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Abstract
Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to explore the most prominent human rights violations during
the COVID-19 pandemic in accordance with international human rights law.

Design/methodology/approach

Through doctrinal and legal study and content analysis, this paper analyses the important
relevant legal provisions under International human rights law and applies these provisions
to the reality of managing the COVID-19 crisis to identify the most prominent human rights
violations during the COVID-19 outbreak. This research paper considered as a review paper
in that it provides a review of the most prominent measures taken during the COVID-19 crisis,
which constitutes violations of international human rights law.

Findings

It is concluded that some measures that have been taken by countries to confront the COVID-
19 pandemic have constituted violations of human rights and did not comply with the legal
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conditions to restrict human rights. Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic has shown the ugly
fractures in health-care systems, health inequities, racism and discrimination, Undermining
the right to freedom of expression and the right to access information, gross negligence in
protecting detainees from COVID-19 infection, all of these constitute clear violations of the
principles of international human rights law.

Research limitations/implications

The spread of COVID-19 has not stopped, and its effects still continue, including human
rights violations. Therefore, this paper cannot enumerate all human rights violations that
occur during the spread of COVID-19.

Practical implications

Based on the results in this paper, governments need to be more prepared to face any health
crisis at all levels including health care, which would reduce human rights violations.

Social implications

This research paper reflects positively on the social reality, as the adoption of its
recommendations leads to the provision of adequate health care to all members of society in
accordance with the principles of human rights, granting them the right to access
information, protecting their right to freedom of expression, reducing the phenomenon of
racism and discrimination and providing adequate health care to all detainees.

Originality/value

This paper studies an up-to-date topic that we are still living and seeing its effects. The
benefit of this paper is to provide recommendations that protect human rights during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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