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It is not by accident that the two outstanding issues of our time—Climate Crisis and Covid-19—
involve science.

Our insanity has led the world to where it is today at the crossroads of history. Do we survive 
as a species, or do we go down the dustbin of history?

We continue to populate the world as if earthly space is infinite. We pollute the world in the 
name of progress. We produce material goods and dump our garbage everywhere, from the 
mountain tops to the seas.

Because of the pollution our world is warming. Because of the warming our seas are rising to 
drown our coastal cities. Because of overpopulation our cities are bursting at the seams.

And when disease becomes a pandemic there is no room for the people to escape. The two life 
and death issues of our time are the Climate Crisis and Covid-19. And this is where Science and 
Science Communication come to the rescue.

We need Science and Scientists to shepherd us through these twin crises. And we need Science 
Research and Science Communication to help the people understand and mobilize them to act 
ASAP. 

The Asian Media Information and Communication Centre (AMIC) has recognized the urgency 
of talking about Science Communication now to enable science journalists and communicators 
to contribute significantly in addressing humanity’s survival issues. To delay further is to move 
the earth closer to the explosion of the ticking time bomb. 

Thus, AMIC has adopted “Science Communication: Managing the Now and the Future” as the 
theme of the 28th Annual Conference which was held on November 20 and 27 and December 
04, 2021. The event was co-hosted by the Academy of Journalism and Communication (AJC) 
based in Hanoi, Vietnam. It was the first virtual annual conference convened by AMIC.  

This compilation of 2021 AMIC Annual Conference abstracts contains 124 abstracts of 167 
papers presented by 224 presenters (inclusive of authors and co-authors) during the conference’s 
18 parallel sessions. Fifteen countries were represented in these parallel sessions.  

The abstracts are categorized according to the following session clusters:

• Science Communication Theories, Models and Frameworks
• Science and the Mass Media: Enduring Legacies, New Challenges
• Science Communication Education: Now and Forever
• Science Communication Strategies and Practices
• Science Communication in the ICT Ecosystem: The New Public Sphere
• Climate Change: Communicating for the Future 
• Media and Information Literacy: Think Critically, Click Wisely
• Media and Information Literacy: Think Critically, Click Wisely  

(Focus on Digital Literacy)

Foreword
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• Inoculating the Disinfodemic; Challenges to Truth-telling
• News Media Coverage and Public Information Campaigns on the COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Pluses and Minuses
• Social Media and the Pandemic: Searching for Truth, Discerning Lies
• Risk and Disaster Communication Saves Lives
• Health and Wellness Communication: Towards a Good Life
• Mediated Health and Wellness Communication: A Holistic Approach
• Journalism Issues
• Online Education in the Pandemic Setting
• Environment Communication: Sustainable Strategies that Work
• Agriculture Communication: Harvesting Strategies that Work

The parallel sessions were complemented by three keynote speeches and six plenary sessions. 
Our very distinguished keynote speakers were Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
Prof. Emeritus Noam Chomsky, UNESCO Director General Audrey Azoulay, and Philippines 
Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Secretary Fortunato de la Pena. 

The plenary sessions featured 26 moderators and speakers who are among the leading scientists, 
science communicators and journalists, and young climate change advocates not only from 
Asia but also the rest of the world.  

Our 28th annual conference had about 500 registered participants and guests from Asia and 
other continents. The most viewed session had 250+ attendees. 
Meanwhile, the keynote addresses and full papers of the parallel sessions will be published 
separately. 

AMIC extends its appreciation to our conference partners:

• Philippine Women’s University (PWU)
• Asian Institute of Journalism and Communication (AIJC)
• Philippine Association of Communication Educators (PACE)
• Philippine Association for Media and Information Literacy (PAMIL)
• Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP)
• Ateneo de Davao University (ADDU)
• Holy Angel University (HAU)
• Miriam College-Department of Communication
• University of the Philippines Los Banos- College of Development Communication 

(UPLB-CDC)
• World Journalism Education Council (WJEC)
• Philippines Department of Science and Technology-Philippine Institute of Volcanology 

and Seismology (DOST-PHIVOLCS)
• Philippines Department of Science and Technology-Philippine Council for Agriculture, 

Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Development (DOST-PCAARRD)
• United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
• Youth UNESCO Climate Action Network (YoU-CAN)

AMIC is very proud of the abstracts included in this compilation. They are evidence that 
Asian communication and journalism scholars, researchers, educators, and practitioners are 
responding to the clarion call to save mother earth, now. 

Crispin C. Maslog, Ph.D., AMIC Chairperson, Board of Directors
Ramon R. Tuazon, AMIC Secretary-General
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  News Media Coverage and Public Information Campaigns on the COVID-19 Pandemic: Pluses and Minuses

THE DAILY COVID-19 INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLICS’ LENS

Zeti Azreen Ahmad and Mazni Buyong 
IIUM, Malaysia

Rizwanah Souket Ali 
Monash University, Malaysia

 
ABSTRACT

COVID-19 pandemic has imposed an unprecedented impact on people around the globe and 
Malaysia is no exception.. The battle to fight the unseen virus came along with infodemic: a 
massive amount of information that includes a mixture of true and false narratives that makes 
intervention efforts  even more complicated.  The role of the Ministry of Health (MoH) has 
been instrumental in managing the pandemic and infodemic in Malaysia.  The MoH has never 
failed to update the public and the media through press conferences and press statements 
since the first few cases of COVID-19 were reported in  early  January 2020.  Daily statistics 
of COVID-19 cases have been uploaded in MoH’s website and social media platforms. In a 
recent development, details of COVID-19 cases are now reported in a new website known 
as CovidNow. This research argues that living with a fatal pathogen such as SARS-CoV-2 
requires every person to have access to trustworthy information. Furthermore, understanding 
of the information is fundamental as it empowers the public to make  informed decisions to 
save lives. This study argues that effective public communication of science related information 
such as COVID-19 is essential to contain transmission of the disease particularly when the 
country is preparing to enter the endemic stage. However, the publics’ ability to interpret 
scientific information has not received adequate attention in the literature.  This study explores 
whether the information shared by the Ministry of Health (MoH) were perceived to be reliable, 
trustworthy and subsequently improved the publics’ practices in terms of adhering to the 
standard operating procedure (SOP) to prevent COVID-19. More than 1000 responses were 
received from a survey that was conducted online. The study found that information about 
COVID-19 was mainly obtained through MySejahtera apps and WhatsApp.  Generally, the 
publics’ perception of the daily update of COVID-19 has been very positive. The information 
shared by the MoH was perceived useful, clear, reliable and trustworthy by the publics and 
subsequently resulted in high compliance among the publics towards the SOPs.

Keywords: Covid-19, infodemic, endemic, scientific information, Malaysia
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Philippine Association of Media and Information 
Literacy (PAMIL)
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University of Santo Tomas, Philippines and PAMIL
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The Research Center of Communication and 
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Thammathirat Open University, Thailand
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Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, India
Huyen, Nguyen Thi (Angela Nguyen)
Institution of Journalism and Communication – 
Academy of Journalism and Communication

INOCULATING THE DISINFODEMIC: 
CHALLENGES TO TRUTH-TELLING

Moderator:
Dr. Hermin Indah Wahyuni
Professor, Department of Communications
Universitas Gadjah Mada

Thomas Hongjie Zhang
Jen Sern Tham
Department of Communication, Faculty of Modern 
Languages and Communication, Universiti Putra 
Malaysia
Maria Nornelyn L. Cachuela
UPOU/De La Salle University Dasmarinas Cavite, 
Philippines
Gabriel Wong 
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Wee Kim 
Wee School of Communication and Information
Leila Mona Ganiem
Mercu Buana University, Jakarta
Ibnu Hamad
Universitas Indonesia
Dr. Shatabdi Som
Brainware University
Dr. Srikanth Bade
Telangana University
Dr. Irwan Julianto, MPH
Universitas Multimedia Nusantara, Indonesia
Krishnapriya T K
Manipal Institute of Communication, Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education
Tengku Siti Aisha Tengku Mohd Azzman 
Shariffadeen
Assistant Professor, Department of Communication
International Islamic University Malaysia
Dr. Padma Rani
Director & Professor
Manipal Institute of Communication, Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education
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Rajeev Mohan
School of Media Studies, Thunchath Ezhuthachan 
Malayalam University

NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE AND PUBLIC 
INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS ON THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC: PLUSES AND 
MINUSES

Moderator:
Dr. Leslie Manalo-Medina
Communication Professor and Chairperson, BA 
Communication Program 
Holy Angel University, Philippines

Elizabeth C. Cachin
People’s Television Network Inc.
and University of Santo Tomas, Philippines
Pauline Gidget Estella
University of the Philippines
and Technische Universität Ilmenau, Germany
Dr. C.M.Vinaya Kumar
Krishna University
Shruti Mehrotra
Amity University
Zeti Azreen Ahmad
Madam Mazni Buyong
Department of Communication, AHAS Kulliyyah of 
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, 
International Islamic University Malaysia
Dr. Rizwanah Souket
Monash University, Malaysia
Dian Arymami
Universitas Gadjah Mada
Mark Lester M. Chico
University of the Philippines Los Baños, Laguna
Randy Jay C. Solis, Ph.D.
Department of Communication Research, College of 
Mass Communication, University of the Philippines 
Diliman
Jonalou S. Labor, Ph.D.
University of the Philippines Diliman
Christian Jaycee Samonte
Polytechnic University of the Philippines
Andrei Joshua R. Yu
Avril Adrianne DG. Madrid
University of the Philippines Los Baños, College of 
Development Communication, Department of Science 
Communication
Noumaan Qureshi
Department of Communication and Journalism, 
University of Mumbai

SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE PANDEMIC: 
SEARCHING FOR TRUTH, DISCERNING 
LIES

Moderator:
Dr. Muneo Kaigo
Professor, Communication and Media in the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
University of Tsukuba, Japan

Raihan Muhammad Farhan
Manik Sunuantari 
Imsar Gunawan
University of Al-Azhar Indonesia
Liu Yunhao
Huang Zhengying
Li Ziya
Hong Kong Baptist University
Thim Rachna
Aide Et Action Southeast Asia and China
Hien Thi Minh, Nguyen
Giang Thi Truong, Nguyen
Academy of Journalism and Communication
Dr. Ravia Gupta
Indian Institute of Mass Communication
Tendral Rajagopal
Anna University
Edson Tandoc Jr.
Nanyang Technological University

RISK AND DISASTER COMMUNICATION 
SAVES LIVES

Moderator:
Ms. Charmaine V. Villamil
Senior Science Research Specialist
Department of Science and Technology-Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (DOST-
PHIVOLCS)

Wilma Serrao
Rohan DaCosta
School of Media and Communication, Manipal 
Academy of Higher Education
Kuniko Sakata 
Junji Hashimoto, Ph.D.
Tohoku University
The Graduate School of Information and 
Communication, Japan
Kevin Roebl
Naresuan University
Pratiwi Cristin Harnita
Faculty of Social Science and Communication Science, 
Satya Wacana Christian University
Dr. Melanie D. Bacuno
Camarines Norte State College, Philippines
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De La Salle University- Dasmarinas Cavite, Philippines
Camille G. Hemedes 
University of the Philippines Open University
Bryan Kenneth D. Jove
Shreeraj Gudi
Shubha H S
Manipal Institute of Communication, India

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
COMMUNICATION: TOWARDS  
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Moderator:
Ms. Pushpa Chhetri
Director, Bhutan Media and Communications Institute
K. Karthik, Ph.D.
Dept. of Journalism and Mass Communication, 
Central University of Karnataka, India
Candice Grace C. Maque
Department of Education
Mahak Mehra Arora
Manushreya Sharma
Aeshiti Patel
Indraprastha College for Women, University of Delhi
Christelle Marie Gonzales Armonio
Alexandra Gregorio Concepcion
Mary Grace Arroyo Vasquez
Lyceum of the Philippines University Cavite, Philippines
Ms. Nidhi Sharma
Prof. Fakira Mohan Nahak
University Institute of Media Studies, Chandigarh 
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CSIR- National Institute of Science Communication 
and Policy Research; Academy of Scientific and 
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Maria Lilia Reyes
UERMMMCI, Philippines
Kevin Roebl
Naresuan University
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Moderator:
Dr. Mahamudul Haque
Lecturer, Dept. of Mass Communication and 
Journalism, Begum Roekya University, Bangladesh
Jais Merlin P. Augustine 
University of Kerala, Karyavattom campus, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Shibo Shao 
School of Journalism, Renmin University of China
Xiaoya Yang
School of Journalism and Communication, Wuhan 
University, China
Dr. Sangeetha Unnithan
Department of Communication and Journalism, 
University of Kerala, India
Dr. Jaya Surjani
Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University of 
Journalism and Communication
Carmen Lai Jia Weng
HELP University
LIN ZHOU
Hong Kong Baptist University
Peixin Cao
Song, Junyan
School of Journalism, Communication University of 
China
Xiaoya Yang
Xiaping Zhou
School of Journalism and Communication, Wuhan 
University, China
Dr. Nia Sarinastiti, M.A. 
Atma Jaya Catholic University of Indonesia
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Moderator:
Dr. Kamolrat Intaratat
Associate Professor, School of Communication Arts,
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, Bangkok

Senja Yustitia 
Doctoral Program of Communication Studies 
Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM), Indonesia
Dr. Rupa Rani Sonowal
Dr. K. Karthik
Central University of Karnataka, India
Sri Syamsiyah LS
Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS) Indonesia
Ngo Bich Ngoc 
Academy of Journalism and Communication, Vietnam
Sakshi Verma 
Dr. Paramveer Singh
Central University of Punjab
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Hanoi Radio and Television Station
Dr. Anshu Arora
Amity University Uttar Pradesh, India
Bradley C. Freeman
Sunway University
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ONLINE EDUCATION  
IN THE PANDEMIC SETTING

Moderator:
Dr. Fraulein Oclarit
Research Director, Holy Trinity College
Vice President (Mindanao), Philippine Association of 
Communication Educators Foundation(PACE)

John Edrich S. Allarey
William David G. Dizon
University of Santo Tomas, Philippines
Rosalia Prismarini Nurdiarti
Kristina Andryani
University Mercu Buana of Yogyakarta, Indonesia
John Kenneth A. Talania
St. Dominic College of Asia, Cavite, Philippines
Patricia Michelle Mathias
NISCORT, India Sharda University, India
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University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh
Chloe V. Bernal
Philippine Women’s University - School of Pharmacy
Ginny Smith
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ENVIRONMENT COMMUNICATION: 
SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES THAT WORK

Moderator:
Dr. Thi Minh Hien Nguyen
Dean, Faculty of Public Relations and Advertising
Senior Lecturer, Academy of Journalism and 
Communication (AJC)

Shafizan Mohamed
Helmi Yusoh
International Islamic University Malaysia
Tong Jee Goh 
Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and 
Information, NTU
Leyi Zhang
University of Southern California
Schenley Anne Belmonte
Forest Foundation Philippines
Dr. Krithika Subramonian
Dept. of Visual Communication, Pondicherry 
University Community College
Yudi Perbawaningsih
Universitas Atma Jaya Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Joshua Tedd M. Amora
John Christian C. Lising
Felisa Faith G. Morales
De La Salle University- Dasmariñas Cavite, Philippines
Vidhanshu Kumar
Prof. Bandana Pandey
Gautam Buddha University

Siti Nor Amalina Ahmad Tajuddin
Department of Communication and Media, Faculty 
of Languages and  Communication, Sultan Idris 
Education University (UPSI), Perak Malaysia
Langcheng Zhang
Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and 
Information, Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore

AGRICULTURE COMMUNICATION: 
HARVESTING STRATEGIES THAT WORK

Moderator:
Ms. Marita A. Carlos
Chief Science Research Specialist
Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and Development
Department of Science and Technology (DOST-
PCAARRD)

Panida Jongsuksomsakul 
Naresuan University
Dr. Marieta Bañez Sumagaysay
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Zelfia 
Hasanuddin University
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University of the Philippines Los Baños Laguna
Dr. Manjushree G. Naik
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