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Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is an order regarding the preservation of tree,
trees or groups of trees that can be issued by the local planning authority to
prohibit the felling of trees without written permission and to ensure the
replacement of trees through replanting

Introduction

The provisions related to Tree

Preservation Order (TPO) were

enacted following the Highland Tower

incident in December 1993
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The collapsed Highland Towers condominium in Ulu Kelang, Selangor. Picture by Kamarudin Ahmad
https://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/remembering-highland-towers-tragedy

In 1995 Part VA was included in

Act 172 through Act A933, which

provides provision for TPO
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Town and Country Planning Act 1976
(Act 172)

Ahmad Sarkawi, A., & Abdullah, M. F. (2014). Historical influences to present legal setting of 
planning law in Malaysia. Planning Malaysia, 12(3)



Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Amendment) 1995 [Act A933]
Amended to address the weaknesses that arise as a result of development that neglects environmental conservation,
especially those related to tree conservation orders. The entire provisions relating to the tree preservation order can be
seen in Part VA starting from Section 35A to 35H of Act 172.

Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Amendment) 1993 [Act A866]
The Act is amended by inserting provisions relating to sewerage activities so that it is consistent with the Sewerage
Services Act 1993 [Act 508], which was enacted in the same year

Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Amendment) 2001 [Act A1129]
Amended to address problems that arise, particularly in the real estate sector and create the role of the Federal
Government in town and country planning matters in line with the spirit of shared responsibility provided in the Federal
Constitution. The Act also contains two new parts, Part IIA of the Regional Planning Committee and Part IIB of the
National Physical Plan. The amendment also introduces several new approaches, particularly in the development
planning system and planning control in Act 172.

Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Pindaan) 2007 [Act A1313]
The Act is amended to include provisions relating to controlled solid waste management and public cleansing. Amending
Subsection 22 (2) of Act 172 is to enable local planning authorities to consider the provisions of the Solid Waste
Management and Public Cleansing Act 2007 [Act 672] Akta Pengurusan Sisa Pepejal dan Pembersihan Awam 2007 (Akta
672) when managing an application for planning permission.

Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172)



Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172)



35A. Tree preservation order

35B. Tree preservation order not to be made if tree is already subjected to conditions

35C. Appeal against tree preservation order, etc.

35D. Compensation under a tree preservation order

35E. Replacement of trees

35F. Local planning authority to replace tree if the person whose duty it is to replace fails to do so

35G. Revocation of a tree preservation order

35H. Prohibition to fell, etc., tree with girth exceeding 0.8 metre

Part VA

WHO?
Local Planning Authority (LPA) as the principal planner, implementer and controller, 

with the cooperation of any individual or company, as well as related experts.

WHERE?
In the LPA jurisdiction areas and individually owned land where tree, trees and

groups of trees meet the determination criteria under the TPO.

WHEN?

Since the amendment of Act A933 in 1995, and after the gazettement (pewartaan) of 

TPO (Kaedah-kaedah Perintah Pemeliharaan Pokok) by the State.

HOW?
Suggestions by the LPA and the public – suitable tree, trees and group of trees that

meet the determination criteria of TPO

Tree Preservation Order



Section 35A

▪ Section 35A(1) Local 
planning authority can 
issue an order to preserve 
any tree, trees or group of 
trees.

▪ To curb cutting of 
endangered species or 
clearing of trees without 
permission and proper 
planning.

▪ Section 35A(4) Any person who contravenes any of 
the provisions can be fined up to RM100,000.00 or 

imprisoned up to 6 months, or both.

Tree

Category

Trees A group of trees



except…
With written permission and subject to condition,

May imposed to replace the trees by replanting 
determined by the authority

The TPO is not applicable to felling of a tree:-

(a) which is dying or dead

(b) for the prevention of an imminent danger; or 

(c) if it is to comply with any written law

Section 35A (3)



35B. Tree preservation order not to be made if tree is already subjected to conditions
35C. Appeal against tree preservation order
35D. Compensation under a tree preservation order



Section 35H

▪ Fell a tree with a  (trunk) of 0.8 
meter or more in circumference 
measured 0.5 meter from the 
ground shall not be cut down.

Diameter =

0.25m

Lilitan  0.8m

Example:

Girth = 0.8m circumference

Diameter = 0.8 / 3.142

= 0.25m

Diameter = Girth / 3.142

*0.5m from the ground

(0.5m)



Do you think tree preservation 

and conservation is important for 

Natural and Cultural Heritage?





1. Unique Characteristics (Nilai 
istimewa): any tree that are possessing 
unique characteristic or value such as 
having a natural beauty or local value 
or contributing towards certain 
landscape area

2. Historical Value (Nilai sejarah): any 
tree having historical value and 
planted more than 30 years and 
related historically to a particular place

3. Planted by a Leader (Tanaman
kenamaan): any tree planted by leader of 
a state or to commemorate dignitaries in 
an occasion and having national interest

Criteria of trees to be protected

4. Rare Species (Spesis yang jarang
dijumpai): any tree that is rare but 
abundance in number to be considered 
as endangered species

5. Endemic Species (Spesis yang hanya
tumbuh di tempat-tempat tertentu): 
Any tree that is found in certain area of 
climatic suitability, ecology, or soil 
compatibility

6. Endangered Species (Spesis yang 
hampir pupus): any tree that is 
endangered and without protection 
shall be extinct.



Historical Value Historical Value

Hevia brasilensis at Kuala 
Kangsar among the

first seed planted in Malaysia

Hevia brasilensis at Seremban 
among the

first seed planted in Malaysia

Historical Value &
Planted by a Leader 

Juniperus chinensis at 
Sekolah Tuanku Abdul 

Rahman (STAR) planted by 
the 1st YDP Agong in 1958



http://transformasidungun.blogspot.com/2012/02/pokok-dungun.html

Unique Characteristics
(mother tree)

Mahogany tree 

(Swietenia 

macrophylla) in Hulu 

Selangor

Unique Characteristics
(local value & identity)

Ipoh tree (Antiaris toxicaria) at 

Dataran KTM Ipoh

https://www.bharian.com.my/taxonomy/term/2643/2017/04/276978/
pokok-ipoh-tumbang-akibat-ribut

Unique Characteristics
(local value & character)

Dungun tree (Heritiera 

littoralis) at Dungun



Rare

Durio testudinarum (Durian 
Kura-kura)

Endangered

Shorea uliginosa (Meranti 
Bakau) important source of 

'Red Meranti' timber

IUCN Red List of Vulnerable Species 2013

Endemic

Borassodendron
machadonis (Elephant Palm)
A species of flowering plant

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 1998



What would be the best framework of 
tree preservation for a Heritage Town?



1. Unique Characteristics (Nilai istimewa): any tree that are possessing unique 
characteristic or value such as having a natural beauty or local value or 
contributing towards certain landscape area

2. Historical Value (Nilai sejarah): any tree having historical value and planted 
more than 30 years and related historically to a particular place



Sumber : Kajian Pemeliharaan Pokok Di Kawasan PBT Mengikut Akta 172, 2021



Thank you


