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Abstract:

The modern state is a political reality today in a world divided into 193
states, subject to variation, while other political forms have disappeared.
Despite the volumes that have written about this political institution and
the attention it has received, scholars and experts do not tire from admitting
the difficulty of determining the origins of the modern state. Thus, it is
beneficial to research its historical origins and emergence, and in order for
the picture to be complete, it is expedient to analyze the development of
political thought as it relates to the modern state and attempt to compare
and connect the history to the development of political themes and
concepts, using a historical approach for the former, and a critical,
analytical approach for the latter, followed by a comparative approach for
comparing and connecting the two. Despite some difference of opinion, it
IS correct to place the origins and emergence of the modern state in the early
modern period between 1500 and 1800 C.E. As the Catholic Church’s
temporal authority regressed over several centuries, and did so even
quicker after the Protestant Reformation, this consolidated the temporal
power of kings and princes, and the concept of sovereignty began to be
associated with temporal authority. Ironically, the despotism and
absolutism that dominated 17" century Europe, as well as the prevalence
of wars, seemed to promote further centralization of state power through
improvements in bureaucracy, methods of communication and monitoring,
and increased military capacity and spending, all of which constituted the
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core of the modern state. Furthermore, through the Enlightenment and its
reforms, coupled with the maturation of concepts in political thought like
freedom and individual rights, popular sovereignty, and accountability, and
later translating such concepts into reality through the French and
American Revolutions, the European state had developed politically and
administratively beyond the point of no return. With time, and throughout
the 19" century, many European states underwent the trials of writing and
implementing a state constitution until the whole of Europe eventually
turned to constitutional rule, barring Russia. Finally, contrary to the opinion
that the development of the modern state and the disappearance of other
political forms was expected and even teleological, it appears this was not
the case, but was the result of many factors; and the fate of the modern state
Is predicated on various factors as well, just as numerous and complicated
as those in the past.

Keywords: modern state, political thought, early modern period,
absolutism, Enlightenment, sovereignty, social contract.
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