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CEFR IS ACKNOWLEDGED INTERNATIONALLY AS THE 
STANDARD LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY FRAMEWORK

https://www.slideshare.net/sivabalanaidu/cefr-report-2013


CEFR IN MALAYSIA: CURRENT ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FRAMEWORK (MOHD SALLEHHUDIN, 2017)

MALAYSIAN CEFR TARGETS SET FOR EACH STAGE 

Stage / Level Target 

Teacher Education C 2

University B 2 / C 1

Post-Secondary school B 2

Secondary school B 1 / B 2

Primary school A 2

Pre-school A1

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327980406_CEFR_in_Malaysia_Current_issues_and_challenges_in_the_implementation_of_the_framework




Where is Arabic?





•ARABIC AS NATIVE LANGUAGE

•ARABIC AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

•ARABIC AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

CHALLENGES ON CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS









LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

• Keyword search: "CEFR" "assessment" "Arabic language" (2013-2022).

Results: 541

• "CEFR" "assessment" "Arabic language" based on 1-1 search analysis.

Results: Around 21 related articles, book, book chapters, conference paper

and policy paper.

• The findings: 5 discussed themes; CEFR-aligned framework for teaching,

learning and assessment; challenges, difficulties and solutions; teaching

materials; language skills competency.

• Very limited research was conducted in Malaysian educational setting for

Arabic in particular.



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings
1 2009 Arabic Language Syllabus For Secondary Schools Marisa Farrugia 

(Education Officer 

for Arabic)

Revised guidelines 

of the 1989 Arabic 

Language Syllabus 

for Secondary 

School at Malta

2 2015 CEFR-Oriented Framework for Designing Arabic

Language Proficiency Test and Curricula

Hussein Aly Part of research 

project in designing 

Arabic proficiency 

test

3 2016 The Common European Framework of Reference for

Arabic Language Teaching and Learning: Implementation

and Challenges

Rasha Soliman 17th Association of 

University Language 

Centres Conference 

– January 2016 

4 2017 الإطار المرجعي الأوروبي المشترك لتعلم اللغات وتعليمها وتقييمها Translated by 

Abdel Osman 

Subair (Umm al-

Qura University)

Translated CEFR 

reference from 

English to Arabic).



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings
5 2017 The Development and Validation of Arabic language

test in Saudi Arabia

Norbomm & al-

Shamrani

Book chapter on 

Standardized Test 

of Arabic 

Proficiency in 

Speakers of Other 

Languages 

(STAPSOL) linked 

to CEFR

6 2017 Handbook for Arabic Language Teaching

Professionals in the 21st Century

Edited ByKassem
M. Wahba, Liz 

England, Zeinab 
A. Taha

Consists of related 

issues in Arabic 

Language Teaching 

Professionals in 

the 21st Century 

including CEFR-

aligned assessment



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings
7 2019 Arabic Language Syllabus For Secondary Schools Ruliana Khasanah A qualitative 

analysis of Arabic 

Language Syllabus

8 2020 Arabic Conversational Skills among Speakers of Other

Languages: Difficulties and Solutions (Case-Study at

University of Kerala-India)

Ameen Ali 

Mohammed 

Algamal

Difficulties and 

Solutions of Arabic 

Conversational 

Skills 

9 2020 Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Berbasis Common European

Framework Of Reference For Language (CEFR) Di Indonesia

Talqis Nurdianto

& Noor Azizi bin 

Ismail 

The effectiveness, 

opportunities and 

challenges of 

learning Arabic in 

Indonesia using 

CEFR by using 

descriptive 

qualitative 

methods



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

10 2020 Evaluation of Arabic Language Teaching Textbooks Used

in Russia in the Light of the CEFR Criteria

Reima S. Al-Jarf, 

Nailya G. 

Mingazova

An evaluation of 

textbooks in the 

light of the 

Common 

European 

Framework of 

Reference (CEFR) 

criteria

11 2020 CEFR-Based Arabic Language Learning Competency Talqis

Nurdiantoa, 

Yayat Hidayat, 

Vicky Adetia

Wulandaric

To formulate an 

easy and modern 

Arabic learning 

method for non-

Arabic speakers 

based on CEFR



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

12 2020 Analisis Soal Tosa (Test Of Standard Arabic) Mengacu

Pada Cefr (Common European Framework Of

Reference For Language)

Muhammad 

Zaenuri, 

Muhammad 

Nur Kholis, 

Anisatul

Barokah

Explore and 

analyze the 

TOSA (Test of 

Standard Arabic) 

questions as an 

instrument to 

measure the 

Arabic language 

competence of 

students at IAIN 

Surakarta.

13 2020 لغة متعلمي ال)مهارة التواصل اللغوي الشفهية اللازمة لأطفال الروضة 

ربية لتعليم في ضوء المعايير الدولية والع(  العربية الناطقين بلغات أخرى

اللغة الثانية

Mahmoud 

Khalifah et. al

Exploring the 

criteria of oral 

communicative 

skills among 

non-native 

learners 



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

14 2021 Developing A Teaching Plan For The Third Listening

Semester Using The Common European Framework

Of Reference For Languages Through Blended

Learning

Riziq Fitra

Pratama, 

Muhammad 

Kamal bin 

Abdul Hakim, 

Syamsi Setiadi

To produce 

development of 

RPS Istima’ 3 

(third listening) 

used by CEFR 

based on 

blended learning

15 2021 Analisis Kebutuhan (Keperluan) Bahan Ajar Al-

Muhadatsah Al-Yaumiyah berbasis CEFR melalui

Online Learning

Lina Marlina & 

Siti 

Khumairotuzza

hra

Needs analysis 

of learning 

materials for 

Arabic daily 

conversation 

based on CEFR



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

16 2021 The development of an Arabic curriculum framework

based on a compilation of salient features from CEFR

level descriptors

Salwa 

Mohamed

Context and 

methodology of 

designing a 

CEFR-aligned 

Arabic 

curriculum 

framework.

17 2021 Method of Assessing The Proficiency of Arabic

Reading Skills among PHEI Students

Nurul Iza 

Salsabila Che 

Rani & Kaseh

Abu Bakar

Reading 

Proficiency Test 

in Arabic

18 2021 Method of Assessing The Proficiency of Arabic

Reading Skills among PHEI Students

Nurul Iza 

Salsabila Che 

Rani & Kaseh

Abu Bakar

Reading 

Proficiency Test 

in Arabic



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

19 2021 Development of Arabic Teaching Materials Based on

the Common European Framework of Reference

(CEFR) to Improve Students' Arabic Language Skills

Habibur

Rohman & Faiq

Ilham Rosyadi

develop Arabic 

teaching 

materials based 

on the Common 

European 

Framework of 

Reference (CEFR) 

level A1 to 

improve Arabic 

language skills 

at MI 

Darussolihin



LR IN CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC
(GOOGLE SCHOLAR)

No. Year Topic Author(s) Issues and 

findings

20 2022 An Analysis of Arabic Textbook Content at Secondary

Schools based on CEFR

Hadi Solikin, 

Imam Asrori, 

Abdul Wahab 

Rosyidi

Analyze the 

content of Arabic 

books at 

Madrasah Aliyah 

(MA) based on 4 

language skills 

at Indonesia

21 2022 Pembangunan Dan Kajian Kesahan Ujian Kecekapan

Bahasa Arab (CBAT) Berasaskan Cefr/Actfl Dan

Berkomputer

Kaseh Abu 

Bakar et. al.

Speaking Test 

Platform based 

on CEFR and 

ACTFL 



TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS IN CEFR-ALIGNED 
ASSESSMENTS IN ARABIC

No. Innovation Innovator/Provider Source

1 Arabic Language Proficiency Tests (based

on CEFR and ACTFL)

Language Testing International (LTI) Link

2 Test Your Language (based on CEFR and

ACTFL)

Learningonline.xyz, Inc, USA Link

3 Testing Of Arabic as Foreign Language

(Al-Arabiyya Test: Arabic Language

Proficiency Test) - A1 – C2 (CEFR)

A fully computer-based Arabic language 

proficiency test developed by Eckehard

Schulz, Professor at the Oriental Institute of 

the University of Leipzig.

Link

4 Master Spoken Arabic Self-learning and evaluation resources in 

CEFR

Link

5 Arabic Online – Self Test with Certification Pendragon Educational Publishers Ltd, UK Link

6 Arab Online Standard CEFR in 4 skills with

certificates

Arabic online course and test provider by 

Arabiyyah.id 

Link

7 Computer-Based Arabic Proficiency Test

(CBAT)

Speaking Test Platform based on CEFR and 

ACTFL (Research Project)

Kaseh Abu Bakar 

(Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

(UKM)

https://www.languagetesting.com/arabic-testing
https://testyourlanguage.com/arabic-level-test
https://toafl.com/al-arabiyya-test
http://masterspokenarabic.weebly.com/cefr-scale.html
https://arabiconline.eu/arabic-certificates/
https://arabiyyah.id/


MALAYSIAN QUALIFICATION AGENCY - MQA







CEFR IMPLEMENTATION BY MOE



ARABIC DSKP AND TEXTBOOKS



ARABIC ASSESSMENT IN DSKP



ARABIC ASSESSMENT IN DSKP



CEFR ADAPTED ARABIC ASSESSMENT IN DSKP 
BASED ON LANGUAGE SKILLS



CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS AT MOE

• CEFR-aligned curriculum at MOE … just adapt and adopt.
• The latest status for CEFR implementation in Arabic

language is KIV because of no officially the body to clarify
the process.

• Same goes to Lembaga Peperiksaan Malaysia in terms of
CEFR-aligned assessment in Arabic.

WS COMMUNICATION WITH MOE ARABIC OFFICER, 

1st of SEPTEMBER 2022



UMK ARABIC TEXTBOOKS FOR PROFICIENCY LEVEL (2021)

A1 A2



CEFR-ALIGNED ASSESSMENTS : WAY FORWARD

• Related publications: articles, books, guidelines, etc.
• Attempts to apply for research grants, e.g. FRGS, etc.
• Every Arabic test already has its own standards.
• Mapping of CEFR CEFR-aligned assessments with the current ones.
• KIV status of CEFR-aligned assessments in Arabic by MOE since 4 years

ago.
• A challenge to establish an official body to measure the reliability and

validity the assessment process and mapping the competency
level/framework via empirical/suitable analysis.

• Wide opportunity to explore CEFR-aligned assessments in Arabic at the
educational institutions, related issues in CEFR 2022 based on certain
frameworks, levels, scales and descriptors.



إلى اللقاء

muhdsabri@iium.edu.my

mailto:muhdsabri@iium.edu.my

