 words

◼ Clear: mention all the key variables that will be 
investigated (the dependent variable / main variable 
mention at the beginning of the title)

◼ Focus and accuracy: The topic must be specific and must 
encapsulate the content of the paper

◼ Should not contain rarely used abbreviations 

Tip: Remember the readers are the potential authors who will cite 
your article



Examples of good titles

 Writing high quality papers: Views from 
researchers

 Determining key capabilities of a firm 
using Analytic Hierarchy process

 A decision aid in warehouse site selection

 Employee motivation: A Malaysian 
perspective

 How can managers reduce employee 
intention to quit?
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Titles that are poorly formed

 The analytic hierarchy process at Dar-Al-
Hekma

 Application of MCDM approaches in airlines 
industry
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Abstract
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 Should be a brief summary of about 150 – 300 words.

- past (perfect) tense and passive voice

- short and concise sentences in 1 paragraph

- no citations, tables, equations, graphs, references or  
quotations ete

 The abstract must start with 
a) a statement indicating the situation, problem or issue 
that will be studied and the rationale (why) the research 
should be undertaken. 
b) then, indicate the variables involved and how these will 
be measured. 
c) indicate what data analyses will be undertaken
d) results and the results will help explain or 

solve the issue
e) recommendation for further research.

Tip: Abstract can be written at the end. First time write it freely 
and subsequently edit substantially.



Need for the study
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Highlight the unsatisfactory 
current situation



Significance of the study
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 a) Contribution your research will make to your 
area of research, or 

 b) Impact: indicate potential practical or policy 
implications of your research.  

 c) Intellectual merit: 
i) How your research will make an original  

contribution, 
ii) How it will fill gaps in existing research,  
iii) How it will extend understanding of 

particular topics.

Tip: Do not overuse the terms such as “novel”, “first time”, “first 
ever”, “paradigm shift”.



Literature Review 
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 Review all relevant literature in the area especially
those that have direct impact on your study

 Start with a broad background and then narrow it down
to your field of study

 Emphasize on recent articles (e.g., past 5 years)

Tip: Cite only relevant references, otherwise the 
reviewer may not have a clue what actually you are 

writing



Methodology
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 Identify the population
 Sample: Who will be the sample (unit of analysis)
 Sampling: How the sample will be selected. 
 Instrument: What instrument / questionnaires will 

be used? How was the instrument designed?
 Pre-study, pilot study (validity and reliability) 
 Data Collection Procedure:
 Proposed data analysis (based on the research 

questions or hypothesis)
◼ MR, SEM, IPA, ANOVA, MANOVA, LR, AHP, Cluster 

Analysis, Data Envelopment Analysis,  etc
 Avoid using personal pronoun such I or We (except 

qualitative research). Also use past tense



Data Analysis
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 Must be based on the research questions 
you have formulated
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Sample APA Reporting of Demographic 

Information for 4 Subsamples
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Example of Figure: APA format



Discussion
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• Hardest section to write, but it is also the most 

important. 

• Answer the question posed in Introduction

• Correlation of your finding with the existing 

knowledge

• Discrepancies between new results and previously 

reported results.
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Discussion and relating to existing literature
State 
your 
own 

finding

Source:



Conclusion

 Identify key findings and application

 Should not be summary of the work done 
(Abstract has taken care of that)
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Conclusion

 How the work advances the field from the 
present state of knowledge. 
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Contribution
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References

 APA

 Harvard

 Chicago

 Turabian  
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APA Style.doc
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Benchmarking a model paper

 Download papers that are very well-
written (maybe from webofscience 
database)

 Identify the structure, style, presentation, 
type of analysis, etc. 
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../Sample papers to follow/Location Phermacitucals companies in India.pdf


Having multiple analysis

 A sample paper

◼ Its acceptance letter 

 Qualitative + Quantitative

 Quantitative

◼ QFD + AHP

◼ SEM + ANOVA + MANOVA

◼ MR + LR

◼ SEM + LR

◼ FA + MR + ANOVA
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IJBSR with Mahbubar.pdf
IJBSR acceptance letter.pdf


Covering letter

 A sample

 Highlight the main theme of the paper

 Language has been proofread

 No concurrent submission

 Possible referees 
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Cover letter.pdf


Finding the right journal
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 Determine and list the ISI journals that normally
publish articles in your area

 Access the website and read the Aims and Scope,
manuscript submission guidelines

 Check what type of articles they have published
(this may be clear from the titles)

 Read about 10 articles in your area published by
the journal in the past 3 years to get a feel of the
type of paper published, the style of writing and
the format.

 Check the journal’s Impact factor/Quartile

Tips: Articles in your Reference section may lead to
choose the right journal.

Asia Pacific J of Mgt rejection letter.pdf
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3 scenarios: 

a) Outright rejection

b) Major corrections

c) Minor corrections 

(very rarely outright acceptance 
without corrections)

Dealing with reviewers’ comments



Common reasons for rejection
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 The  study is just confirmation of previous  research 

i.e. not novel

 The problem tackled is too shallow

 Poor experimental design 

 Targeted journal is not suitable 

 Weak writing/presentation and language



38



Predatory Journal

 Do not submit your article (that you have 
prepared after hard work) to any non-
credible journal. 
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Predatory Journal sample 1.pdf
Predatory journals criteria 121115.pdf


Ethics in Publishing

 Plagiarism 

 Duplicate publication

 Duplicate submission

 Fabrication of data

 No proper acknowledgement of the people 
who have helped you
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Thank you for 

your time!

Wishing you happy and successful 

publishing in high quality journals!


