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AL-GHAZALD'S POLITICAL THOUGIHT:
ITS NATURE AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

Muddathne dbd al-Rakim

L The Historical Serting: Challenges and Stimuilants

Universally recognized as theologian, philosopher, mester-sufi and
jurist, the celebrated ujfar-al-Islam (Proof of Islam), Mubhammad
Ibat Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Thn Ahmad al-Tusi, Abi [Tamid
al-Ghazali,! was also an owistanding and highly original political
thinker.

A prolific writer, al-Ghazali's political ideas especially
as expressed 10 al-dgtizad '] I'foad, Mizan al-Amal, Nasthat al-
Mulak, Fada ih al-Batiniyyah (or al-MustazhirD) and va  'Ulum
al-Din  are closelv mtertwined with his views on theology,
philosophy, ethics, law and jurisprudence. A major expositor and
interpreter of Islam in its many and all encompassing facets, al-
CGhazali's ideas in fact constitute an integral whole none of which
can be fully comprehended in isolation from the others.

Like many other major political thinkers in both the Western
and the lslamie traditions Plato. Hobbes, Marx, al-Mawardi,
Ibn laymivvah and lbn Khaldun included—al-(thazali’s interest
i the theory and practice of politics was at least partly aroused
and sustained by the fact that the political conditions in which he
happened to live (born in 450 A H.J 1058 A.D., died in 505 A.H./
1111 A.D.) were far from perfect and the principal Tslamic political
mstitution, the caliphate, had for decades been in serious decling.?

Al-Sabki, ‘Tejuddin, Febogd at-NEEH wva a-Kubea, T wals. (Cairn, Dar al-
Eirdh al-*Arobi 1969] vol 6, p.l91. Al-Ghaeli's ficsl menbomed nisbol
al<Tugt, derives from his birthplace, a suborb of T, near present day Meshed
i Ehuresin, bal be 15, of course, much beter known a8 2l-Uhazak {sometimes
apelt al-Ghazali with two 2% o shadidin) preceded witl e Lunye, Abd Hamid
See, flor example, Al-talgashandy, Ma Gthi al-nafa § Wa Jiim al-Khildfah,
ed, "Abd al-Sattiy Afunod Fare) (Koewail; Wicdnul al-Irshid, 1964); repriuted



MUDDATHIR *AHIT AL RART

Under the Duwayhids (943-1055) in particular, it had become little
more than a plaything in the hands of the dominant war-lords who,
as Shi‘ites morsover, could not and, of course, did not, recognize the
legitimacy of the Sunni *Abbasid caliphate even in theory.?

No less disconcerting for al-Ghazali was the fact that
corruption, long known lo have been widespread among the
adminisirative and business classes. had also engu!fed many among
the ‘wlama’ This was particularly depressing because as bearers
of the Shari'ah and Islamic cthics, the ‘wlamad’ were, individually
and collectively, expected o he not only examples of propriety
and personal integrity but also Jeaders and standard bearers in the
siruggle for social reform. which for all Muslims was and remains a
hasic religious dutv if not an article of faith.?

In 1055 (1e three year: before gl-Ghazali was born) the
Seljuks, already 1 control of Khurasan and Western Persia, finally
destroved the 110 year old Buwayhid hegemaony over the enfeebled
caliphate in Baghdad. Like the Buwayhids, the Seifjuks were war-
lords who. as such, continued (o dominate the caliphate. Unlike their
predecessors however, the Scljuks were Sunni Muslims and ardent
defenders of the faith as articulated by al-Ash'ar and his followsrs;
incloding al-Ghazali's renowned teacher, Imam al-Haramayn al-
Twwaint and subsequently, al-Ghavali himself.

Lnder the leadership of such able men as Tughrul-Beg, Alp
Arslan and sspecially the brilliant wiszir, statcsman and adnunistrator,
Nizam al-Mullk, the Seljuks did nul only bring n end to the chaotic
and unstable situatien which had prevailed Tor several years
previously—establishing important relorms of enduring vale
but they also played crucial roles in the develupment of science
and scholarship, sspecially through (he establishment of a number

of madrasahs (colleges of higher learning), menerically known as

oL O

{Beimut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1984, vol. L p. 217 {1

3 Inid, pp. 284 - 338,

4 For o lworoogh and themghtul toswment of des subjsct in B
Michasl Coak; Cosmandiing Right amnd Forbiddivg Wrong i loiamic
(Cumbridge, UK. . Cambridge University Pross, 20000,

ish, ses
Hionsh

AL-CHAZALDE PULITICAL THOY
% WATURE ANE CONTEMPORARY RELEVA

Nizamivyahs, named after their greal sponsor and benafactor, Nizam
al-Mulk, The most renownsd among these was the Nizamiyysh ol
Raghdad where both al-Juwaini and al-Cihazali were professors,

Under these circumstances, caliphs naturally began to fecl
mare confident as well as more comfortable than they had been for
several decades. Many others, including al-Ghazali, who decmed
{he caliphate both grardian and chicl executive of the Shariith—
the fountain of legitimacy for the wmmakh constituting the singular
Iynchpin (hat held the entire body politic togsther —the weleome
change thal cnsued from the riss of the Seljuks gave renewed hope.
Although il was perhaps impossible, they wished to recapture or
reinvent the vigor and the glory, for example, of the days of Harin
4l-Rashid, su that much would be done o strengthen and retnvigoraly
the caliphate in order to revive both (he wmmad and the stale.
Needless to say however, the identification und structurmg of those
components necessary for required reform and formulation of these
inin a coherent #nd workable programme ol action were tasks by no
means easy o accomplish.

But there was another and more immediately pressing
challengs: i.¢. that of the lsm3‘ilites or Scvener Shi‘ites, also known
as Bitinites und Assassins (a corruption ol hashshashin or hashish).
Bacause of the methods. for which they beeame famous, this group
has been described as “the most radicel and dangerous type of
revolutionary Shiites sects”™® The Isma‘ilile, or Batinite challenge
to the ‘Abbisid caliphats was in fact twofuld: i.c. miliary-strategic,
and political-ideological.

As amilitanl movement skillfully organized and ruthlessly led
by Hasan ibn al-Sabbal. the lsma‘ilites took the lorirass of Alamut
in southern Persia in 1090. From that stronghold they continued to
harass the caliphale and the Seljuks. Two vears later (October [

1092) they assassinated Mizam al-Mulk., The Bajiniles thus dealr a

Bertald Spuler, The Age of the Caliphy (Frinceton: Markus Wierer Publishers,
1495y, p. 67. For & cumgehensive snd sympathetic sceount of the Isma‘ilites
ZFrom thelr inception to the presem day, see Farhod Dafiary, The lima ‘flig — Thei
Histary and Loctrines (Cumbiridgs. Cambridge University Pross, 1990).
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hard blow, not only 1@ the Seljuks and the caliphate, but also to the
whole community of Sunni Muslims; cspecially the many scholars
and students throughout the realm whose patron and benefactor the
great statesman had long been.

Politically and in terms af religious belief and doctrine, the
Jsma‘ilites, the Qaramitah (Carmathizans), logether with the followers
of Bahak of Adharbaijan anil the Khurramidins of Isfahan, had been
vigorously dent wnced by Nizam t.ic:» as heretics and subversives.
Clearly reflecting the views of the majority Sunni community.
Nizam al-Mulk stated in his Sivavai-Namah (Book of Government)
that “the constant object of them all [was] to overthrow Islam."®
The charge of heresy and its atlendant corollary, subwersion, were
routed in the fact that the Isma‘ilites believed that the Holy Qur'an
has a hidden or csoteric (Arabic: batin or batini) meaning distinet
from its zafir {ie plainor gxoteric) meaning, hence the designation

“Bitinites” by which they came 10 be known. They also held that
onlv their imam, whom they believed was an infellible charismalic
|eader, could know the truth and correctly understand the real or
esoteric meaning of the IIoly Book Other mortals, Hasan Ibn al-
Sabhah insisted. could acquire such understanding only by means
of t'fim (1. authoritative instruction) given by the imam.” hence
the desipnation “Tur Limipah”™ by which lsma‘ilites also came to
be known. This implied, fnfer alta, that the methods of fiihzd
(personal intellectual effort), razar (reascning) and ra’y (thinking)
which were favorad by t the Sunni wiama’ conld not lead 1o the iruth.

This constituted “a direct attack on the scholarjurisis™ as well as
the hasic principles of Islamic jurisprudence.

LI

¢ Nigim al-Mulk, The Bowk of Gavernment or Buley for Kings (Stpar al-Muiuk
or Sfpasar- ..__aa.E____u waneiaizd by Hubord Drake (Iondon: Rontledge and Kegan
Paul, 1960) p. 2

T AlChmeli, :_mu ih al-Bativivealy, ed, "Abd ol Belupdy Badawi (Cairo;
Wizirat al-Thuyafah wa'l-Ishid, 1964), p. LIE Alsa, W. Manrgomery Watt,
Msitm Tntedlactual — 4 Stde of al-GiazdiT (Ediuburgh; Edinburgh University
Presa, 19530, 0. §1; and Daftary, op. off

B Wtk g el

AL-GHAZALD'S POLITICAL TIIOUGHT:
T3 NATURE AND CONTEMPOEARY RELEVANCE

The deeline of the caliphali and the spread of earruption even
among the ‘whami’, together with the bitter and long drawn-ouf
conflict with the Ratinites and other sehismatic groups, were not only
powertul challenges to al-Ghazali and his conlemporaries as viewed
in the eontext of the promising and more hopeli] atmosphere thal
prevailed under the Scljuks, but also [unctioned as stimulants for
serious thinking ahoul polifics and socio-political relurm. T should
he remembered in this conneetion that st least one ol al-Ghazalt's
political discourses, namely Fada'th al-Baimpvah (The Scandals
of the Batindtes) was wrilien ool lony afler the assassination of
Nizam al-Mulk and at the behest of the voung Caliph al-Mustazhic ®
Appropriately dedicated to al-Mustazhir " the bouk has come to
be known as al-Mustazhivi, after the said Caliph. Another one of
al-Ghazali's works, Le Nasthar al-Muluk (Counsel for Kings)!!
was addressed to Sultan Muhammad Ten Malik Shah, In addiion,
al-Chazali wrote a number of letters to various rulers and top
administrators in the Seljuk Sultanate.’* A review of this category of
ul-Ghaeali’s wrilings clearly shows that he was a greatly esteemed
persomalily whose upinions were eagerly sought and respectbully
received by the hish and mighty as well as others of his age and
that he was an untiring campaigner for good governance. Ile was
particularly anxious to see such values as justice, integrity, efficizncy,
clemency and transparency carefully and consistently observed and
demonstrated in both the performance of public duties and in the
personal conducrt of rulers and administrators.

*  Abu Himid al-Chazali, Hada i al-ddrniyvak, pp. 4-6.

W il

o Al-Gharal, ATl al-Marhdc i Nasfpar al-Muiik (Beimt: Dér al-Kutuh al-
‘Nmiywvy, P8R Far English iranslation, sce F.R.C. Bagley, Boak of Cormsel for
Aings (Oxford, 19840 Hereafter citedday A-Tibe,

G Ahdul Oayyum, Latiers of al-Orha=3l ([ahore: 18lamic Publications Tid.,
1978), This 15 & seleciive translation (fom Fars) of sume lwenly leliers wilh
a peneral mtrodection. An edited and donotated Arabic translation consisting
wl thirty two lotters and six other pieces has been publizhed: sce D Nor al-Din
"AlL ed. Fadd il ol-Anim min Rasa ' Hajjol al-Xslde [Taais, 1972)
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L The fmporlance and Legitimacy of the State

Dy contrast with, for cxample, the Najdite faction of the Kharijites
in the Islamic tradition &nd the anarchists in the modern Western
tradition  forbothconsidered thestate anundesirable and superfiuous
imposition -al-(thazali was firmly convinced that the state (a term
which he virtually identifies with politics and statesmanship in
general) is a vitally impertant and necessar y institution for human
spciety, Indeed. a precondition without which social sxistence would
be impessible and vivilized living unthinksble.  In this respect
al-Ghazali’s position is not unlike that of' most political thinksrs,
Western or Muslim. But his reasoning, in many wayvs was parallel
to that of other thinkers in the twe traditions, and yet in other ways,
ﬁdrc distinet,

The dreastic and dire conssquences of the absence or non-
existence of seversign and effective public authorties, al-Ghazali
points vul, can be clearly seen and comprehended by obsarving what
actually happens whem offices of state fall vacanl whether as a result
of civil strife or the natural death of incumbents. “Tor should such
conditions persisl without another sovercign or dominant person
taking eftective control,” al-Ghazali continues, “chaos would set in:
killing and death spread; famine prevail; livestock perish; industries
cease lo funciion: whatever achievements may have been previously
made would then turn into utter loss and grisf none of those who
manage 1o survive would be able to concentrate on either worship
or the pursult of knowledge; while most would simply perish in
consequence of continued strife and civil conflict.”1

It is worth neting the remarkable similarity between al-
Ghazals's portrayal of the subject under consideration and that given
by | homas ITobbes some five centuries later (158%-1679). Deseribinge
the condition of men in the absence of savereign authority #s one
“where every man 1s enemy 1o cvery man,” Hobhes further stales:

15 AlGhazah, ai-igrisdd £ I gad (The Golden Mean in Belief} (Beiiut Dur ul-
Hutub al-*Taniyyuh, 1983), 0 148, AQ mecslations provided 1 this paper are by
the prazent writer,

AL-GHAZALT S POLITICAL TIIQOUGHT:
LIS A TR AML COMTEMPORARY RELEVA MUY

*In such condition there is no place for Industry; because the (il
thereot is uncertain: and consequently no Culture of the Farth; oo
Navigation. nor use of the commedites that may be imporied by Sea;
no-eommodious building; no instruments of meving el remioving
such things as require much lores; ne Eoowledge of the face of the
carth; o accound of time; oo daris; no lellers; oo sociely; sod which
18 warst of all, continual fear, sod danger of violen! death; And the
Tite of man, solitary, poor, nasty. brutish and short "

The similanty botween the btwo men's positions parallelad
and eehoed he troubled cenditions, differsnl in many respects,
thourh they were, in which they happened to live. In faet, Hebbes
exaplicitly states in the final paragraph of Leviathan, that the writing
of his musterpiece was “cccasioned by the disorders of the pressnt
time"—an obvious reference, inter aliz, 1o the civil war in England
and the far from peaceful conditions on the continent which were
among the most important factors that shaped both his personality
and his outlook.’* Although many details of his work were evidently
inspiried by chservation and persenal experience, his methedology
iz based on 4 number of hvpothesss and assumptions about human
nature that are larpely modeled on the deductive method of gsometry
on ong hand, and extrapolatons from Galileo’s theory of motion
on the other. These constructs are basically and predominantly
hvpotherical and abstract in nature’® In contrast, however, al-
Ghazali’s analysis 15 rooted on a deep understanding and clear
appreciation of historical events that actually happened during the
period of strife preceeding the coming of the Sehjuls in the course of
his own life time, as well as during sarlier phases of Islamic history,

= Thomaes Hobbes, Devathan (London, 16313, Chapler K11

Hebbes was bom prematmaly —eportedly on his mothes's having hesrd of the
mnminenl aizck of the Spamsh Anmada in 1355, 1617 related that her subsequent
comnient on the oecasion was that “Hobbes wnd fear were bomn bwving.™ A
remarkably prndent man whio manarsd o survive the amitoos svents of his
aene aud lved oo untl be was %1 years of sge, Hobbes desenbed himself as a
difficent person — which he wes evidently not.

1 Cf C.B. Macoherson's introduction ta the Penmun adition of Hobbies” Leviazian

(hemdon, 1985 p. 16
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He clearly amd succinethy states (hat “observation of times of civil
strife™ (prtishdhadaim awgdt al-fitan), slands as witness for the
E&%wﬁ.ﬁ&:m of estahl E.Em slale x_,...__EaJ, for securing the safery
of persons an :..gm.nu& (“eleamen ‘ald al-anfusi wa'l-ameali o
sipru HI3 bi sulldnin medid'a),”"®

for al-Gharali, therefire, il is an uncontestable fact
atiested by observation—thal the state (al-suiran) and 15 attendant
function of politics {al-sivésak: management of public affairs)!? are
indispensable il only lir prevenung civil sirife and maintaining
jaw and order, therehy making it possible for society to thrive and
sivilization to flourish, Considering the various forms of activityv in
which men engage bemselves in society, al-Ghazali identifies thres
caiegories of indusiry or professions: basic (without which life cannot
pe sustained); secondary (which service the former; and rertiary or
E.EU_F:HH_EH%E D_.*” all these he Says. Em., most “honorable™ and
important ars the ‘n..mwd.n” {“wa ﬁ_ﬁwﬂn kmmﬂ”_._.n._" al-ging i wyalufia”),
e, pgriculture, building, clothing, and politics. ! Amaong these, the
most shonarable™ and therefire most important of all is politics: for

{ife on earth is unsustainable without it (“ashra usili al-sing'at al-
rr—

sipasat idh fa gawama li'l ‘alami illa bika.”)** This is so he says, not

i1 AlGhasali Al-fgiivad ' Pligad, p. 148,

1 fhig

19 ..._,_-m._uunm_m alen uses the werm sivasah with reterence to the management and
control of self; bowsehold, neighbourhoed and townshupe [0 uatificasion of this
froad usage, he asks: “how cena person who isnet capuble of managng and
sonirolng himself and fis own desires be entrusted wath the management and
sontrol of the wlluirs of othews?” CL Mizan, pp. 231-232. It 15 however with the
parrower o mors speciatized sense of the term that we we converned here,

m Al-Ghazili, fiva® ‘Ulum ai-Ln (Isz=nbul @ Dar Tamal, 1985), vol I pp 2223

and Mmdn al- ‘Al 2d., D Suluynme Denyas (Caro: Dar al-Ma'arit, 1954),

oo 328-329. It should perhaps be pointed out ia this connection U, for ul-

Ghuzali, scholazship or cdueation (al-ta*im]) 15, by far, the most hooorzble and

fundamental of all persuie: “asl ed-usid? (wal avirafi 1 2 'mal, " But he docs ot

include it amon the professions or industries as indicated above. CF Mizhn, p,

128 and fina’y vol. I, pp. 21-22, Elsewhere however, he says tharit iz, ie certain

casmects, 8 profession; in others, a fonm of worship, and, i yet other respeets, a

“__n.n.mﬂﬁa, tor God on carth, Cf Mizgn, p. 330

papd’y vol. L p. 22 -and Mizan, Taz. cil

=4
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pnly on account of the prevention of civil sirifi via the maintenance
of law and order and proper management of public aifairs hy state
agents as already mentioned, but also because il s through the
cuidance and leadership that rulers and statesmen provide [or should
provide] that society is held together and its interests served (61l
talifi wa'l istislah.”")® Tor al-Ghazali therefore, political Ieadership
is the most demanding profession of all because it requires a prealer
dezree of competence and ability than thar of any other profession:
“tastad’t hadkiki al-sina’aty min al-kamali fi man yatakaffalu biha
ma la yastad i sa'iru al sinaat”

Clearly therefore, the state and politics for al-Ghazah are of
the unmost importance for human life on earth.

But al-Ghazah was firmly convinced that politics and the
state are, above all, indispensable for infinitely more important
reasons besides these. The latter arise in connection with the fact,
a3 he saw it, that human beings are everywhere and forever engaged
in the pursuit of happinesa: .. al-sa'adan ... matlib al-awwalin
wa'l akkirm™  Though they (especially Muslims) are expected
and fullv entitled to seek happiness and enjoy the good things of
lite—physical. intellectual, artistic and otherwize™ —human beings
endowad with rsason and intslligence as they are, cannot fail to
realize, he says. that lite on earth 1s fragile and transient and that
true happiness and everlasting bliss can hopetfully be attaimmed only 1o
the Hereafter.2 Ry creating and maimtaining the physical conditions
in which individuals and socisty as a whole are encouraged and
supported by the wise and appropriate guidanes given by rulers,
the ‘plamd” can pursue their various objectives ethically with due
vonsideration for the social and spiritual precepts of the faith. The
state provides the greatest serviee that it is capahle of delivering: Le.
helping people, individoslly and colleetively, tolead decent, enjoyable

Mizan, p. 329; alse Hna | oz cit.

dbidvol 1 p. 22,

¥ gt po21

= Mizan; p. 1T

M Ihid pp 2945304 and Tsd ' (Kitah al-halal wa’l haram) val 11, bask 5, p. 213
cl. al-Barinfna p. 205,

L-f
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and responsible lives here on earth. therchy simultaneously seeking
with the Grace of the Merciful and Compassionate Lord, eternal
bliss and everlasiing happiness in the Hereafter, Tor, as al-Ghazali
repeatedly tells us, religious and worldly allairs are complementary
and absolutely inseparable, Thus. partly paraphrasing a saying af the
Prophet, al-Ghazali savs that this world is like a farm that we till and
cultivate with a view to harvest the (Tuils thereof in the Hereafter.
Otherwise fuilh and the virtues with which it seeks to adorn the soul
would remain barres and incomplete unless buttressed and facilitated
by a good lifk: here on earth: “ul-chimia mazra‘atu al-Glhirah, wea ld
Yatimm cf-cim tla b1 dunya.” T s for this reason that it has heen
said, he continues, that farth and the state are twins: “al-cinu war'l
sutan twaman, " Religion is the foundation of properly established
sacictivs while the state is the protector thereof, and that which is
without this properly laid foundztion is doemed to collapse, whils at
the same time that which is not well guarded s hound 10 dissipate
and be lost: “al-diniu ‘wssun wa'l sultany haris, we mi 7 asla laby
Ja mabedtm, wa ma la hdarisa lahs fa di'i'a, "<

Fur ul-Ghazali therefore, the impurtance and legitimacy of the
state and hence of politics. ultimately derives  not merely from ifs
rationally or pragmatically proven utility in saving lumans from (he
perils of chaos and anarchy by maintaining law and order znd thus
making social existence possible ete, but from providing infinitely
more vahiable oppertunitics and guidance for individuals and
suciety 10 lead spiritually and ethically, as well as physically good
and wholesome lives. For in this way, people would oot cnly have
the possibility of enjoying full and meaningful lives during their
sojourn on earth, hut would hopefully and much muore importantly,
aliam salvation and hliss everlasting in the Hercallier,

Consistent with this, al-Ghazali then goes vn to say thar the
obligation incumbent on Muslims to institate or Appoint an fmam (or
caliph, or ruler) is not, a5 the Mo tazilities thr csample had argued,
dictated by reason as distinct from faith. but is derived from the

0 Aldgisad, op. it, Tp. 148 149 Tna', vol. L o 3 Mg, P 372 and Fadlki'th
Si-fatininak, p, 205,
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Shari‘air "la yanbaght an razunna annag wygitha [nish al-imdmf
ma thudinun min al-‘agl [b'al] imma al-wuiitha yu'chadine min al-
Shar'a =8

Once the Shari'ah is thus clearly seen aml uneguivocally
recognized as the fount of legitimacy and the basis on which Tslamic
government siands, however, there can be no objection (o the rational
consideration of the uses and advantages of instituling an imdm or
caliph: for the objectives of the Shavi'ah (magasid al-shari'ah) do,
of course, include on the one hand, the promotion of pelicies and
actions that are beneficial to mankind, and on the other, the removal
or eradication of others that are harmful or destructive ™

In accordance with this approach. al-Ghazali then indicates
his dissatisfaction with the manner in which some scholars have
tended to argue for the establishment of caliphs on the basis of yma®
{or consensus) without further comment or explangtion. Instsad he
savs that it is necessary to investigate and clearly state the rationale
on the basis of which iimda itself stands. Al-Ghazali’s enquiry 1n this
repard leads him to argue: firse that the establishment of the fuith
{or lslamic order: mizam al-Islam) was certainly the prime concern
or objective of the Prophet; and secondly that the realization of that
ohjective would be inconceivable in the absence of an imam {or
leader) whose orders and dirsctives are abayed and followed by one
and all. In other words, he concludes. nizam al-din, 1.¢., the Islamic
order or system cannot be realized except through the establishment
ol a properly constituted and effecuve worldly system or order:
“inna npizdma al-dind Lo vabsulu (a5 nizami al-durnya. 3

Ta this, al-Ghazali points out that some may ebject by saymg
that the reverse shoild he the case. In other words that faith and the
warld should be considered eontradictory and muotually exchusive.
Rul this, al-Ghazali argues. is a2 misconception based on gross
isunderstanding of the nature of hoth the faith (Islam) and the
waorld,

B A Igusad p. 147,
M ibid
W AlLgrivad, pp, 147-148,



MUDIDATHI: 'ADD AL, #AHM

For while it is undoubtedly true thar indulgance in worldly
pleasures and the pursuit of luxurious life styles ary certainly
destructive for the soul and corrosive o ethical scnsibilities, a
morally measured and responsible or moderate involvement in
werldly affairs vis-g-vis having enough of the good things of |ifz
lo meet basic buman needs arz, in fact, preconditions without which
neither the pood life in general, nor spirtual refinement and moral
[ulfillment in particular, can be attained ® More specifically the
argument continues, the establishment of “Rizam el=cdinn” or Islamic
urdet, is contingent upon the acquisition of knowledge and on
WOrship in ils various forms and facets, But neither ol these can he
dccomplished in the absence of physical life, goad health, or adequare
provisions [ur the satisfuction of such hasic nesds as all humans have
for food, sheleer and clothing in conditions of peace and securii ¥
A person who has to spend all his dme and encrpy defending his
life against hostile forces in order lo secure the wherewithal [or
physical survival, would surely not be able either o seek knowledye
or engage io worship and the performunce of good deeds: the two
indispensable prerequisiles of attamning salvation and eternzl bliss in
the Hereafier. It shoulid thersfore. be clear that the cstablishment (oI
well organized worldly svstem, complets with e properly constituted
and effcelive imdmale (or governmeni) that at the very least keeps
law and urder as well ss zives 2 modicum of appropriate guidance,
1§ @ nevessary precondition for the existence and developmenl of
a healthy spiriual and moral (specifically Islsmic) order. Tn al-
Ghazali’s own succinet words: Lonizamu al-dunya . shortun, i

nizdmi al-dr, 2

But al-Gha»31 is not conlented mercly to demonstrate the
correciness of his position and the cohercnce of his algument,
Taking the battle 10 the oppancnts’ camp, so Lo speak, he vigurously
assails those 1gnoramms (al-juihali® who mistakenly think that in
order to be a tuly good Muslim one st renounce the world on

Y Allghedd, . 145,

M phid Alay, Fodi 'th ad-Egungrah (Rencelorlh: 2-Mstohert), pp. 196-200.
H Mva,vol T, bogk 5. 20
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the assumption that 1t is all contaminated with mc:. and faram (1.2,
anlawful) things and activns. Describing this attitude as a most
harmful bid'sh (i.e. accretion),? al-Ghazali proceeds to expose 1is
weaknesses and contradictions in several ways EE. at some length,
Suffice it to note here, that he is strungly of the opinion that a true
=dhid (1., ascetic, or veryv devoui persen) is not necessarily mua..a_u_u.
is bereft of wealth, but one who is nol obsessed by, or mwnmm&d&m
preoccupied with wealth, even il he Euuu.:nu to be the :n_mwﬁ
person on earth. Citing numerous passages from the Huoly F.WE. m..n.:
alongside several sayings of the Prophet _H.E:__E:.ER. al-Ghazah
prants that there are indeed goed and evil [orecs in the world, as
_,_u,ﬁ.: as many grey areas betwsen the two. With sulTicient #dn,..,.,_mn_mm
and good common sense however, it should be quiic possible fora
cupscientious Muslim who is capable of ﬁ.cw_.w L nxi.mmﬁ._:m. or her
way through lifs in a manner perfectly consistent with _.,:m‘z._:_\u E_ﬁ
moral integrity. Indeed, the argument continues E_E biard ;5} .:J:
the purpose of securing honest earnings with a view lo salislying
the legitimate nzeds and ambitions of Gnﬁmc._h amd one's ..uwm.._nsm_.n._.nm*
inchuding, parents, is not merely ﬁmﬂﬁ.ﬁv&_c. In ::.w __.m:n E.r._:ﬁw_
Qur'anic precepts and Prophetic HmnuEbmm |E=“.r5 iLis & _:.m_._..u
.,HE::n:nm:_w torm of worship, or even B,.._i._._.._ni..ﬁn assured reward
for which is Godly blessings and heavenly bliss = N
Winding up the whole argument, ﬂ-..m_.._._mmmu suys (hat :,_.m
stale 1s neeessary and indispensable for social life and worldly order.
These, in lurn, are necessary and mdispensable _un.:.w.ﬂmr_uw spiritual
and Hu..ﬁm. lile. And, for him. as we have seen, religion ETCUTPASSLS
the sociv—ceunomic, political and cultural, as well as _wm“ spiritual
and moral aspects of life viewed as NECessary .mnm _nn_mﬁﬁmmmwﬁ
for the attzinment ol salvation and sternal bliss in :__m. __m.Hms_uEh
This constitutes (rue happiness’” and 15 the ultimate objective __LH, Er.
Shari‘ah; indeed’ of all prophetic missions. ‘The state and politics

Morhtd . S
33 Praet, val I book 4, po 188 Fand viol: I book 5, pp. 21-137
1 Al-Tgrisdd, p 145 i

W AMizar, po 305 end B, val. T 21
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are ot pivolal importancs throughout, anid il is from their central role
1 both this workl and with regard to the Hersafter that they derive
therr legitimacy and ultimate significance,

dl Principles and Instingtions of Govermment

It should be clear frum what has been said above, that the Sheri ah, fur
al-Ghazali, was the fount of legitimaey [or all actions of the wmmakh
and constituted the basis on which povernmental, as well as other,
mstitutions stood *® It is indicative of (he great importance which he
mﬂﬂn_.._mn to the Shari'ah in general snd W usw! al-figh (principles of
_E_mu_.:am:nﬁ”. m particular, that although he was. of course, fully
cogmzant of the masterly contributions which had al rieady been
made to the subject by al-Shafi’i and Tmam al-Haramayn, smong
others, and despite the fact that he had himself discussed il in several
of his earlicr works, al-Ghazali dedicated some of the last vears of
his life to the wriling of & comprehensive and highly mﬁﬁ_jm.__n huok
on the subject: namely ai-Mustasfa min Hm al-Usil 2 Subsequently
described by Thn Khaldin as one of the best four books ever written
on usid ul-figh Y al-Mustasta, alongside its counterparts, came to be
widely regarded fmrer alia as a veritable manual in the light of which
mugtakids |hroughout the ages, could rationally and consistently,
with the (cachings and principles enshrined in the CQur'sn and the
Sunnah, produce appropriate ahlkam (ie. rulings and judeements) to
fit the noeds and requirements of Muslim societies in different and
changing vircumstances.

Cne of the greatest challenges which al-Ghazali had to face

M e vol 1,p. 9 IF

# Bew, for example, D Mubammad Sulsiman al-Aslgar's cdition, mislished in
two volumes, by Mu'assasar al-Risalub, Bomo, 1997

“Abd al-Rahmany Tbn Kheldur: Tk Ma Khaldm, al-Mugaddmal {Bewrul:
Dar al-Kutoh al-‘ilmiyyah, 1902), p. 487 Also. Frauw Roscathal's Engheh
translation of The Mugaddinah (Mew Yurk: Bollingen Fanndation, 19577, vol.
3, po. 2829,
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in his own day and 2ze was the fact that the caliphate was no longer
what it used to be or should have been. For while caliphs as the
custodians of the Shari ‘ah, continuad to enjov a certain essentially
moral or theorstical authorwy, real power in the sense of ability
to take effective decisions m matters of public policy and that the
said decisions were implemented, was wielded not by caliphs but
by Seljuk sultans and their aides, whether military or civilian. The
caliphs, for their part, were often far from being ideally qualified in
terms of learning, character and general ahility for the important
office of the leadership entrusted to them. Meanwhile the Batinites,
opposed to Szljuk sultans and ‘Abbasid ealiphs alike, continued 10
tight both net only militarily but also politically and ideclogically.

Apart from having to rehut the ideological and political
anslaught of the Batinites. al-Ghazali and his contemporsrics had
to contend with the even more serious and difficull quesiion—uor
cluster of questinns—af how 1o reconcile the siluztion arising from
the feebleness of the caliphs om the one hand, and the domination of
both the caliphs and the wmmah by the Seljuk sultans and war Tords
an the other, with the precepts and principles of the Shuriah, Given
this situation, was there any wayv in which the Shariah could siill
remain the fount ot legitimacy for both the socicty and state? Or, had
the Shar T legitimaey in fact been lost in the exisling set up and was
the wmemal. in consequence, living in <in?

It such questions were deeply tmoubling for all politically
conscious Muslims at the time (which they undoubtedly were), they
must have been much more unsettling for those individuals who
were endowed wilh highly sensitive souls and minds, of whom al-
(ihazal was the mest prominent example,

But there were other troubling guestions besides. Among the
most pressing of these were several that arose in connection with
the manoer in which sultans, waiis, and lesser functionaries and
administralors who managed public affairs were in many instances
far removed from the high standards of justice, efficiency and
transparcocy as stipulated by the Shari 'ah. And furthermore, as if to
tender an already difficult situation more complex, the ‘wama who
were as the prolessional interpreters and expositors of the Shari 'ah,
and sapposed e be models of ntegrity and champions of reform,
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were also themselves often corrupt self-seeking individuals*’

Al-Ghazali tackled the first set of questions (cancerning
caliphs and sultdns) by first of all, recognizing the sitnation fior what
it actually was: an obwvious and painfully flawed condition which
only lenuously reflected the values and principles of the Skhari‘ah, In
terms of wsul al-figh, al-Ghasali, not surprisingly, considered it an
anumalous or extraordinary siluation in which necessity rendered
legilimate and acceptable judzements and practices which would
utherwise be regarded as illegitimate and unaceeptable: “a/-darirar
bt al mahzirdar "™ Shorl of revolution, which, like Hohbes, al-
Ghazali would not entertain for fear that it would almost certainly
unleach unpredictable and uncontrollable forces of dustruction that
would undermine the entire fabric of both socicty sud (he state, the
situation was simply not capable of admitting or making possible a
neat or pertect solulion. Only a contrived scries of partial reforms
and compromiscs could be realistical Iy considered,

In theory, al-Ghazali pointed out. the sccession to the caliphate
could be affected through any of three possible ways, numely:
designation by the Prophet; designation by a reigning caliph; or
through selection by # militarily and politically dominant person or
group of persons (v whom cbedience is renderud by the majority
of the populace.™ (It is a remarkable fact—perhaps reflective of
the desperately contentious circumstznees in which he lived—that
al-Ghazali did nul even mention shird, wherehy rulers wounld be
chosen by the ruled as a fourth, thearetically possible, way).

In praclice however. al-Ghazali boldly, though perhaps with
a tinge of controlled sadness, stated: “al-wilavatu al an la tatba'u
Ha al-shawkah: fa man baya'alu ydhiby al-shavwkah fa hiowa al-
fherlifiah M1 accession [to the caliphate] nowadays is entirely
dependenl upon military might; for thal person [from among the
‘Abbasids] to whom allegiance is profissed by the holder of military
might, i caliph”,

N B3, ol 11 ook 7, pp: 92-03,

Alfgtisad, po 131,

4 fhid pp. 149-130,

Hipa 'y vol. 1, boak 5, p. HLO sod al-Mustashirt, pp. 176-177
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As if engaged in a desperate search for some way whereby
a veneer of legitimacy could be shed upon the above described
procedures and processes, al-Ghazali then goes on to sav that:
‘provided the independent wielder of nulitery might in question
professes allegiance to the caliph [and demonstrates his allegiance]
by sesing to 1t that the caliph’s name 15 mentioned 1n the &hutbah [in
congregations for Friday and “id prayers] and on the coinage, the said
[war lord] should be recognized as a | legitimate] sultan whose orders
and judgements are to be tollowed and implemented throughout the
realm ™3 L wa man istabadda bi'lshawicdh wa bwa mdD e 1]
khedlfah fi ast al-khauthah wa'l sikkan, fu buwa sdtdoun nafidhe’|-
Fukm wer'l gadh®” [T aglar al-aedd wilmoee nafudbed al-cahbdn”.

In this wav the danger of the wemak bong plunged into
sin s averted, [or the sultan whie has clltetive control of power, 13
recopnized a8 a legilimaie (i clearly dominant) partoer of the caliph
in the managemenl of the alfaics of the wmmalh.

Bul il was nol only in military prowess amd political power
that caliphs or wonld-be-caliphs in those davs were deficient For,
aparl fram having hean horn *Abbagid, therehy fullilling one of the
conditions which were then regarded as essential quelificalions for
assurning the caliphate (Do, Qurayshie descenl), the other reguired
gl s included the hasic one of bemyg cducaled at ledst o
the level of mult or mupfakid, and were—according Lo al-Ghazah
himseli—totally missing

Just as the lack of military might and political power could
bi: compensated for by recognizing loval sulians as partners wilh
valiphs in the management of public affairs in the above indicated
manner, their lack of knowledge and proper educanmon however,
al-Ghazali argues, could be made up for by arranging for caliphs,
who &l the very least expected to be conscientous and reasonably
mtelligent men,?” to seck appropriate guidance and welcome good
alvice given by competent God-fearing scholars or ‘wiama '™

8 i o o

Al-lgiisad, p, 151 4lMurtz=hhf pn. 192-1594,
Al Mustazaivl, po. 185-156,

Thya', vol. 1L, book 7, pp. 6R-45
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By virtue E.. Em being an expert in politics and couflict
resolution, &.m_ush__m says the @lim (scholar-jurist) should he the
cultan’s ::_E.. ﬁ.___ guide in the msmagement and control of puklic
o ffairs: h.._._ﬁ_ﬂh__q;“ fewa al-@limu bt ganuni'l sivasa wa tariai al-
fawassut _ms.l.v_,,wz_:__1 khalg: _5_.;.5 tuniza'u bt fucken al-shahawar, fi: kiana
m_...,,?w__.,,:m E:n:.ﬁu nm___.m_h:___ﬁw.. el murshicdoku §lq farigi sivasarn |
ihalq! :_U_u dabriinm Hyantazima bi istigamatihin umiirwhum fral

x e
dunyd: gooniTete ol
with the three principal institutions in the cabiphate (ie,

cultans; culiphs "m.i ‘tlama’) _:_,_,.m complementing each omher and
o :m_nm._; ly acting in concert, .m_n mrtegrity of the wmmak would be
ired and the legitimacy of the body palilic sustaimed.

As if 1o disarm potential doubters and critics in advance of any
" ossible attack, al-Ghazal then hastens to adé thet the L_._...Eﬁ?w
(of, for _wumh_m._m.. withdrawing recognition of legitimaey [rom such
cultins and E_EE as .,.,H,n been described above) would be the
collapse of the mzrwm mn..:.....n of legality #nd of legal trunsactions.
s would underming all judicial and administrative appointments
and decisions; as dﬁ.ﬁ as all marriages and testimenials; indesd, the
hole system of rights and oblijzations that. under the Shari'ak, are
4y pot only to men and wormen here on carth, but also infinitely
e ymportantly. 1o the Lord above. The ummah in ils gntirety
would be :.E_.,_nwan._uE phanged into sm 2" Which would be better, al-
(ihazall then H..Tmﬂaﬂnm:w. a4ks’ 10 aecept as legitimate an admittedly
;uperfect numH_EE,.E and .:“:.u m”mw,nwcm_.a the integrity of the social
arder amd e validity of crmcmmm appoiniments, judicial decisions.
marial conrraets, mﬁn.ﬂ. — or risk the collapse of the entire social
ordet SImDLY w_nnmzm.m ot the non-availability of persons wha are fully
quelificd for the ealiphate as ideally conceived?s! .
In any case, el-Ghazall points cut that obeying rulers and

ing them loyal support and assistancs even though, as humans,
=nnot bul be imperfect, are relipivus duties which, as such,

secl

giv
they ¢

g, vl 1, horke 1, - 30!
s glfarisid, P 131 AEMusstagihiei, pp. 169-170 aud Fiva |, val. T book 2. o, 10,
3l L_.q.m.w._.__.q___mu. p. 121 and Ai-Mustazhird, pp, 191-144,
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cannot be lightly shirked or put aside by any (equally human and
imperfect) person who would eonsider himself or herself truly
Mushim. *?

AlL-Ghazalt's arpument aimes] imier alio at bridging the
gap between the ideal and the real in the socio-political situation
of his time and was, o say the least, clearly original. None of his
predecessors, including the brilliant al-Mawardi and al-Tuwaini.
hiad either faced the problem or atlempled o resolve its inherent
lensions and contradictions the way al-Ghazali did, Not surprisingly,
therefore, his thesis and the generally persuasive arpuments which
underpinned it have met with wide acceptance, nol anly among
his own contemporaries but also ameny succeeding pencrations of
Sunni Muslims around ths world.

As might have been expected however, the Batinites and the
Shitah in general, were not similarly impressed. Al-Ghazah, for his
parl, was certainly not interested 1o winning them over to his poinl
of view. His primary objective as far as the Shi‘zh in general and
the Batinites in particular were concerned was, rather, (o rehul their
arguments and demonstrats the incoherence of their views (especially
those of the Ta'limivvah of his time: Banmihyvar hadha al-‘asr’, as
he described them),* regarding the Sunni caliphate in general, aod
that of the voung ‘Abbasid caliph. al-Mustazhir, in particular. The
hook, Fada thal-Batinhyakidl- Mustazhiv, which al-Ghazall wrols
tr that end, is a highly systematic and fairlv detailed refutation of a
wide range of Shi'1 and especially [sma‘ilite beliefs and posirions:

theolngical, jundical. and political.

We need not explore al-(7hazall’s arguments in this connection
in any detail here. Xuffice it to note that, beginning with an
expasitinn ot Batinite esotaricism and how 1t necessanily leads to the
undermining of faith and Shari 'ah (ia! al-Sharal' fwa] al-insilakh

‘an gavwd 'id al-:in) a3 well as thinking (riay) and reasoning (fasarruf
‘al-'ugil),™ al-Gthazali then proceeds to reject as preposterous

__ A Al-Mustazhi, oo 3-4 and 199; also Al-Tqisadh, po 150 and Jhwa 'y vol. I, book 5,

tazhing, po 17,

B bt pp 1117,
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and tetally unfounded, the fundamental claim commoenly held by
Batinites and all Shi'ites that Imam ‘Al and his propeny alier him
had been designated successors by the Prophel. His argument in
this respect 15 twofold. Al-Ghazal first points out that 1t is simply
inconceivable that the Companions (totally devoted 1o the Prophet
and proverbially keen on watching, moemarizing and propapating
his every utterance or actinn as they wore) could have conspired
— and unanimeusly so — o canceal or deny knowledee of anything
pertaining to the Prophet ar the faith hewever small or apparently
insignificant; let alone one of such obvious gravily and imporlance
as the question of the leadership of the wmmah. Had he designated
anyone to succeed him everybody would have surely known an
lestilicd accordingly. Assiming, [or the saks of the argument, thatthe
impossible did somchow happen, and that the document containing
the alleped desiynalion was comspiratorially hidden or destroved,
why. al-Ghuzall then asks, did neither Imam ‘Ali himself nor any of
his supporiers al the Hme, sesing that the validity of his succession
Lo the caliphate was challenged by adversuries against whom he had
to fight a series of projonped and bitter baltles, not produce, or even
mentian cither the supposed document or the alleged designation 2

Devoid of lrue feith (sihfar al- agidat wa salamear al din) as
well s ol any evidence to substantiate his claim to the imamate
or caliphate (herefore, Al-Ghazili concludes, there are no basis
whatsoever for considering the Batinite’s nominse or claimant
for the imamate as anvthing other than inadmissible and totally
unacceptable

Recapirulating on the grguments which he had earlier
marshaled in support of his main thesis, al-Ghazali then rzasserts
his position that the ‘AbbEsid caliphate in general and that of the
incumbent caliph, sl-Mustazhir in particular, were alone legitimate
and valid. In that context. al-Ghazali then mtroduces another and
mreresting new principle: namely, the majority ralz. or in his own
words, “al-tarith &' -kathrah” Using language which is familiar

55 fhisd pp. 132-190 upd g, 174,
5 thid, pp TT2-173

i F

AAGTAZRLTS PONATICAL THOUGHT:
ITE WAL LKE AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

enough in the context of modern debatcs and Emn_u_mmmcux ahout the
erits and limitations of democracy and democratic provedures, al-
(havali savs thal since it is virtually impossible for .m: s:.:nnﬂ.ﬁ_u
in any given siluaiion where a potentialiy nE.E.En Is5UC 18 _...m_.um
considerad to comg 19 & unanimously agreed position, 1S IMPErative
that all should abide by the opinion of the majority; “... /@ innahum
L ikhtalafu ... wapaba al-tarvjihy bi'l-kathrah."> On that count
ta0. al-(ihazali maintains, the Batinites who constituted no more
than # small fraction of the boady pelitic, had no right or claim .mu_.
the leadership of the ummak. By contras, the *Abbasids (ingl :E.:m
al-Mustazhir), becausy they were recognized by the overwhelming
majarity of the populace, including all vutstanding mn_.EE:. .Eﬁ
wlama: as well as those who enjoyed military might and political
power, were mdeed the legitimate immams er caliphs 10 whom
ohedience was therefore religinusly and morally owed bv ong and
all. 58
To the Batinite inspired jibe that the obudicnce owed ?. the
sultdns and war lords o the caliph was nol “.E_,_.n__u_.ﬂmsﬁm conspicuaus
by its absence, al-Ghazali’s resporise was twolold. Al-Gha mm_._ begins
by asserting that, for the Seljuk sulians and warlnrds, obedience to
the caliph was indeed a matter of faith and principle which they
would ardently defend with all their might against any ensmy o
challenger: that they would in tact regard defunding the .}w,,axmma
calinhate in this way as jthad (7 sadil Allah* The fact thar they did
. ometimes behave contrary to the cahiph’s wishes or directives did
 hot amounl 1o 2 negation of the lovalty which they sincerely owell
him in principle. The same, wl-Ghazali argues, 1s in fact true with
| regard to the nhedience owed by any servant to his master Of even
~ by men of Gith to God. Sincere commitment to the principle cannot
fairly be denicd merely because practice sometimes happens to be
nconsistent with the principle in question.
A was usual with him, al-Ghazali then carries the hattle into

5 i, p. 175.
5 Jpid, pp. 174177
dbid, p. 183,
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the court af 1he ...E.._,E.mml..nm. Why ﬁ_.c those Batinites who hasten
to raise this kind ol question, nol "_HET of Imam ‘Ali’s experience
with his supposedly loyal supporters (shi'a) who so frequently let
him down in hoth werd m:.m decd; (hat .au.nﬁ_mﬂ all his ..rﬁm.mn_umm echn
his Emmn_uc._:ghﬂ and bitter :Em_EEEm about their treachernus
disnbedicnes to himselt? Ithe failore ol 5 many of lmam Airs
supporters 10 Pe T to him mc_:__u not ._nmﬂ us 1o saying that there
were all disloyal: why should 1t be said that occasionally similar
conduct on the Part of some n_.m the Seljuk sultans and warlords be
regarded 88 pptamount 10 withdrawal of loyalty and ohedicnce
from *Abhasid cal __.u“_um...mn Tor ﬂ-ﬁﬂmmm:. therefore, the validity of
the majority principle mu.ﬂ.“;&...wwb bi'l-kathral), with all its afore-
meniioned corollarics EALNs intact.

L B

ReconsTucting the juridical and political basis of the ‘Abbisid
caliphate ata tme Ew._n: E.uﬂ..ﬂwwmn_ ..wu—_.nmnw passed from m,...m hands of
fhe caliphs to those of the Seljuk E”Eau,m and war _.n__.mP and delinding
the (hos refu (hished caliphate azain st the idealngical onslaught of the
Ratinites and others, were tWo major objectives for the realizaon of
wikiich _|-ihazali. 85 We have seen. had ardently sirupeled and not
without n.uzm.:_ﬂpw_.m measute of success.

Bul m_-m_pm.\..&h .EPA also anxious 0 sce that the sctoal
performance of the caliphate and s nm:.n.:_.:n:_ organs in the dav-
to-day management .EE x.n:.:nmm.ﬁﬁz.:: ,.._.=_r. alTuire of the wmmakh
were, as far as ﬁ?....ﬂEnw in n.amﬁ Fmity wilh the Eww standards of
s00d povernanes: En.EE:m Integrity, &cEcE.F justice, efficiency,
transparency €T _..‘,E.mw arc m._;_u::E..# in the: Shart ..n:.

Bzipg 4 Most distinguished .m::_rﬂ._. .A_H_m. a highly influenrial
reform-minded teachier and public porsonality but not a ruler
or adminismater himsell, al-Gihazali's chosen methed for the

realization of his objective in this repard was, naturally, the

& thid pp. 183184

AL-CHAZALDS MOILTTICAL TEOILGHT
TS RATHRE AMD CONTEMPORARY RELEVARCE

writlen and/or spoken word of advice® Al-Ghazali was indeed a
prolilic and untiring source of such advice; including admonition,
efcOUragement, Warning, etc. as appropriale, and which he directed
to sultans, judges, walis and ‘wlama’, as well as to the caliph and
members of the public at large: sometimes in the farm of bocks and
pamphlets;, some others as letiers and epistles of various kinds and
length, Consistently with his afore-mentioned views, aspecially
in connection with the importance and legitimacy of the state, al-
{ihazali was constantly concerned with the atlainment of excellence
in thought and action. This was not only for ils own sake or as a
necessary precondition for the realization of the zood life here on
zarth (which, a3 we have sesn. he greatly valued and appreciated)
hut, also, and much more importantly as a prerequisite, God-willing,
for salvalivn and the attainment of eternzl bliss in the Hercalter. For
al-Ghazali, (he spiritual and ethical aspects of the human sxperience
continue to be (he uppermost considerations in political and sceial
thought and action.

Thisis particularly clearin the advice contained in the tenth and
final chapler of Fudd ik el-Batintyyah, which al-Ghazali gives to the
voung caliph al-Mustazhir, Not insignificantly in the ¢ircumstances,
the thirty pages of this chapter only formally and proverbially touch
on matters relating to power, politics and administration. It maore
directly and cffectively tocuses mstead, as its very title clearly
indicates,? on the need for the caliph ifhis tenure as suchisto continue
for long, to coneenlrate on the deepening of his faith, the refinemeant
of his spiritual sensibilitics, and the acquisition and development of
a number of athical and moral qualities in s character. Among the

~ qualities and attributes on which special emphasis is placed are picly,
* righteousness, selfrestraint, justice, clemency, integrity, couriesy,

© b Ttisuluost certain that in cheosing this methad, al-tihazali had the funous hadirk

in mind: "al-din gl-maditalt s meaning [hat [good] advice [siccersly given o
culers, groups, individuels or to the pemadr gt large] 38 [o7 the erscnce of] fait.
A syeh advice is o form of worship [ ikddal) o, depending on clrcumstances,
even of fikdd — 3 most commenduble form of acticn.

Al-Mustazhiri, po. 195225 The tifls of the said chaper is Fi wa
dmiyyan ailar 5 peowd 'aban alavha yadiom gy ol imdman

i Al
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kindness, love of learming 80 : :
and the respectful considaration of the latter’s advice, i
raditionally u__.pmmH&mﬁ_ n ?Humr-,: _mn_.n_w.ﬂmm iy .__,_.ﬁw......_wmaqx Lal-
anbivd’ (ie., heirs to the prophets) the wiumd At ceriamyy those of
; e truly worthy of the designation, were

them who, for al-Ghazali, wer : ; 53 ]
not merely puzveyers of knowled2® axd information, or cecupants of
varigus posts and offices; bul als0 25 G i ol i S o

were, leaders of sociery and 1utors pfrulers and statesmen. Naturally
¥ P, . £ = ¥
therefore. al.(ihazali. was most ADXIOUS [0 S€e the ‘wlama’ shoulder
& : : ey s P
n_u.m H_.ﬁﬁ_..._.v__ m.“_.u&. .:.—.-”_.n_.ﬁ._.unﬂ..h_.._“ Haﬂw._”...n....___umu._u_uu_.ﬁ.._.ﬂ; m_.._.._.ﬂ_”:_-._.mﬁﬂm .—”.u nem .W'W .._.u:H_HD.

society and the state, with requisite COMPEIENEe i ai -
._H_qu.ﬂ_.nm:E.ﬂ.w. H..m.m_m_uﬁm....ﬂ and ﬂn_.nﬂ.x___..m "mu.ﬁ. at .Em same
time, endowed with mMnmEEnu:w _.__n_.,,.uw__.._._._., anaiyloh pE_:Em !
well as system-huilding skills, Al m.:ﬁmi_. hais 20 ShCh ALiE aed Em.
human heritage with a wide ranse of t1EOTIes, n.unnmﬁmm_ u._a S.u_m ._H
analysis that, taken together gncumpass A.W_... Humnh SEptielie o
entirety. It goes withour saying hal 1Vink i3 OIS QUALE tdlen st
his views on learning and educational processes 1ar EYS 08 AT,
regard to the ways and means whercby rasies ey Moy o6 OUtlt
up, or naw:_mﬂm abilities and academic COMPEIENCe ShARGECH, Riw
all b Ir Pres ceIns
&HHM:H“.__J MAM””MM.MM_# 45 far s the g.mmn E...ﬁmﬂ..wﬂm of what

he regarded as the nscessary and appropriate education of = iy
qualified “alemd’ wore _nc."..n.c_.nnn", mm-ﬁ.wm.hw__ ke HHangly ahlis
. that both the rational and EH.EE,% Aclences should he
included. Those who claim that revelation is on its own sufficient
and accordingly insist on the exclusion ol rational sciences, al-
: while those, on the other hamd, who
ationial sTIences are enciagh and would
therelore have us du without 018 light &E L O._._ﬂm_:
sl the Sunnah are arrogait and misguided. ”EF. ey togslhon i
reason and Tevelation, al-Ghayali 8TEUES, A 1 fact neeessary and

complement sach other.5

Ghasali says, are ipnocant
mamntain thal reason and 0T

. et vol I book 8, p. 30

d wisdom, the veneration of wlama’, |

AL-SHAZALL'S POLITICAL THI
I8 NATURE AR D CONTEMPORARY REELEVANCE

An encyclopasdist by nature® and conviction, and a passionate
keliever in the inter-disciplinary approuch o learning, al-Ghazali in
fact insists that serious scholars and would be real ‘wlama’ shoulid
endeavour, wherever and whenever puossible. to learn encugh of
=sch science in existence to be able, at the very least, to understand
and appreciale the methods and objectives of the science or the
seicnees in question; for all sciences, al-Ghazali states. are closehy
interconnectcd and complement each other. Therefore. 1f ife 15 too
short for one o master all sciences, one should at least take a whiff
of cach: ... e al-"wliimd kullaha mura'@vinatun ptardbitatin
ba'duba bt ba'd .. (Ja] wha lam yattasi'a al-"ymuru i Jumi il-"wlem
.:.____w_v_mﬁhum Bi shammentin sele fodlt il 02

T'he same inlegrative outlook on life and knowledge 1s also
evident in al-Ghazali’s way of considering the old debate hetween
the fiugaha’ (who favour the legalistic or juridical approvach, whereby
considerable smphasis is pul on afkdm 1.e. mles and regulations)
on the one hand, and the mutesawwifal or sufis (who allach greater
importance {o spirituality and the moral dimension of life and
religious thought and practice, while perhaps neglecting Jigh) on
fhe other. Al-Ghazali, as may be expected, is strongly critical of
the ‘radicals’ or ‘exclusivists’ on both sides and resolves the tension
by demonstrating the importance and complementarily of the two
approaches.t®

It goes without saying that, for al-Ghazali, knowledge in

' all its forms and aspects (excepting only such spurious or pseude
sciences as magic and asirolopy which he describes as either uscless

~or harmful)® is of the utmest value and importance.

.. In the last analvsis however, al-(ihazali repeatedly says that

| what s really important (beth [or lifchere on sarth and most cerlainly

in the Hersafter) 15 not knowledize or learning or scholarship per se

owever well conceived or brilliantly demonstrated they may be.

.ﬂ?... Al-Ghezali himself eloquenily testifiss to this n the first fow pages of his
.M_".fm,”h...hmﬁmnru ble intsilzctuz] autobiography, al-Mungidh mem al-Lelal,
&5 Mirdn, pp. J4H-350,

P -ﬁ z

i

ST, vol T ook 1, pp. 24-70 and wol T hook 8, pp. 31-35.
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What i ultimately impaortant amil ot :m::n_w. durable value is actual
conduct or behaviour: what we dn with our lives and knowledge
rather than what We now, think, or sy

It was mainly in this n.w_w:_nn.:o: that al-(ihazali was grieved
to find that most of 2€ Sulamd ol g time had tailed. Ulama’ alsi”
{ar evil scholars) #8 he n__n_..___unm ”._.:m:_. al-(3hazah bitterly complains,
had all too m.nmgnu:_a Hmﬁ_mn individually _,_.,_, hecaming demonstrably
arropant. avaricious: cgoistic, and down right ._J,?._h::nm_. They also
failed. sollectively first, by ._“_.E _.c.u:_:.q._.m their duties as respansible
leaders and constrackve critics of saciety, thus commanding righl
and farhidding wrong 89 they should always do; and secondly, by |
becoming seekers afler power, wealth u.:a posilion, who, as such,
and in order to attail their ..:ﬁ....ﬁﬁ.Ez e allowed themsulves Lo
hecome sycophants, fatterers, and boon-fricnds of kings and E_:_mu.m ”
instcad of giving them! much needed hunest counscl wnd advice * |
Al-Ghuzali sums Up the whole tragic m::u:ﬁ by saying that when |
the ‘wlama’ snecumb 10 such worldly tsmptations as love of wealth |
ad power they pecone corrupl. Thus snared and seduced by the
plitter of worldly pleasurcs Emu., are oo uc:mﬁﬂ.mw_.n to Tulfill their |
prescribed duly of commanding right and E%E;.:m WIUngE, even
amone the criminal mu.m.nm.r.m and fall-outs of sociely, let alune kings
and _m..m::.mq.ﬁu.. These in turn abandon Enmnmn.r._& lo [s1ill preater]
T, Following the example of their r._EnE and rulers, the |
people ai large thed m_w.._.nwnﬂ_a Ecuw .T?,m s _v_wﬁmn..r_...__., slope].*

This ::_.Em < us to the (hi mﬁ.H_ﬁBﬁ_ﬂmH Em:ﬂ_mun_u in the caliphate
afler the caliph and the wlama, namely the sultans and kings.

The Seljuk sultans and kings were, of courss, the effsctive

rulers of the cali h..__um?,.?qi surprisingly therefors, al-Ghazalidirscied |

ALGHAZALTS POLITHC AL THOUGHT:
TS MAT! B AND CORTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

wure subsequently collected and publishad as Fuda'il al-Andam min
Rasa'tl Huijat al-Islam). 10 the said rulers and their wide range of
aesistants, including wazirs, qadis, top administrators, amd other
digniaries.

The dominant themes of all these writings are the need for
those in charge of the affairs of the wmumah to mainiain law and
order, uphold justice, amul thus make it possible for the people—with
the guidance of their rulers and the ‘wlama’—to pursue the pued ife
in comditions of peace and b anguility.

In trving to allain these objectives and thus, hopelully,
salvation and eternal bliss in the life to com, al-(hazali repeatedly
npoints cul that the rulers and the ruled must abide by the Shari‘af and
be puided by the good example of the Prophet and those who have
devoutly fllowed him, while also legrning from the experiencis
and wisdom of other peoples and nations whenever these are Tound
to he consistent with the teachings and principles of Islam.

Thus bearing in mind that a king or a sullan—as the ancieml
saying poes al-Ghazall nntes— 18 like the shadow of Gud on
carth:the peapls mustnol only desist from rebellion and insurTection.
they should actively follow and obey. even love their kings and,
sultans. ™

Sullzng, on the other hand should realizc that governanoe
(wilayak) is a great bounty (i mah) which is conditionally conferred
v God on a select few, If it is wisely and justly used, itwill certainly
yield great pleasure and everlasling bliss. Contrariwise, if it is abused
“and misplaved, it will inevitably precipitate boundless misery and
unhappingss without end.™

The principal key to the happiness of both the rulers and the

+Tot o his atentionand advice (including hus boak, Nasthar ai-Muluk | ruled—on earth and in the life o come-is justice, 1F the realm is
~{ustly ruled. the people will prosper and the country w i1l be tranquil
-and peaceful Injustice, on the other, will breed resentmeant among

(Counsel for Kings! 4nd the many letters and shorter messages which
& T, vol, I, book T PP 92-13.

& AlGhazali's Al ..f“”_...mu uhﬂ_w., lﬂ.__.q._.m_.____mﬁ._r .uf‘,,.__ Uy yuah |h_.h. ._ﬂ_r..__.hwa.. -rmelizi, E_L..

foxtialt Tl w._..__._.ﬂ_...‘._u.:__ ‘wlamd .._....u“uwu....h.ur ! tidamd _.u..qw_h_._uu._. .._...__L._.u”__F.___h -mdli
wer ik, vegman e fa bwn._u_m .,.n____._“.am,."_. 1”;_1 vagelr ‘ald haba ol
ardaidi fa kel il TR FLakdhiy " Ihid,

1

k

- the people and bring about the destruction of the land.™
| u“m_

2 ibid, p. 14
: ,w....___r,. [ 44,
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It 15 1mportant o remember furthermore, that in trying to
establish justice in the realm, it is not enough, al Ghazali peants out,
that the sultan himselfbe jusl and avoid wrongdoing; he should also
ensure that his aids and assistants ars likewise upright and just.™
To achieve that objective, the sultan should observe and supervise
the conduct of his auls and walis as carefully as he would the
conduct af hix fumily and househoid ™ Special care should be taken
m malkimg appointiments o the judiciary, Only persons of integrity
and good character, us well as appropriate academic or professional |
qualtfications, should be appointed gadir because they will he §
entrusted with the direct application of the Shari'ahi.’*

Waziry should be perspicacious, honest and particularly
capahlz in Ihe management of public affairs. Occasional and minor |
slips on (he wazir's part should be graciously forgiven by the
sultan. As the sultan’s right hand man the wazir should be treated
as a conlidant, consulted in all matters of state and proteeted from |
invidious reporting by jealous rivals. Should il be decided that his
services are no longer needed, his [legimately earnsd] wealth or |
property should nol ke coveted or confiscated

Since justice 1s best known through the Skari'uh,”” the sullin
should always veek the company of the 'lerna” and caretully Tisten
to their advice. In so engaging himself howsver the sultan should be
careful nol to fall in the chutches of ‘wlamd” al-sid” (or evil scholars) |
whao, lhrough flattery, tricksry and sycophaney, would only want 1o |
seeurs certain faram (ie. illegitimate) benclits for themselves, The |

true (or bong fide) ‘alim, al-Cthazal points oul (o the sultan, is he _ :

. S

W i 9

who does not long for vour bounty and would net hesitate Lo give
genuine and dispassionate opinion or advice [eome what may] '*

* e, p. 22

" Thidl

Letter to the weir Fuldhr al-Mulk: no 6 in Mowd ‘o al-dndar, p 65
ALitby pp. R3-54

Al Meuasinzhien o 2050

Tihr, pp. 18-19.

AL-GITAZALIS FOLITICAL THIOUGHT:
TS MATURE AND CONTEMPORARY RELEVANUE

is respected and held in awe, al-Ghazal advises Ew sulian to make
wimself a good example for others. He should nwﬂmm._.___.\.q c_um,_w?.nm the
values, rulcs and principles of the faith, nd in addition to .oﬂum Just,
strong and decizive, should endeavour to adorn HEmn_ﬂ .L.Lw such
qualities as self rastraint, modasty, clemency and .mmﬁE__J..: _H.wE
absolutely cannot help bemng attracted 1o such things as mﬂﬂwu_mm
aleohal, hunting and playing chess, the sultan m:_”E.H wﬁ. careful
not o allow these to distract him from atlending to his n_c..:w”mu both
relipious and political. There should be & lime for m..,_mu_.&u.ﬁm .m‘_..
Ghazali savs® No less realisteally and inlerestingly, p_nf_bmmmr
conclades his Nasilwert af-AMulik with two chaplers on the fairer sex
and haw they should be sensitively, perhaps passionately but Eﬂw@,m
ethically and responsibly treated; especially by those, such as sultans
and wisirs who are in chargs of public affairs and the destiny of the
itk B

¥ Some Concluding Remurks: The Contemparary Relevance of
af-Ghazali's Political Thought

Al-Ghazgli departed this world some nine hundred years ago. His
thought and ideas, (heological. pilosophical, ethical, ?”;:im_ and
“otherwise however, have continued to attract, fascinale, inspire E.uh
W.mc:_a.: mes enrage many thinking psople; Muslim and non-Muslim

- alike for almost 2 millennium new. And they are likely lo continue

1 dn so for as long as thinking men and women exisl.
This has been the case, fo some extent, because lhe nature

6 (hid, p. 5. |

U L7, pp 122151 T shold be mentioned in this connection that the
"~ anthenticity of the secand hall of Neugiher ol Muidk has been quesioued by
= o scholurs, Sce he entries on al-Ghazal by Béwenng aud Pounavady m
e Engyelopacdia Ireriee, wol, X and Patricie Crone (1937], The majorly ul
Muslmn and Westemn scholars bowever remain eorvineed tha the whole text
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of knowledge. ils pursuit end the process of thinking itselt—all
subjects of perennial and universal importance —haye mﬁan pivotal
to Eo __.H,n. and thought of al-Ghazzali and he had many brilliant and
enlightening things to say about each of them. Livi g ata fime when

i -5 = L - 5 1
the creaticn of 'a knowledge-hased socicly” has become a unrversallv

cherished ambitivn of humanily— even though the concept mav have
been variously understoed and only ?H:Eﬁ. realizad so wm._r!.x:
those who are in sny way seriously concerned with the subject today
would, thersfore, naturally want to consult al-CGihazali and perhaps
others who. like him, may have, toa greater or lesser extent, enriched
the human heritage across culmural and linguistic r::-_umz,mﬁ.

The ‘..m_:_," of kis integrative approach to knowledge and the
human expericnce in gencral should alse be a matier of considerable
_:Hﬂ.nﬂ m:&. appreciation [Lr the many across the world today who
are increasingly distressed by the prevalent and growine slate of
past modern fragmentation in gencral and. espacially thowus who
_._azﬂn_g.____ﬁn or have to bear the conscquences of the Evm&? Erowing
separation, and m many casss the now well estublished divoree
hetween n.E_nm and morality un the ong hand, and pulitics along EEM
a whale series ol social furctions and activitzes, including education
and business, as well as numerous applications or misapplications of
modern scienlific research on the other,

Al-Ghazali’s specifically political thousht 15 we have S8 Was
highty origninal and, perhaps even more E%“.:._Em?..
e el by an unfiinching realism which. far from the cynicism
nurmally associated with the term in much ol our nsz_.f..Eum,EE
ﬂcm_&.&_ discourse, was, however, firmly rooted in spiritual
teachings and ethical values. The particular historical context in
which al-Ghazali developed his sucial and pulitical thougshe E,.m of
course disappeared 2 lung time 2y, Dut the strong ?.,E_aEEnw he

creatively forzed between spiritues] teachinzs and ethical values and
the difficult realities ol the sitnation in existence at the time remains
And this without the cynicism we nowadavs yrenerally assume s m,_h
usavoidable, almost nocessary n:_umw_...:._m:mn ur attendant feature of
realism! This latter stands as a ray of lght. which shining mnqs,ﬂ.m
En.smuﬁ:nmmm_ lights up and dissipates the durkness we te |
against today,

charsclerized |

olten fight |

AL-GHAZALT S PULITICAL THOUGHT:
ITANATTIE ARD CONTEMPORARY BELEVANCE

. Another major theme in #l-Ghazali's political thought that is
more exsily and perhaps less contenliously seen and recognized as
relevanl loday, i3 his constanl and unwavering concern wilth zood
governance; including such vitally importanl ingredients as justice,
glemency, transparcney and inlegrity.

Closely related 10 pood governance and its various constituent
glements 11 al-Gharall's social snd political thought are his views
regarding the role of the ‘intelligentsia’ ie; scholars and the berter
educated generelly, both in seciety and the political system, Unlike,
for example, Marx in the modern Western tradition, al-Ghazali
did not assign 4 revolutionary role to the intellizentsia: and this
for the simple reason that he did not see revolution as exther an
‘crmancipatory or consiructive process. Perhaps more like Ddmund
Burke and Thomas ITobbes, al-Ghazali saw revolutions as basically
‘destructive and therefors morally unjustifiable forms of behaviour.
As hefits a deeply conscicus Mushim, however, al-Cthazali was fully
cormmittzd to the cause of constant struggle for reform and renswal
* (al-islah wa'l-rypdid). In this context he felt that it was wreng and
~ uresponsible for members of the intellizentsia to content themselves
 with being mere technicians and faceless bureaucrats. Over and
. bevond careers, security of tenure and job satisfaction, etc., scholars
in particular and the better educated classes in genzral, he felt,

oth thought and conduct Politics. morality, thoupghl #nd aclion
e thus closely related to sach other in al-Ghazalls inlogrative
m and worldview.

'Une maore point needs to e mentioned before bringing (hese
v remarks to an end. It 15 about the maorily-rule, or al-tarih
bl [-kathrah. We have seen how al-Ghazali had imaginatively and
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skillfully introduced this Luncept as a means of resulving tensions
when communities are split over divisive or controversial issues. I
would be easy, but demonstrably unjustiffable, to jump from there (us
sume have done) to the conclusion that -
be regarded as a precursor of modern democratic thought,

Formunately, our appreciation of al Gharali’s genius and
brilliant contributions to social and pelitical thoughi—some aspegts
of which have been brietly indicated abuve— doss no have to depend
oz such bascless claims

Wa Allahu a®alam!

Ghazali should theretors |




