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CIS COUNTRIES
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INTRODUCTION

• Today’s global society is characterized by its diversity of views, thoughts, feelings, attitudes in 
relation to the ways its members introduce themselves to each other. 

• Religion and culture, the most powerful elements that enable people to develop their identity, play 
significant role in the management of diversity. They form people’s worldview, which enables them: 

• to set boundaries about the identity of their own community; and 

• to build bridges of friendly relationships among themselves and with others.

THE REALITY: 

• The management of diversity as far as religion and culture are concerned, has been a great challenge 
faced by most of the people in their relationships throughout history especially when there are no 
clear boundaries set between the two.

• The main concern of this study is to discuss how to manage the cultural diversity through the Islamic 
identity of Muslims, i.e., Muslim Identity, which is manifested by them through their feelings, 
thoughts, traits, and actions.

PROBLEM SATEMENT: 
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INTRODUCTION

• What is the notion of “Commonwealth of Independent States, (CIS)” countries? 

• What are cultural diversity and Muslim identity? 

• How to manage cultural diversity among CIS countries through Muslim identity? 

QUESTIONS: 

• to explore the formation of “Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),” countries, 

• to provide accurate knowledge about the meanings of cultural diversity and Muslim 
identity, 

• to show the appropriate ways used in managing cultural diversity through Muslim 
identity in the light of the Qur’anic expression Inna Akramakum Inda Allah Atqakum
(Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of 
you)  (al-Hujurāt: 13).

OBJECTIVES: 
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INTRODUCTION

• It attempts to offer convincing findings and suggestions for contemporary Muslim
and other communities in relation to the role played by Muslim identity in managing
cultural diversity among selected contemporary countries, i.e., CIS countries

SIGNIFICANCE: 

• The Muslim community of the CIS countries characterized by its cultural diversity.

SCOPE: 

• The qualitative research method is used in the entire discussion emphasizing the
descriptive and analytical methods.

METHODOLOGY: 
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FINDINGS
❖THE COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) COUNTRIES:
➢ This term was coined on December 8, 1991, after the fall of communist system especially in

U.S.S.R. block.

➢ On December 21, 1991, the association was completely established with all its member countries
and the city of Minsk in Belarus was designated as its administrative Centre.

➢ The CIS countries are divided into three groups:

✓ The first group indicates the Slavic Republics involving three countries, namely: (1) Russia
(full member), (2) Ukraine (withdrew in 2014), and (3) Belarus (full member).

✓ The second group signifies the Central Asian Republics consisting of five countries, namely: (1)
Kazakhstan (full member), (2) Kyrgyzstan (full member), (3) Tajikistan (full member), (4)
Turkmenistan (associate state since 2005), and (5) Uzbekistan (full member).

✓ The third group denotes the Transcaucasian Republics including four countries, namely: (1)
Armenia (full member), (2) Azerbaijan (full member), and (3) Georgia (withdrew in 2008),
and (4) Moldova (full member).
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FINDINGS
❖CULTURAL DIVERSITY:

➢ In its general view, is usually related to people’s social and cultural differences in relation to
their diverse lifestyle and identity and its aim is to:

1. describe how cultures, groups and societies are diversely structured and how they deal
with differences.

2. recommend how cultures, groups and societies should interact within themselves and
among each other.

➢According to Islam, Cultural Diversity is created by Allah (S.W.T.) with the purpose:

1. to benefit and test people. Allah (S.W.T.) says:

لهْوَلـَكِنوَاحِدَةْ أهمَّةْ لََعََلَكهمْ الّلهْشَاءوَلَوْ ...﴿ مْ ليِّـَبـ  هُممَافِْوَهُ تَبِقهواآتََ اَتِْفاَس  (48:المائدة)﴾...الَخيْ 
And if Allah had so willed, He would have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test
you in what He hath given you: so, strive as in a race in all virtues…” (al-Maidah: 48).

DR FATMIR SHEHU-PRESENTATION-1-8 / AUGUST 2022 9



FINDINGS

2. to engage people in a competition in what is righteous and to refrain

themselves from being superior to any other fellow human being. Allah

(S.W.T.) says:

َر ضِْالسَّمَاوَاتِْخَل قْ آيََتهِِْوَمِنْ ﴿ تِلََفْ وَالْ  لِ ل عَالِمِيَن﴾لََيََتْ ذَلِكَْفِْإِنَّْوَألَ وَانِك مْ سِنَتِك مْ ألَْ وَاخ 
(22:الروم)

“ And of His signs are the creation of the heavens and the earth and the diversity of your

tongues and colors. Surely there are signs in this for the learned.” (ar-Rum: 22).

This verse reminds people to accept their differences pertaining to languages

and colors.
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FINDINGS

3. to respect and care about one another. The farewell Haj speech of the

Prophet (A.S.W.S.) in Mecca addresses diversity:

لِعَجَمِي ْ وَلَْجَمِي ْ أَعْ عَلَىلِعَرَبِ ْ فَض لَْلَْأَلَْاحِدْ وَْأَبََك مْ وَإِنَّْوَاحِدْ ربََّك مْ إِنَّْأَلَْالنَّاسْ أَي ُّهَايََْ«
وَدَْعَلَىلَِْحْ َرَْوَلَْعَرَبِ ْ عَلَى وَدَْوَلَْأَس  «...بَِلت َّق وَىإِلَّأَحْ َرَْىعَلَْأَس 

O you people! Indeed, your God is one and your father is one. No Arab has any superiority over a

non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab. Nor does a white man have

any superiority over a black man, or the black man any superiority over the white man except the

pious (people)….

This Hadith reminds people that their God, Allah (S.W.T.), is One, and their father,

Adam (A.S.), is one. They are not allowed to discriminate one another regarding

their race, color, region, identity, etc. Taqwa makes them differ from one another.
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FINDINGS
❖MUSLIM IDENTITY:

➢Muslim identity is perceived as a label, which is given to a person (male and female), in
two stages of his life:

1. The first stage denotes his Fiṭrah (innate disposition) aspect of life: the natural identity
embedded in a person by creation and follows him to this world via birth. So, Fiṭrah
identity, i.e., Muslim identity. Allah S.W.T. says:

هَكَْفَأَقِمْ ﴿ ينِْوَج  هَاالنَّاسَْفَطَرَْالَّتِْاللَِّّْفِط رَتَْحَنِيفاْ لِلدِ  (30:الروم)﴾...عَلَي  
“So set thou thy face steadily and truly to al-Dīn (religion): (establish) Allah’s handiwork
according to the pattern on which He has made mankind:…” (al-Rūm: 30)” (

✓ This verse indicates that people’s Fiṭrah is equivalent to Dīn (comprehensive way of life
assigned by Allah S.W.T.) al-Islām (submission and obedience to Allah S.W.T.), which
harmonises itself with Dīn al-Fiṭrah (innate way of life by creation).
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FINDINGS
The Prophet (A.S.W.W.)’s Ḥadīth:

ل ودْ ك لُّْ» دَانهِِ،فأَبََ وَاهْ الفِط رَةِ،عَلَىي ولَدْ مَو  سَانهِِ،أَوْ ي  نَصِ رَانهِِ،وْ أَْي  هَوِ  «...يُ َجِ 
“Every new-born child is born in a state of al-Fiṭrah (i.e., Islam, that is, to worship
none but Allah S.W.T.) and his parents then make him a Jew, a Christian, or a
Magian, …”. This Hadith indicates child’s state of Fiṭrah, of Primordial Religion, as
a Muslim.

2. The second stage denotes the situation of a person when he embraces Islam: A
person’s attachment to Islam makes him to distinguish himself from other fellow
human beings. His innate Muslims identity is regained when he consciously and
solemnly witnesses that “There is no god but Allah (S.W.T.) and Muhammad
(A.S.W.W.) is the Messenger of Allah (S.W.T),” and engages himself in what
pleases Allah (S.W.T.) the rest of his life.
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FINDINGS

The Prophet (A.S.W.S.) says:

بَلَْصَلَتََ نَا،صَلَّىمَنْ » تَ ق  لَتَ نَا،وَاس  لِمْ فَذَلِكَْيحَتَ نَا،ذَبِْوَأَكَلَْقِب   وَذِمَّةْ اللَِّّْمَّةْ ذِْلَهْ الَّذِيال م س 
(391:حديث،1جلَة،الصكتابالبخاري،صحيح)«ذِمَّتِهِْفِْاللََّّْتُ  فِر وافَلََْرَس ولِهِ،

“Whoever prays like us and faces our Qibla and eats our slaughtered animals is

a Muslim and is under Allah (S.W.T.)’s and His Messenger (A.S.W.W.)’s

protection. So do not betray Allah (S.W.T.) by betraying those who are in His

protection.”

This Hadith indicates that people’s acceptance of Islam as their way of life,

makes them to regain the Muslim identity, which is rooted in their Fiṭrah, as

confirmed by the Islamic Sources, al-Qur’an and as-Sunnah.
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FINDINGS

➢Each CIS country has diverse nature concerning ethnicity, language, religion,

and culture, through which people’s identity is shaped.

➢It is observed that Muslims, who live in the CIS countries come from

different cultural backgrounds, which might create conflicts in their day-to-

day relationships.

➢Muslims are considered as minorities in the CIS countries.

➢The Islamic identity shared by all Muslims in the CIS countries plays great

role in managing cultural diversity especially among the members of the

Muslim community.
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FINDINGS
❖Managing Cultural Diversity Via Inna Akramakum ʿIndaAllahAtqākum:
➢ The following steps are proposed to be used in the management of cultural diversity among

Muslims living in the CIS countries:

❑ STEP 1: Creating an Awareness about the situation of Muslim Identity in the CIS countries,
where Muslims are presented:

▪ in some countries as majorities in some others as minorities,

▪ in some countries as Sunni understanding of Islam and in some other countries the Shi‘a
interpretation of Islam,

▪ in some other countries both the Sunni and Shi‘a understandings of Islam,

▪ in some countries small groups of Muslims following the Ahmadiyya practice of Islam,

▪ in all countries with a diverse ethnicity,

▪ in most of the countries through the diversity of Muslim movements and sects that teach
Islam according to their understanding, and

▪ in most of the countries through various political parties that interpret Islamic teachings
different from other groups.
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FINDINGS
❑ STEP 2: Muslims should be able to distinguish between Islam and culture, which are

different in nature:

▪ Islam is not culture or civilization or ideology or custom or movement; rather, it is a
comprehensive way of life assigned by Allah (S.W.T.) to every human soul by creation.
Allah S.W.T. says:

مَل تْ اليَ و مَْ﴿ تْ دِينَك مْ لَك مْ أَك  مَ  لََمَْلَك مْ ضِيتْ وَرَْنعِ مَتِْعَلَي ك مْ وَأَتْ  (3:المائدة)﴾دِيناْ الِإس 
This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion (way of life)” (al-Māīdah: 3). This verse reminds people
that Islam is the product of Allah (S.W.T.).

▪ The reality shows that:

✓ Some people (Muslims and others) perceive religion (Islam and other) prior to culture,

✓ Some others view culture (Muslims and others) prior to religion (Islam and other), and

✓ Another group (Muslims and others) finds no differences between religion (Islam and
other) and culture.
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FINDINGS
❑ STEP 3: Every matured Muslim should know the main elements contributing to their

Muslim identity as addressed in the following Qur’ānic verse:

نَاك مإِنَّّْالنَّاسْ أيَ ُّهَا﴿يََْ رَمَْإِنَّْلتَِ عَارفَ واوَقَ بَائِلَْش ع وبَْ مْ وَجَعَل نَاكْ وَأ نثَىذكََرْ مِ نخَلَق  أتَ  قَاك م ﴾اللَِّّْعِندَْك مْ أَك 
(13:الحجرات)

“O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise each other). Verily the
most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you” (al-
Ḥujurāt: 13).

▪ The main element extracted form this verse are:

1. Universality of the message, which includes all human beings regardless of
their cultural, traditional, civilizational, and ideological differences,

2. The creation of humans in pairs, male and female, which indicates people’s true
nature,

3. Nations and Tribes are the result of the family institution built on legal marriage
between male and female, and

4. People’s honor in the Sight of Allah (S.W.T.) depends on their righteousness.
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FINDINGS
❑ STEP 4: Every matured Muslim should understand and use Taqwā in

managing the cultural diversity as addressed in al-Ḥujurāt: 13).

▪ The message of the Qur’ānic verse shows that:

1. Taqwā (righteousness) is the matter observed by Allah (S.W.T.), and

not the lineage, money, and position,

2. Taqwā means that people should observe the limits of Allah S.W.T.,

the commandments and prohibitions, and adhere to what He commands

and refrain from what He forbids.
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FINDINGS
▪ al-Ṭabarī says that the most righteous people in the Sight of Allah (S.W.T.) are neither

the one have greatest house, nor those with biggest clan. Rather, they are those who use
Taqwā to link between their:

➢ al-Īmān (firm conviction) in the six articles: (1) Allah S.W.T. (the Almighty
Creator); (2) al-Malāikat (the Angels); (3) al-Kutub (all Revealed Books); (4) al-
Rusul (all Messengers); (5)Yawm al-Ᾱkhir (the Last Day); and (6) Qadar Khayrihi
wa Sharrihi - Predestination its good and evil), and

➢ al-’Aʿmal al-Ṣāliḥ (righteous deeds) in the application of the five articles of al-
Islām: (1) al-Shahādah (witnessing that there is no god but Allah S.W.T. and
Muhammad A.S.W.S. is His Messenger), (2) al-Ṣalāt (obligatory five daily prayers);
(3) al-Zakāt (obligatory alms or charity); (4) al-Ṣiyām (obligatory fasting); and, (5)
al-Ḥajj (obligatory pilgrimage to al-Kaʿbah for those who can afford it in one’s life
time], which are the traits that elevate them to the highest level of their being, while
dealing with each other.
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FINDINGS
❑ STEP 5: Muslims in the CIS countries should use the Muslim identity to manage their

cultural diversity.

▪ These can be done in two stages:

➢ The first stage is related to Muslim’s inner-personal identity:
✓ the evaluation of a Muslim’s self, which will enable him through Taqwā to manage

the cultural diversity that exists in himself as well as those who are related to him in
the family circle,

✓ his ambition to be the most honored person in the Sight of Allah (S.W.T.) motives
him to go through a self-transformation, which enables him to establish the correct
Muslim identity that is governed by the teachings of Islam and not culture.

✓ his culture values are managed through the process of evaluation as well as
Islamization,

✓ his Fiṭrah Muslim identity – Islamic identity, allow him to make use of cultural
values that do not contradict the teachings of Islam, i.e., the evaluation process of his
cultural values will take place.
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FINDINGS
➢ The second stage is related to Muslim’s related to Muslim’s outer-

personality identity:

✓ appropriate knowledge about the cultures of others,

✓ to learn from one another how to eliminate cultural conflicts,

✓ competing to do righteousness in order to be the most honored ones

in the Sight of Allah (S.W.T.), and

✓ the cultural diversity can be managed by their Muslim identity,

which precedes their cultural identity.
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FINDINGS

A writer says that:

Muslims in Russia search for answers to the question of how to live their

religion that lead them to multiple worldviews: from visions of a dynamic

and cosmopolitan Islam as a path to a modern, consumerist lifestyle, to the

idea of a Eurasian space, with its specific blend of local cultures and

religions. The wide diversity of these visions shows how conservative

views that seem prominent today can take very different and dynamic

shapes and how the topic of Islam in Russia offers us a privileged

viewpoint to gain a deeper understanding of them.*
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CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS

CONCLUSION:

The management of cultural diversity among the CIS 
countries through the Muslim identity adds new 
insights to the exiting literature on this subject.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It would be recommended to write on: 

1. the Islamic awareness among Muslim youth in 
the selected CIS countries, 

2. the future of Islamic education among the CIS 
countries, and 

3. the perception of non-Muslims about Islam and 
Muslims in the CIS countries.
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH

بَركْاللهْفيكمْجميعا
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of the International Kuwait University. For more than 20 years, he has 
been actively involved in the implementation of various social programs 
to provide material, medical and food assistance to the poor, orphans, 
pensioners and the disabled. Ibraev plays a personal part in translating 
the Holy Qur’an and many other books. He is fluent in Kyrgyz, Russian, 
Arabic and English. 

Adilia Iulgusheva graduated from St. Petersburg University of Culture 
and Arts with a degree in Cultural Studies. She was a Ph.D. student at 
the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Scienc-
es. She has completed the Arabic language course in Tunisia. For sev-
eral years she worked as an Assistant professor at the Institute of Ori-
ental Manuscripts in the Middle East Department and the Department 
of Manuscripts and Documents, and also taught Arabic at the European 
University of St. Petersburg. In 2020, she defended her master’s thesis 
at the University of Granada (Spain). Since June 2021, she is a student 
at the Institute of Knowledge Integration (IKI Academy).

Svitlana Kaiuk, PhD, is an Associate Professor of History of Ukraine at 
Oles Honchar Dnipro National University and Head of the Department of 
History at the Dnipropetrovsk regional branch of the Junior Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine (JAS). She is a co-organizer of international proj-
ects on historical memory. Her research interests involve the history of 
southern Ukraine, the Ukrainian-Ottoman border, the Tatar and Turkish 
components of Ukrainian history, the Muslim world of Ukraine. She is a 
member of the International Platform of Researchers of Eastern Europe 
(PIEES Turkey, Sakarya) and the International Association of Human-
ities (MAG).

Galiya Kambabekova, PhD, a Kazakh scholar from Kazakhstan, is 
a Senior Lecturer and Head of the Iranian studies department at the 
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University Oriental Studies Faculty Middle 
East and South Asia Department. She also attends a governmental 
science project “The translation and research of new sources about 
the ethnopolitical history of Golden horde” (2021-2023). Kambarbekova 
was previously employed as a senior fellow at Oriental Studies Institute 
after R. Suleymenov Republic of Kazakhstan (2004-2017), an expert for 



Muslim manuscripts at the National Library of Republic of Kazakhstan 
(2009-2012), science advisor and expert for Muslim manuscripts at 
Central Science Library Republic of Kazakhstan (20012-2015). 

Zilya Khabibullina, PhD, is a Senior Research Fellow of the R.G. Ku-
zeev Institute for Ethnological Studies – a Subdivision of the Ufa Feder-
al Research Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Her research 
interests involve Islam in Russia, anthropology of Islam, movement and 
mobility in the Islamic world, cyber-religion, religious studies, and mu-
seology. Khabibullina was previously employed as Director of the branch 
of the National Museum of the Republic of Bashkortostan (2020-2021); 
Senior Research Fellow at Project Research Department of Peter the 
Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences (2019-2020); Associate Professor at the 
Bashkir State Pedagogical University named after M. Akmulla (2018-
2021); Head of the Precious Metals Fund at the Museum of Archeology 
and Ethnography (2007-2013) in the Republic of Bashkortostan.

Zilola Khalilova, PhD, is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Beruni Institute 
of Oriental Studies Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan. Her research 
deals with the Islamic education in Soviet and post-Soviet Uzbekistan 
oriented on studying the activity of Islamic educational institutions, the 
Islamic pedagogy, the role of Muslim females, Muslim students’ life par-
ticularly addresses the social history of Muslim culture and research on 
reading primers and school textbooks and questions of Muslim identity. 
She had research stays at ZMO, Berlin (2019) and Indiana University 
(2018) and has been working on research projects (The Institute of 
Knowledge Integration (2021), PEER Research Network (2022).

Elvira Kulieva is an instructor at the Institute of Knowledge Integra-
tion (IKI) Academy (Georgia), where she teaches two courses on Ijtihad, 
Renewal and Modernity in Contemporary Islamic Thought and Muslim 
Intellectual History. She also writes her PhD dissertation focusing on 
modern history and contemporary use of Russian Qur’an translations 
and works as a research fellow at the University of Freiburg (Germany). 
She has Master degrees in Islamic Studies from Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (Doha) and Civilizations studies from Ibn Haldun University (Is-
tanbul). Her research interests include Quranic studies, Sufism, Islam 
and Science, and Orientalism. 

Nataliia Malynovska, PhD, is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
National Security and Political Science at the National University «Os-
troh Academy» (since 2017); a project manager of IIIT lectures series 
for CIS countries / Institute of Knowledge Integration (since 2021). 
She is an External Senior Fellow at the Freiburg Institute for Advanced 
Studies (FRIAS), the Albert Ludwig University of Freiburg in Freiburg, 



Germany (2022). She was a delegate of the program “Open World” in 
Washington, USA (2018); a Research Fellow in the Istanbul Foundation 
for Science and Culture in Istanbul, Turkey (2017). She is the author of 
the book “Women’s Emirate? Female politicians of the Muslim world (in 
Ukrainian, 2021). 

Leyla Melikova, PhD, an Azerbaijani scholar from Azerbaijan, is an As-
sociate Professor in the Department of History of Religion and Social 
thought, Institute of Oriental Studies named after academician Z.M. 
Bunyatov of Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences (ANAS). Her main 
research interests in Islamic studies are concentrated in the field of 
formation and development of religious thinking, the history of Islamic 
reformism, ideological and religious-philosophical aspects of religious 
movements in Middle East countries, as well as in Azerbaijan. She ob-
tained her PhD from ANAS in 2008, and she is the author of two mono-
graphs as well as several dozen articles, many scientific translations of 
books in the field of Islamic thought, and a scientific editor and reviewer 
of several books on the ideology of nationalism in the Muslim world.

Djalalitdin Mirzaev, PhD, a scholar from Uzbekistan, is an Associate 
Professor at the University of Termez and a Senior Fellow at the Imam 
Termizi International Research Centre. He was previously employed at 
the Eurasian Research Institute as Visiting Research Fellow (2015-
2016). Mirzaev has an internship as part of grants in research centres 
in Germany (DAAD, 2005, 2009), INTAS (2006-2008). He also worked at 
the Termez Archaeological Museum as a senior researcher.

Elmira Muratova, PhD, is a research fellow at the Aarhus University 
in Denmark and a Director for Research & Grants at the Institute of 
Knowledge Integration (IKI) Academy (Georgia). Muratova was previous-
ly employed in the Department of Political Science and International 
Relations at Taurida National University/Crimean Federal University 
(2005-2021). She has been a visiting fellow at the University of Kan-
sas (2005-2006), University College London (2007-2008), Humboldt 
University in Berlin (2011), and Charles University in Prague (2018). In 
2009-2014 she provided policy analysis and consultations to the OSCE 
High Commissioner on National Minorities. Her major research topics 
include Crimean Tatars, ethnic and religious relations in Crimea. 

Anar Mustafayeva, PhD, is an Associate Professor of the Depart-
ment of the Middle East and South Asia (Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University, Kazakhstan). She was a Research fellow at Türkiye Bursları 
(Turkey, 2017); KFAS (Korea, 2018-2019) and participated in different 
projects funded by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan such as “Islam in modern Kazakhstan: the essence 
and results of religious revival” (2012-2014), “Religious education in a 



changing world: innovative Kazakhstan and a thinking nation” (2015-
2017), “The Lexical fund of the Mamluk-Kipchak language (based on 
the 14th-century manuscript “Kitab Bulgat al-Mushtaq”)” (2021-2023). 

Yelena Muzykina, PhD, is a Fellow at the Centre for Postnormal Policy 
and Futures Studies (CPPFS) and a certified futurist. She also serves 
as a trainer at the Academy of Public Administration under the Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan and a consultant for public, state, and private or-
ganizations, including educational institutions. Her academic interests 
focus primarily on futures studies and postnormal times as well as re-
ligious and Islamic studies, sociology, comparative studies, education, 
and Islamic finance. She has published over 50 articles in English and 
Russian, some books and chapters, and does the intensive translation 
of books and different materials for training, teaching, and public use.

Zafar Najmiddinov, PhD, is an Assistant Professor at the Department 
of Humanities in Namangan Institute of Engineering and Technology in 
Uzbekistan. He received his PhD degree from Tashkent Islamic Univer-
sity in 2008. Previously he had the Fulbright Visiting Fellowship (Princ-
eton University, 2012-2013), the Gerda Henkel Scholarship (The Cen-
tre for Advanced Studies Sofia, 2016-2017) and the OCIS-Chevening 
Fellowship (Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, 2017-2018). His main 
research focus is on medieval Islamic jurists from the territory of mod-
ern Uzbekistan.

Umidakhon Narimanova is a PhD Candidate at the Academy of Public 
Administration under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan. She 
is the Scholar of the “UMID” (“HOPE”) Foundation of the President of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan to support the education of talented youth 
abroad. In 2006 she won The Best Paper Award in Marketing & corpo-
rate management and became a Winner of the IV scientific-practical 
conference of young specialists studied at foreign universities abroad. 
Throughout her career, Umidakhon has worked in local and international 
higher education management and administration, as well as an asso-
ciate professor of business subjects. 

Meruyert Pernekulova is a Senior Lecturer at the Oriental Studies 
Faculty of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. She also serves as Head 
of the Indian Studies Department under the Middle East and South Asia 
Department. In 2010-2011 Meruyert completed an internship at the 
Central Institute of the Hindi Language in New Delhi, India. In 2014, she 
received her Master’s degree in humanities at Al-Farabi KazNU. In 2013, 
she underwent a scientific internship at the University of Amsterdam 
organized by the Eurasian Perspective Center under the guidance of 



Prof. Zifa-Alua Auezova. Currently, she is a PhD scholar at Al-Farabi Kaz-
NU and her scientific interests include literature, linguistics, philosophy, 
culture, and religions of Asian countries.

Ildus Rafikov, PhD, is the Managing Director of IKI Academy and Deputy 
Executive Director at Maqasid Institute. He holds a PhD from ISTAC/IIUM 
in Philosophy, Ethics and Contemporary issues with a special interest 
in Islamic economics, banking and finance, history and education. He 
also holds a Chartered Professional Certificate in Islamic banking and 
finance from the International Centre for Education in Islamic Finance 
(INCEIF), Kuala Lumpur and a bachelor’s degree in Communications 
from IIUM. Rafikov has written and published several academic articles 
in indexed and non-indexed journals on economic methodology, spec-
ulation, scarcity, sustainability, financial crises, banking and finance, 
reform in education from historical and contemporary perspectives. 

Hussein Rassool, PhD, is a Professor of Islamic Psychology, Consul-
tant and Director of the Riphah Institute of Clinical and Professional 
Psychology/ Centre for Islamic Psychology (Pakistan). He has a PhD 
in Psychology and Education (University of London), MSc in Health Ed-
ucation, BA in Psychology, Cert. in Counselling, and Certificate in Su-
pervision & Consultation. He is currently a student at the Institute of 
Knowledge Integration Postgraduate Certificate. He has been a visiting 
professor of psychology of addiction and mental health at the University 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil. His previous experience was as a Senior Lecturer 
at the Department of Addictive Behaviour & Psychological Medicine, St 
George’s Hospital Medical School (University of London), England where 
he developed many unique academic programmes. 

George Sanikidze, PhD, is a Professor of the Ilia State University and 
Director of the G. Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies at the same 
University. His research topics include medieval and modern history of 
Islam, history and politics of the Middle Eastern countries (especially 
Iran) and of the Caucasus, East-West interactions. G. Sanikidze has 
been working as a visiting scholar at Paris-Sorbonne-III and Paris-Sor-
bonne-IV Universities, University of California - Berkeley, Universities of 
Hokkaido and Osaka, Japan. G. Sanikidze is the author up to the aca-
demic works. His works are published in Georgia, France, Japan, USA, 
Holland, Turkey, Iran, etc. 

Eldar Seydametov, PhD, is an Associate Professor of the Department 
of History of the Crimean Engineering and Pedagogical University named 
after Fevzi Yakubov in Crimea and Head of the Crimean Scientific Center 
of the Institute of History named after Sh. Mardzhani of the Academy 



of Sciences of the Republic of Tatarstan. He writes on various topics 
related to the Crimean Tatars’ history and culture, including topics of 
mass emigration, diaspora and cultural heritage.

Kerim Shamshadin, PhD, is a Head of Scientific Research Institute 
named after Abu Hanifa at Nur-Mubarak University (from 2008), a mem-
ber of the Council of scientists/ulama at the Spiritual Administration 
of Muslims of Kazakhstan. In 2001-2018 he was a Vice-rector of the 
Egyptian university for Islamic cultures “Nur-Mubarak”. He is the author 
of about 200 publications (including 8 books) devoted to the history of 
Islam in Kazakhstan and the legacy of scholarly theologians.

Fatmir Shehu, PhD, an Albanian scholar, is an Associate Professor at 
the Department of Usul al-Din and Comparative Religion (RKUD), Ab-
dulhamid Abusulayman Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and 
Human Sciences (AHASKIRKHS), International Islamic University Malay-
sia (IIUM) (2007-present). He is also an instructor at the Institute of 
Knowledge Integration (2021 – present). Besides, he holds the position 
of Deputy Director at the International Institute for Muslim Unity (IIMU), 
IIUM, (2021-present). He has served as Head of the Department of 
Usul al-Din and Comparative Religion (RKUD), IIUM (2017). His research 
interest is in Islam and others, Inter-Religious Dialogue, Qur’anic and 
Sunnah Studies, Comparative Ethics, Muslim and Western Scholarship 
in Comparative Religion, Ethnic & Minority Studies, Cultural Studies, Ori-
entalism and Peace & Tolerance. 

Alina Solnyshkina is a scholar and practical social worker from Dni-
pro (Ukraine). She is a winner of a research stipend for Mandel Cen-
ter Alumni of the Ukrainian Summer Programs and studying social and 
psychological aspects of genocide and social aid for the victims of 
genocide (2022). She has also been awarded an IKSAD Science Award 
in 2021 (Turkey). In 2021 she was a participant in the International 
Staff Training Week of Middle East Technical University (Erasmus+). In 
2010–2011 she participated in the Program British Council “Active citi-
zens”. In December 2010 –January 2011 she had a scientific internship 
at the University of Bass-Normandy in Caen (France). 

Akif Tahiiev, PhD, is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute 
for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity (Göttingen, Germany) 
and a research and teaching assistant in the Department of Private 
International Law and Comparative Law at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law 
University (Kharkiv, Ukraine). He is also a Visiting Fellow at IWM (Vien-
na, Austria). Previously Akif has been Visiting Fellow at the University 
of Vienna. He holds a PhD in Law from Yaroslav Mudryi National Law 



University with a thesis on Shia Islamic Law and its specifics. His wider 
research interests include Shia Islam, Minorities, Islamic Law, Compar-
ative Law and Legal History.

Kristina Urullu has a Bachelor’s Degree in Oriental Studies with a 
specialization in Korean History (Institute of Practical Oriental Stud-
ies), and a Master’s Degree Research Student at the Religious Studies 
Department (Seoul National University), Seoul, South Korea. She is a 
freelancing Korean Honorary Reporter (2022) (Korean Culture and Infor-
mation Service (KOCIS)) and a student at the IKI Academy (Institute of 
Knowledge Integration). 

Munazbek Zarlykov, a scholar from Kyrgyzstan, has obtained a bach-
elor’s degree in Fundamentals and trends of Islam from World Islamic 
Science and Education University (Amman, Jordan), and a master’s 
degree in Theology from Kyrgyz National University. He serves as a Lec-
turer at Central Mosque in Bishkek. Zarlykov was previously employed 
in the Theology faculty at Osh state university (2016-2020), an assis-
tant of vice-Mufti Kadyr Malikov (2021-2022), and a Research Fellow in 
Al-Umma Religion Organization (2022).

Bukuri Zejno, PhD, is a scholar from Albania. She received her B.A 
(hons) from IIUM in Communication, Human Sciences and her M.A. and 
Ph.D. from IIUM in Education. She has worked for more than three years 
as an Assistant Professor at the Department of Fundamental and In-
ter-Disciplinary Studies, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and 
Human Sciences, International Islamic University Malaysia, teaching 
courses such as, “Creative Thinking and Problem Solving”, “The Islamic 
Worldview, Knowledge and Civilization”, as well as, the course of “Family 
Management and Parenting”. She is also an instructor at the Institute 
of Knowledge Integration. She has written papers in the field of Ed-
ucation, ethics of using technology, plagiarism, women’s participation 
in education and work, educational policy and academic integrity, etc. 


